Title: Heath, Frederic Papers
Call Number: Mss-0517
Inclusive Dates: 1848 — 1961
Bulk: 8.69 cu. ft.

Location: GV, Sh. 046-047

Historical Note: Frederic Faries Heath was born in Milwaukee on September 6, 1864. He was a
man of wide interest and talents. After leaving school, he was apprenticed to a wood engraver
and later became an artist. While still an adolescent, he published his own amateur

newspaper. From 1888 to 1900, he served as a reporter, editor and artist for the Milwaukee Daily
Sentinel. During his time with the Sentinel, Heath became a committed socialist and helped
found the Social-Democratic Party in Chicago in 1898. He put his newspaper experience to
good use, serving as editor of the party’s national weekly newspaper.

Heath’s commitment to Socialism changed the path of his career and focused his efforts on
politics. He unsuccessfully ran for Milwaukee mayor in 1900, but was elected alderman of the
10" ward in 1904. In 1908, he also served on the Milwaukee School Board. Finally, Heath was
elected to the County Board of Supervisors in the “Socialist Sweep” of 1910 and remained in
that office for a record 38 years. As County Supervisor, Heath helped develop the county park
system, the highway network, and, along with his Socialist colleagues on the board, coordinated
the various county institutions under one board of trustees. He also served as a member of the
panel that chose plans for a new courthouse and led the unsuccessful fight to save the old
courthouse on Jefferson Street.

Heath’s historical interests manifested itself in a number of ways. He wrote several newspaper
series (“Do You Remember” and “Yesterday and Today,” for example) about early

Milwaukee. In 1935, he helped found the Milwaukee County Historical Society and acted as
president from 1937 to 1951 and also as editor of the Historical Messenger. Heath developed
the original historical museum in the courthouse and was instrumental in the Society’s
acquisition of the Lowell Damon House, Kilbourntown House, and Jeremiah Curtin House as
County Historical sites. He also privately published a Heath family genealogy, entitled “From
Sharon” and worked on a history of the Socialist Party in America. He passed away on June 12,
1954,

Scope and Content: The collection details Heath’s wide range of interests and civic activities
and also includes genealogical material on the Heath and Faries families. Materials are divided
topically and consist of correspondence, publications, clippings, scrapbooks, etc. The collection
also contains publications from the U.A.P.A. and N.A.P.A..

See Also: Microfilm Reels #606-607



Administrative Note: The collection was processed in Sept. 12, 1998 by Steve Daily. The

collection was reprocessed in November 2000 by Kevin Abing.
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Gosh!, 1950
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Inspiration, 1950

Issue, 1961

Jersey Jingle Belles (The), 1952-1957

Jersey Journalist (The), 1951

Joy Bearer (The), 1950-1952

Just Browsing Around, 1950

Just Georgene, 1957
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Off the Record (For Just We Kids), 1960

Oh Look?, 1955

Old Eagle Eye, 1951-1952

Old Oaken Bucket (The), 1952-1956

On The Trail, 1950

On Wings of Friendship, 1958-1960

Out of My Mind, 1953

Painted Poetry Appreciations, 1959-1962
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Poetry Hour (The), 1951-1953
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Presidential Pointers, 1959

Preview
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Quest (The)

Readin’ Riten

Re-discovery, 1951-1954
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Relatively Speaking, 1951-1952

Reminiscence, 1958-1959

Review of Amateur Activity, 1950-1951

Rhymes From the Tasseltown Times, 1955-1958

Rime House, 1950-1952

Ripples, 1950-1951

Rocking Chair, 1951

Roll Call, 1957

San Francisco Evening Lamp, 1951-1952

Scribbler (The), 1959-1960

Seattle Amateur, 1953-1961

Shady Acre Sampler, 1950

Short & Sweet, 1954-1958

Smoke Rings, 1950-1953
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Spectator, 1944

Spindrift

Spirit of St. Louis, 1956

Star-Lane, 1951-1952
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Step Outside

Stepping Stone, 1952, 1954

Stroller (The)

Sugar ‘n Spice, 1950

Sunflowers, 1955

Sunshine & Hobbies, 1961
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They Speak Silently
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This is a Bartlett Pair, 1954
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This and That, 1951

This Month, 1950-1954
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Thot-Jots

Thoughts, 1956

Tidings, 1950-1952

Time and Tide, 1959-1962
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Traveler, 1952

Trio (The), 1957

Truth, 1950

U.A.P.A. Bundle Chum, 1961

U.A.P.A. Comments, 1954-1959

U.A.P.A. Dispatch, 1951-1952

U.A.P.A. Newsletter, 1950-1952

U.A.P.A. Presidential Paragraphs, 1951-1952
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\Variety Fair
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\Wheeling in the News, 1954-1961

\Who, 1951-1962

\Who and What, 1953
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Willametta’s Seedling, 1959-1961

\Windfall, 1955-1956

\Words, 1951-1954

\Wwhim, 1957

Yours Truly, 1952-1958
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Material on Health and Fitness Box # | Folder #
Correspondence re: Heath’s Ruptured Hernia 8 186
Publications/Brochures re: Health & Fitness 8 187
“The Natural Way to Health,” by John Maxwell (4 volumes of clippings) 8 Loose in
box
Miscellaneous Material Box # | Folder #
Luther Burbank Society, Proof Book Number 1, 1913 8 189
List of Vendors 8 190
Resume of the Tourists’ Club, 1891 8 191
Milwaukee & Wisconsin-related Publications 8 192




Miscellaneous Publications 8 193
Song Lyrics 8 194
Composition Books 8 195
- M. A. McMullen (Mrs. R. W. Patterson), 1848-1849

- Betty Heath, 1910

Amateur Radio Magazines/Manual 8 196
Photography Brochures 8 197
Goodwill Journal, 1932-1941 (Milwaukee Goodwill Industries) 8 198
Oversize Chart, “A Century of Business Progress,” Wisconsin Great Lakes 8 Loose in
Coal & Dock, Co., 1937 box
The Brilliant Vol. 1, 1873 8 199
Oversize Items Location
Social Democratic Party of America Charter, ca. 1898 OS LG “H”
Excerpt from report on Lowell Damon House, ca. 1940s OS SM “H”)
Scrapbooks Location
Socialist Clippings, 1904-1905 RC#26 , Sh 6-7
Socialist Clippings, 1898-1910s RC#26 , Sh 6-7
Socialist Party Material, 1895-1911 RC#26 , Sh 6-7

Scrapbook of news clippings, 1883-1904

Lapham Case Sh. 1

Scrapbook of variety theater song lyrics, 1870s-1880s

Lapham Case Sh. 1

Scrapbook of variety theater song lyrics, 1870s-1880s

Lapham Case Sh. 1

Scrapbook of song lyrics, n.d.

Lapham Case Sh. 1

Scrapbook of “Milwaukee — Yesterday and Today articles written by
Heath, n.d.

Lapham Case Sh. 1




