
Title: Milwaukee County. Department of Public Welfare Collection  

 

Reference Code: Mss-0731 

 

Inclusive Dates: 1898 - 1976 

 

Quantity: 9.2 cu. ft. total 

 

Location:  GV, Sh. 058-059 (8.8 cu. ft.) 

  BV, Sh. 042 (0.4 cu. ft.) 

 

Abstract: Milwaukee County has provided relief services to residents since 1835, and the 

various relief programs expanded dramatically in the early 20th century. In the 1950s, the various 

county relief systems in Milwaukee were unified under the control of the Board of Public 

Welfare. In 1977, the department was renamed the Department of Social Services (see Mss-

0241). 

 

Scope and Content: The collection consists of monthly and case load reports, correspondence, 

financial statements, statistical reports and other ephemera. 

 

Access and Use: Boxes 8-10 restricted 

 

Language: English 

 

Notes: Collection originally processed by Steve Daily, April 1996, and added to by Kevin 

Abing, September 2002 and October 2003. 

 

Arrangement: 

 

Folder Heading Box # File # 

County Veterans Service Commission monthly reports, Feb. - Dec. 1945 1 1 

County Veterans Service Commission monthly reports, Jan. - July 1946 1 2 

County Veterans Service Commission monthly reports, Aug. - Dec. 1946 1 3 

County Veterans Service Commission monthly reports, Jan. - Dec. 1947 1 4 

Veterans Division financial statements, 1942 1 5 

Veterans Division financial statements, 1943 1 6 

Veterans Division financial statements, 1944 1 7 

Veteran's cases, 1945 1 8 

Veteran's cases, 1946 1 9 

Veteran's cases, 1947, Jan. 1948 1 10 

Liquidation of WPA studies, 1943 1 11 

Federal Social Security Administration - reasons for opening and closing 

cases, 1947-49 

1 12 

Time study, May 1952 1 13 

Relief refunds survey, Aug. 1947 1 14 

Time study, 1950 1 15 



Age of persons in general relief cases survey, 1948 1 16 

Child welfare - new social data forms 1 17 

Board and room Allowance in OAA survey, Aug. 1952 1 18 

Voucher payment project, 1951-52 1 19 

Monthly report of daily intake summary, 1936-38 1 20 

Budgets - Family, 1944 1 21 

Budgets - Schedules, 1939, 1941, 1946 1 22 

Budgets - Schedules, 1933-45 1 23 

Budgets - Misc. 1 24 

Application reason code, 1942, 1945 1 25 

Application percentage tables, 1936 1 26 

Charts and graphs - case load trends, 1930-44 1 27 

Case load reports, 1930-34 1 28 

Case load reports, 1923-32 1 29 

Case load reports, 1932 1 30 

   

Case load reports, 1933 2 31 

Case load reports, 1934 2 32 

Case load reports, 1935 2 33 

Case load reports, 1936 2 34 

Case load reports, 1937 2 35 

Case load tabulations, 1931-40 2 36 

Commissary case loads, 1944 2 37 

Cash relief, 1934 2 38 

Citizens' Bureau of Milwaukee, 1940-41 2 39 

Civilian Conservation Corps, 1938-41 2 40 

Closed cases procedures, 1939 2 41 

Correspondence - administration office, 1939-40 2 42 

Correspondence - Benjamin Glassberg, 1937-41 2 43 

Correspondence - Frank Greenya, 1939-41 2 44 

Correspondence - Alex Gregory, 1939-41 2 45 

Correspondence - Misc., 1939-44 2 46 

Correspondence - Inter office, 1939-41 2 47 

Correspondence - Public Welfare Dept. Madison, 1939-42 2 48 

Correspondence - Social Security Board, 1939-46 2 49 

County Work Program, 1941 2 50 

Case load trends - La Crosse County, 1932-36 2 51 

Cost statements - Relief, 1939-46 2 52 

Dental, 1934 2 53 

District maps, 1940 2 54 

Financial - comparative relief costs, 1939-40 2 55 

Summary of family sizes, 1938-44 2 56 

Food stamp plan, 1941 2 57 

Home Visiting Division instructions, 1939 2 58 

Home Visiting Division Form 116, 1939 2 59 



Industrial Commission of Wisconsin – Wisconsin Industries, 1937-40 2 60 

Housing, 1935, 1940 2 61 

Investigation Division - Institution investigations, 1940-42 2 62 

Legal Division, 1934-36 2 63 

Medical, 1934, 1940 2 64 

Personnel, 1936-42 2 65 

Personnel - clerical job analysis, 1940 2 66 

Public Welfare Dept. - State bulletins, 1935, 1939 2 67 

Provision orders - distributed at stations, 1938-40 2 68 

Rents paid, 1938-40 2 69 

Rent reports, 1933-37 2 70 

Survey - donation of relief, n.d. 2 71 

Survey - grants, 1936 2 72 

Survey - age, 1935-37, 1941 2 73 

Survey - aid to dependent children, 1941 2 74 

Survey - CCC high school study, 1939-40 2 75 

Survey - fuel, 1938-39 2 76 

Survey - rent, 1936-40 2 77 

Survey - time log, 1938-40 2 78 

Survey - relief population census 2nd & 6th Ward, 1936-40 2 79 

Survey - transients, 1939-40 2 80 

   

Survey - State of Wisconsin Welfare Dept., 1939 3 81 

Survey - intake production study, 1939 3 82 

Survey - Investigation Division time study, 1940-41 3 83 

Survey - utilities, 1940 3 84 

Survey - misc., 1938-41 3 85 

Survey - veteran cases employment status, 1941 3 86 

Survey - old misc., 1905-35 3 87 

Survey - food, 1929-34 3 88 

Survey - Indians, 1950 3 89 

Survey - employment, 1941 3 90 

Personnel Dept., 1938-43 3 91 

Social Security Board - instructions & correspondence, 1935-43 3 92 

Statistical Division duties, 1941 3 93 

Securities Division, 1939, 1941, 1945 3 94 

Unemployment compensation, 1937-40 3 95 

WPA weekly employment reports, 1941-42 3 96 

Employability status of relief cases, 1942-45 3 97 

Annual report, 1959 3 98 

Monthly reports, 1928-41 3 99 

Daily Report Sheet - Jan. 1949-Jan. 1953. Dept. of Out-Door Relief 4  

Daily Report Sheet - Jan. 1945-Dec. 1948. Dept. of Out-Door Relief  4  

Intake Statistics - Jan. 1941-Dec. 1944 4  

Intake Statistics - Jan. 1940-Dec. 1940 4  



Daily Report Sheet - Feb. 1953-May 1956. Dept. of Public Assistance, Jan. 

1949-May 1956 

4  

Statistics - Jan. 1957.  Public Assistance Granted to Persons in Wisconsin, 

by Program.  Statistics, tables (Jan. 1957-Nov. 1959) 

4  

Correspondence - Sept. 30, 1959.  To:  County Social Security Aid 

Agencies.  Destruction of Payroll open to Public Inspection From Thomas 

J. Lucas, Dir. Div. of Public Assistance 

4  

General File - Dec. 1959.  Aid to Dependent Children, name, no., address, 

effective date Dec. 1959 

4  

General File – Blind cases opened 4  

General File – Disabled cases opened 4  

Statistics – Aid to Dep. Children – cases closed 4  

Statistics – Blind cases closed 4  

Statistics – Disabled cases closed 4  

Case file – Div. of Old Age Assistance – cases granted – cases discontinued 

(Jan. 1954-Dec. 1959; missing Nov. 1959) 

4  

Stenographic notebook – Feb. 1946-Nov. 1950.  Tables, statistics. Act. To 

vis, Act. Pend., Closed to Pend., Vet. Total, Reject to Pend, Fr. 

4  

Stenographic notebook – June 1955 – Dec. 1959 4  

Aid to Disabled 1947 and prior – 1946-1947, Aug. 1948.  Correspondence.  

1946-1947. Tables (statistics).  Apr. 1946-Dec. 1947.  Monthly statistical 

Reports. 

4  

Aid to Disabled 1948 – Jan.-Dec. 1948. Monthly Statistical Reports.  

Correspondence. 

4  

Aid to Disabled 1949 – Jan.-Dec. 1949. Monthly Statistical Reports.  

Correspondence. 

4  

Miscellaneous Studies – Oct. 1951. Analysis of General Assistance 

Operations in Selected Cities. 

4  

Miscellaneous Studies – Oct. 1951. Breakdown of Medical Payments for 

Oct. ’51. 

4  

Miscellaneous – Jan. 3, 1952. Correspondence re: number of withdrawals, 

denials and discontinuances because of relative contributions during 1 – 

1952 & 2 – 1952. 

4  

Miscellaneous Jan. 5, 1952. Correspondence – Old Age Assistance cases 

discontinued in Dec. 1951. 

4  

Miscellaneous – Inter-office correspondence from K.E. Dressler (admin. 

ass’t) to J.E. Baldwin (Director). Partial tabulation of General Relief & 

Veteran’s aid opening reasons. 

4  

Miscellaneous – Sept. 16, 1952. State Welfare Aids & County share of 

Welfare Expenditures. 

4  

Miscellaneous – Oct. 1952. Summary of tentative A.D.C. payroll for Oct. 

1952. 

4  

Miscellaneous – Table summary of frequency distribution of payments in 

tentative ADC payroll for Oct. 1952 

4  



Miscellaneous – Sept. 30, 1952. Correspondence to Baldwin, Director re:  

supplemental info on the summary of distribution of payments on ADC 

payroll for Oct. 1952. 

4  

Miscellaneous – Old Age Assistance Div. – New Investigations & Reviews 

completed by caseworkers 1951 and 1952 averages. 

4  

Miscellaneous – Feb. 1953. Housing units, Families & Population in Milw. 

Co. & City, Jan. 1, 1953. Milw. Journal Research Dept. Feb. 1953 

4  

Miscellaneous – Feb. 3, 1953. Correspondence service ratings. Feb. 27, 

1952.  Distr. Of Assistance Payments for month of Dec. 1952. 

4  

Miscellaneous – March 3, 1953. Medical payments – May 1950; State 

Study of Medical costs included in O.A.A. payments 

4  

Miscellaneous – March 17, 1953. Summary of Findings of Analysis of 

Milw. Co. 1951 Tax picture compared to the State. 

4  

Miscellaneous – March 1953. Report to locals. Research Publ. March 26, 

1953. Correspondence 1952 Statistics 

4  

Miscellaneous – March 24, 1953. Corresp. Distribution of Manual material 

for Statistics section. 

4  

Miscellaneous – July 23, 1953. Tabulation of Voucher payments for May 

17, 1953 – June 17, 1953. Aug. 12, 1953 comparison of June and August, 

1953 Regular Monthly Rolls (Gross Payments). 1950 census.  

Recapitulation cash, voucher etc. 

4  

Tables – Feb. 1949.  Unduplicated cases.  Milw. Co. Welfare Dept. 4  

Statistics – March 1949. Milw. Co. Welfare Dept. tables – unduplicated 

case count, visitor, intake. 

4  

Statistics – April 1949. Milw. Co. Welfare Dept. tales – unduplicated case 

count, visitor intake. 

4  

Statistics – May 1949. Milw. Co. Welfare Dept. tables – unduplicated case 

count, visitor intake. 

4  

Statistics – June 1949. Milwaukee Co. Welfare Dept. tables – unduplicated 

case count, visitor intake. 

4  

Statistics – July 1949. Milw. Co. Welfare Dept. statistical tables – 

unduplicated case count, visitor intake. 

4  

Statistics – August 1949. Milw. Co. Welfare Dept. statistical tables 

unduplicated case count, visitor intake. 

4  

Statistics – Sept. 1949. Milw. Co. Welfare Dept. statistical tables. 4  

Statistics – October 1949. Milw. Co. Welfare Dept. statistical tables. 4  

Statistics – November 1949. Milw. Co. Welfare Dept. statistical tables 4  

Statistics – December 1949. Milw. Co. Welfare Dept. statistical tables. 4  

Statistics – January 1950. Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake, dup. 

cases 

4  

Statistics – Feb. 1950.  Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake. 4  

Statistics – Mar. 1950.  Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake. 4  

Statistics – Apr. 1950.  Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake. 4  

Statistics – May. 1950.  Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake. 4  

Statistics – June 1950.  Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake. 4  



Statistics – July. 1950.  Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake. 4  

Statistics – Aug. 1950.  Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake. 4  

Statistics – Sept. 1950.  Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake. 4  

Statistics – Oct. 1950.  Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake. 4  

Statistics – Nov. 1950.  Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake. 4  

Statistics – Dec. 1950.  Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake. 4  

Statistics – Jan. 1951.  Statistical tables – case count, visitor intake. 4  

Statistics – Feb. 1951.  Statistical tables – incomplete 4  

Statistics – March 1951.  Statistical tables – unduplicated, duplicated cases 4  

Statistics – Apr. 1951.  Statistical tables – employability, family size 4  

Statistics – May 1951.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – June 1951.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – July 1951.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Aug. 1951.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Sept. 1951.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Oct. 1951.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Nov. 1951.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Dec. 1951.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Jan. 1952.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Feb. 1952.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Mar. 1952.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Apr. 1952.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – May 1952.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – June 1952.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – July 1952.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Aug. 1952.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Sept. 1952.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Oct. 1952.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Nov. 1952.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – Dec. 1952.  Statistical tables – employ., family size 4  

Statistics – June-July 1950.  Time Study and instructions for study. 4  

Statistics – June 1951-Dec. 1956.  Monthly case counts, personnel. 4  

   

Statistics – Oct. 1950. Tables. Summary Worksheets – Social 

Characteristics Study 

5  

Statistics – Jan.-June 1950. Percentage Breakdown of Department Expense 5  

Statistics – Jan. 1941-Jan. 1951. Statistical reports, federal forms and 

explanatory correspondence 

5  

Statistics – Nov. 1936. Monthly Report – Summary of Gen. Relief 

encumbrances 

5  

Statistics – Feb.-Dec. 1937.  Dept. of Outdoor Relief Commitments. 5  

Statistics – Jan.-Apr. 1940.  Monthly Report General Relief comments 5  

Statistics – Jan.-Dec. 1938.  Monthly Report General Relief comments 5  

Statistics – Oct. 1952-July 1953. Monthly Statistical Report of Medicare 

only cases (supp. To SR-215). 

5  



Statistics – Jan.-Nov. 1939. Monthly Report General Relief Commitments. 5  

Statistics – Oct. 1952-June 1953. Analysis of Payments Made in Behalf of 

Medical Only cases.  (Form M-257). 

5  

Statistics – Nov.-Dec. 1939. Report of Expenses for WPA Certification & 

Review. 

5  

Statistics – Nov. 14, 1936-Jan. 16, 1937. Public Welfare Dept., WPA 

Eligibility Review. Weekly report of Review of cases certified and assigned 

to Federal Works Program. 

5  

Statistics – Nov. 1937-Dec. 1938. Social Security Board Monthly Reports – 

Intercity Exchange of Relief Info. 

5  

Statistics – Jan. 1948-May 1953. Social Security Board Monthly Reports. 5  

Statistics – Feb. 28, 1937-Oct. 31, 1939. WPA Eligibility Status.   5  

Statistics – Jan.-Dec. 1938. Transient cases receiving relief or service in 

Milw. Co. 

5  

Statistics – Jan.-Dec. 1939. Transient cases receiving relief or service in 

Milw. Co. 

5  

Statistics – Jan.-Dec. 1940. Transient cases receiving relief or service in 

Milw. Co. 

5  

Statistics – Jan.-Dec. 1941. Transient cases receiving relief or service in 

Milw. Co. 

5  

Statistics – Jan.-Dec. 1942. Transient cases receiving relief or service in 

Milw. Co. 

5  

Statistics – Jan.-Dec. 1943. Transient cases receiving relief or service in 

Milw. Co. 

5  

Statistics – Jan.-Dec. 1944. Transient cases receiving relief or service in 

Milw. Co. 

5  

Statistics – Jan.-Dec. 1945. Transient cases receiving relief or service in 

Milw. Co. 

5  

Time Study – 1949, June, 1950. Charts, tables, daily time records + 

correspondence and instructions re time study 

5  

Time Study – 1952. Summary, daily time records, and correspondence re 

time study 

5  

Statistical Study – 1952.  Nursing Home Study Dec. 1952 – tables, list of 

nursing homes, correspondence (Nov. 17, 1952) re study 

5  

   

Statistics – Apr. 1-June 30, 1952.  Child Welfare Statistics 6  

Statistics - - Aug.-Dec. 1951 (Sept. missing).  Public Assistance in 

Wisconsin, tables, statistics. 

6  

Statistics – Feb.-Dec. 1952 (Apr. missing).  Tables, statistics. 6  

Statistics – Jan.-Dec. 1953.  Tables, statistics. 6  

Statistics – Jan.-Dec. 1954.  (Feb., Apr. missing)  Tables, statistics. 6  

Statistics – Feb.-Dec. 1955.  Tables, Statistics. 6  

Statistics – Feb.-Dec. 1956.  (March missing).  Tables, statistics. 6  

Correspondence – Dec. 10, 1952.  To County Social Security aid agencies, 

includes tables from U.S. Bureau of Census 

6  



Study – 1952.  Race Study, Nov. 1952.  Includes correspondence re cases 

opened, cases opened for general assistance, for aid to dependent children, 

study – Gen. Assistance Operations of Public Agencies in Selected Lg. 

Cities – Counties. 

6  

Race Study – 1952.  A,B.  Individual cases – information sheets 

alphabetically arranged – raw data for study. 

6  

Race Study – 1952.  C,D,E.  Individual cases – information sheets 

alphabetically arranged – raw data for study. 

6  

Race Study – 1952.  F,G,H.  Individual cases – information sheets 

alphabetically arranged – raw data for study. 

6  

Race Study – 1952.  J,K.L.  Individual cases – information sheets 

alphabetically arranged – raw data for study. 

6  

Race Study – 1952.  M.  Individual cases – information sheets 

alphabetically arranged – raw data for study. 

6  

Race Study – 1952.  N,O.P,R.  Individual cases – information sheets 

alphabetically arranged – raw data for study. 

6  

Race Study – 1952.  S.  Individual cases – information sheets 

alphabetically arranged – raw data for study. 

6  

Race Study – 1952.  T.U.V.  Individual cases – information sheets 

alphabetically arranged – raw data for study. 

6  

Race Study – 1952.  W,Y,Z.  Individual cases – information sheets 

alphabetically arranged – raw data for study. 

6  

Notebook – Dec. 1950-May 1955.  Stenographic notebook containing 

statistics from 1950-1955 - # of original applications, active and pending. 

6  

Department of Out-Door Relief - Annual Reports, 1906, 1908 6  

National Conference of Social Work - Bulletin re: Milwaukee Convention, 

1921 

6  

Milwaukee County Dept. of Outdoor Relief - Annual Reports, 1936-1937 6  

Milwaukee County Dept. of Outdoor Relief - Annual Reports, 1938-1939 6  

Milwaukee County Dept. of Outdoor Relief - Monthly Reports, 1937-1939 6  

Milwaukee County Dept. of Outdoor Relief - Manuals & Handbook, 1934-

1939 

  

Milwaukee County Dept. of Public Assistance - Annual Reports, 1940-

1942, 1945 

6  

Milwaukee County Dept. of Public Assistance - Monthly Reports, 1939-

1941 

6  

Milwaukee County Dept. of Public Assistance - Monthly Reports, 1942-

1943 

6  

Milwaukee County Dept. of Public Assistance - Monthly Reports, 1944-

1947 

6  

Milwaukee County Dept. of Public Assistance - Miscellaneous Reports, 

1941-1942 

6  

Aid to Dependent Children - Miscellaneous Material, 1914-1943 6  

Social Security for Children and for the Blind - Annual Reports, 1936-1943, 

1945 

6  

   



Milwaukee County Dept. of Outdoor Relief-Miscellaneous Forms & 

Reports, 1932-1939 

7  

Milwaukee County Dept. of Public Welfare - Annual Reports, 1949, 1952, 

1954 

7  

Milwaukee County Dept. of Public Welfare - Annual Reports, 1956-1958, 

1975-1976 

7  

Citizen’s Bureau of Milwaukee-Reports re: Relief Costs in Milwaukee 

County, 1936, 1938 

7  

Report on Administration of Old Age Assistance in Milwaukee County, 

1938-1943, 1945 

7  

Miscellaneous Material re: Relief Work in Milwaukee County, 1931-1940 7  

Board of Public Welfare - Meeting Minutes, July 1963-April 1964 7  

Board of Public Welfare - Meeting Minutes, May-December 1964 7  

League of Women Voters - Welfare Services in Milwaukee County, 1969 7  

Department of Public Welfare, Child Welfare Division, Progress Report, 

1963-1966 

7  

Department of Public Welfare – Facts and Figures, 1965, 1970-1976 7B Loose 

Miscellaneous Reports re Welfare Services 

− Welfare Services in Milwaukee County, Study V: Delivery of 

Services, Controversies, Prospects for the Future, 1969 

− Legislative Response to Public Welfare Dilemmas, 1974 

7B Loose 

BOXES 8-10 RESTRICTED   

   

LEDGER LOCATION 

Ledger containing paid invoices from the Milwaukee County Home for 

Dependent Children, 1898-1900 

BV, Sh. 042 

 

 

 


