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Abstract: Ruth Parent (nee Sawyer) was born in 1906 in Hartford, Wisconsin. Her father, EImo
Sawyer, was a practicing attorney. Ruth studied piano at a young age and also became interested
in opera. After graduating high school in 1925, she continued to study piano at the Sherwood
Music School in Chicago and the Layton School of Art in Milwaukee. She also studied opera
with the Chicago Civic Opera. She married Alphonse Parent in 1936 but left for New York in
1947 to pursue a career in opera. Though she received positive feedback for her vocal talents, she
returned to Milwaukee in 1956 after the death of a beloved mentor, Arturo Vita. In Milwaukee,
she designed hats and clothes and tutored children. Ruth passed away in 1986.

Scope and Content: The records consist of assignments for various writing courses,
correspondence, estate-related records (which includes autobiographical information) and other
ephemera.

Access and Use: No restrictions
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