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Abstract: The collection consists of research done by Mordecai Lee, Professor of Governmental 

Affairs at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, on the Milwaukee Bureau of Economy and 

Efficiency. Later this bureau was reorganized into the Citizens’ Bureau of Municipal Efficiency, 

which was then renamed the Citizens’ Bureau of Milwaukee. The collection includes 

publications and reports by the Bureau, as well as articles and histories relating to the Bureau. 

Historical Note: The Milwaukee Bureau of Economy and Efficiency was first created in 1910 in 

response to corruption in city government as well as a large vice problem in the city. Mayor Emil 

Seidel wanted to create a group that would help the government operate and spend more 

efficiently. In 1912, the organization ceased to exist with the election of a new mayor, but 

prominent Milwaukee industrialists wanted to maintain the organization, so they used private 

funds to create the Citizens’ Bureau of Efficiency, which served the same basic purpose as its 

predecessor.   

Administrative Note: The collection was donated by Mordecai Lee in 2011. It was processed by 

Amy Burkart-Paulson in March 2012. 
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John R. Commons, 1st director, 1910-1934 1 1 

Willits Pollock, Citizens’ Bureau Staff, 1914-1916 1 2 

Milwaukee Bureau of Economy and Efficiency Bulletins, 1911 1 3 

Milwaukee Bureau of Economy and Efficiency Bulletins, 1912 1 4 

Milwaukee Citizens’ Bureau of Municipal Efficiency Bulletins and other 

bulletins relating to the bureau, 1913-1916 
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Milwaukee Citizens’ Bureau of Municipal Efficiency Bulletins and other 

bulletins relating to the bureau, 1916-1917 
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Milwaukee Citizens’ Bureau of Municipal Efficiency Bulletins and other 

bulletins relating to the bureau, 1917-1923 
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Common Council Proceedings, 1910-1917 1 8 

Annual Meeting Minutes and Annual Reports, 1913-1918 1 9 

Annual Meeting Minutes and Annual Reports, 1919-1960 1 10 

Miscellaneous Reports, 1914-1916 1 11 

Executive Directors and History of Bureau, 1913-1983 1 12 

State of Wisconsin Reports and Legislature, 1909-1912 1 13 

Milwaukee Socialists, 1897-1941 2 14 

Interview with former Mayor Frank P. Zeidler, 2004 2 15 

National Municipal Review, 1912-1931 2 16 
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Miscellaneous Research 2 18 

 


