
Title: Woman’s Conservation League of America, Inc., Collection  

 

Call Number: Mss-0783 

 

Inclusive Dates: 1920 – 1963  

Bulk: 6.0 cu. ft. 

Location: WHS, Sh. A010-A011 

Historical Note: Mrs. Albert F. (Elsa) Toepfer founded the Woman’s Conservation League of 

America, Inc., (W.C.L.A.) on February 7, 1941. She and her close friend, Wilhelmine LaBudde, 

wanted to establish an organization whose purpose was to promote conservation education, to 

support conservation legislation, and to perpetuate America’s natural resources.  

Scope and Content: The records consist of pamphlets, correspondence, reports, resolutions, 

clippings, and other ephemera that document the W.C.L.A.’s efforts as well as those of other 

conservation organizations. Mrs. Toepfer was involved with many civic groups, and there is 

material from those various organizations. In addition, the correspondence files contain some 

personal material from the LaBudde and Toepfer families (including Albert Toepfer’s aerial 

photography business). 

Administrative Note: This collection was reprocessed on June 21, 2004 by Kevin Abing. 

 

Contents Box # Folder # 

Annual Reports, 1943-1944 1 1 

Civilian Conservation Corps – Bulletins/Newsletters, 1934-1936 1 2 

Clippings, 1926-1939 1 3 

Clippings, 1940s (1 of 2) 1 4 

Clippings, 1940s (2 of 2) 1 5 

Clippings, 1950s 1 6 

Clippings, 1960s & Undated 1 7 

Conservation Essay Contests, 1934-1952 1 8 

Constitution & By-Laws, 1942 1 9 

Correspondence – General, 1931-1941 & Undated 1 10 

Correspondence – General, 1942 1 11 

Correspondence – General, Jan. – April 1943 1 12 

Correspondence – General, May – Dec. 1943 1 13 

Correspondence – General, 1944 1 14 

Correspondence – General, 1945 1 15 

Correspondence – General, 1946 1 16 

Correspondence – General, Jan. – Feb. 1947 1 17 

Correspondence – General, March – May 1947 1 18 

Correspondence – General, June – Dec. 1947 1 19 

Correspondence – General, 1948 1 20 

Correspondence – General, Jan. – April 1949 1 21 



Correspondence – General, May – Dec. 1949 1 22 

Correspondence – General, Jan. – April 1950 1 23 

Correspondence – General, May – Dec. 1950 1 24 

Correspondence – General, 1951 1 25 

Correspondence – General, 1952-1954 1 26 

Correspondence – General, 1955-1959 2 27 

Correspondence – General, 1960-1962, 1965 2 28 

NOTE: These Correspondence Files are Arranged by Topic, Author, 

or Address 

  

Correspondence – Alcan Highway Resolution, 1943 2 29 

Correspondence – “Clean Water for Your Town” Contest, 1951-1952 2 30 

Correspondence – Conservation Clubs (including Izaak Walton League), 

1935-1948 

2 31 

Correspondence – Conservation Clubs (including Izaak Walton League), 

1950-1960 & Undated 

2 32 

Correspondence – Data of Letter & Resolution to Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

1945 

2 33 

Correspondence – Denver Conference, Sept. 6-21, 1948 2 34 

Correspondence – Education, 1934-1962 2 35 

Correspondence – Federal Correspondence re: Forestry, 1942-1954 2 36 

Correspondence – “FORESTS” Correspondence, 1940-1946 2 37 

Correspondence – Government Correspondence, Incoming, 1938-1952 2 38 

Correspondence – Government Correspondence, Outgoing, 1942-1955 2 39 

Correspondence – Hook Bill – Hawk Mountain Bird Sanctuary, 1939, 1941 2 40 

Correspondence – Indians of North Dakota (Garrison Dam), 1948-1951 2 41 

Correspondence – LaBudde Memorial, 1955-1962 2 42 

Correspondence – March-Mount, Margaret, 1942-1944 2 43 

Correspondence – Membership, 1941-1961 2 44 

Correspondence – Milwaukee County Conservation Alliance, 1940-1949 2 45 

Correspondence – National Wildlife Foundation, General, 1941-1962 2 46 

Correspondence – National Wildlife Foundation re: Sale of Wildlife 

Stamps, 1939-1940 

2 47 

Correspondence – National Wildlife Foundation – Proceeds of Wildlife 

Stamps Sold by Forest Service Girls’ Club, 1940 

2 48 

Correspondence – Porcupine Mountains, Dec. 1943 – March 1944 2 49 

Correspondence – Potter School Forest Dedication, 1943-1946 2 50 

Correspondence – R. L. Higby Bird Service, 1940-1941 2 51 

Correspondence – Schmidt, Mrs. Max J., 1941-1944 2 52 

Correspondence – Toepfer, Albert F. – Correspondence/Invoices/Misc., 

1920-54 

2 53 

Correspondence – Toepfer, Elsa – Activities/Achievements, 1942-1952 2 54 

Correspondence – Toepfer, Elsa – Club Records, 1934-1958 2 55 

Correspondence – Waldo, Edna LaMoore (Authority on Women’s Club 

Organization), 1941-1942 

2 56 



Correspondence – Wisconsin Conservation League/Louis Radke, 1940-

1960 

3 57 

Correspondence – Wisconsin Federation of Women’s Clubs, 1951-1952 3 58 

Financial Records – Bank Statements, 1942-1951 3 59 

Financial Records – Bank Statements, 1952-1959 3 60 

Financial Records – Membership & Dues 3 61 

Financial Records – Treasurer’s Reports, 1943-1955 3 62 

Financial Records – Vouchers/Receipts/Miscellaneous 3 63 

Bound Volume of Treasurer’s Records, 1941-1955 3 Loose in box 

General Records 3 64 

Guest Book, 1943 3 Loose in box 

Legal Status (including Articles of Incorporation) 3 65 

Maps (Includes Kettle Moraine, County Parks, National Forests, etc.) 3 66 

Meeting Announcements/Press Releases, 1942-1954 3 67 

Meeting Minutes, 1941-1943, 1951-1952 3 68 

Meeting Minutes, 1941-1955 3 69 

Bound Volume of Meeting Minutes, 1941-1945 3 Loose in box 

Meeting Programs 3 70 

Memos/Address Lists 3 71 

Requests for Information 4 72 

Resolutions 4 73 

Speeches/Talks/Reviews, 1937-1954 4 74 

Stationary – Woman’s Conservation League (blank) 4 75 

Pamphlets/Publications (Includes correspondence, fliers, brochures, 

etc.) 

Note: ARRANGED BY SUBJECT, TITLE, or ORGANIZATION 

Box # Folder # 

Anti-Steel Trap League, ca. 1937-1938 4 76 

Birds 4 77 

Children’s Home Society of Wisconsin Newsletters/Annual Reports, 1925-

1934 

4 78 

Children’s Service Society of Wisconsin Newsletter/Annual Report, 1947-

1948 

4 79 

Conservation – General (1 of 2) 4 80 

Conservation – General (2 of 2) 4 81 

Conservation – Milwaukee 4 82 

Conservation – Wisconsin 4 83 

Department of Interior Newsletters, 1953, 1960, 1962-1963 4 84 

Education (Conservation) [1 of 4] 4 85 

Education (Conservation) [2 of 4] 4 86 

Education (Conservation) [3 of 4] 4 87 

Education (Conservation) [4 of 4] 4 88 

Forestry (1 of 2) 4 89 

Forestry (2 of 2) 4 90 



Forestry – American Forestry Association 4 91 

Forestry – The Forestry News Digest (C.C.C. Editions), 1933-1937 5 92 

“Forests”, 1944-1946 5 93 

Government Publications 5 94 

Interior and Insular Affairs, Committee on 5 95 

Izaak Walton League (National, Wisconsin, & Milwaukee) 5 96 

Izaak Walton League – Outdoor America and The Izaak Walton Magazine 5 97 

Mid-Century Conference – Resources for the Future, 1953 5 98 

Milwaukee Pamphlets – General (Civil Defense/Public Enterprise 

Comm./Wisconsin Humane Society, etc.) 

5 99 

Miscellaneous 5 100 

National Park Service – Annual Reports, 1958-1959 5 101 

National Parks 5 102 

National Wildlife Federation 5 103 

National Wildlife Federation Conservation News, 1949-1963 (not 

inclusive) 

5 104 

National Wildlife Federation Stamp Books, 1938-1947 5 105 

National Wildlife Federation Stamp Books, 1952-1961 5 106 

National Wildlife Federation Stamp Books, 1962-1963 (& loose stamps) 5 107 

Native Americans 5 108 

Political Pamphlets 5 109 

Quetico-Superior International Wildlife Refuge 5 110 

Recreation, Outdoor 5 111 

Resources For the Future, Inc., 1960-1963 5 112 

Save the Redwoods League 6 113 

Soil Conservation 6 114 

State Parks 6 115 

Water Conservation 6 116 

Waterfowl Conservation (Jack Miner) 6 117 

Wilderness Society 6 118 

Wildlife Conservation – General 6 119 

Wisconsin Conservation 6 120 

Wisconsin Conservation Bulletin, 1948, 1961-1963 6 121 

Wisconsin Conservation League 6 122 

The Wisconsin Clubwoman, 1949, 1951-1953 6 123 

Women’s Clubs – National 6 124 

Women’s Clubs – Wisconsin/Milwaukee 6 125 

Scrapbook of Newspaper Clippings, 1942-1948 6 Loose in box 

W.C.L.A. Financial Secretary’s Receipt Book, 1942-1956 6 Loose in box 

 


