Title: Rasche, William F. Papers
Call Number: Mss-0789
Inclusive Dates: 1884 — 1971
Bulk: 12.36 cu. ft.

Location: HH, Sh. 013-015 (12.3 cu. ft.)
MV, F37 (0.06 cu. ft.)
OS SM “R” (20 items)

Historical Note: William F. Rasche was a long-time teacher, principal, and director of the
Milwaukee Vocational and Adult School (now Milwaukee Area Technical College). He was
born in Milwaukee on June 6, 1888. He began his teaching career in South Dakota from 1907 to
1913. He returned to Milwaukee and became director of the Cudahy Vocational School in

1916. In 1922, he became a teacher at the Milwaukee Vocational School. From 1926 to 1930,
he left Milwaukee to serve as a Professor of VVocational Education at the University of Pittsburgh
and as personnel director for General Motors. He returned to the Milwaukee Vocational School
in 1930 as assistant director. In 1940, he was named director, and he held that post until he
retired in 1958.

During his stint as director, Rasche was instrumental in the establishment of an educational
television station (WMVS-Channel 10) at the vocational school. In addition to his educational
work, Rasche was one of Milwaukee’s most civic-minded citizens. He belonged to numerous
groups and was one of the leading forces for the establishment of the War Memorial and the
Performing Arts Center and was a supporter of equal rights for Milwaukee’s African-American
community. But Rasche focused his efforts on behalf of Milwaukee’s youth, serving many years
on the Metropolitan Youth Commission. Rasche passed away in March 1970 of a heart attack.

Scope and Content: The records consist of correspondence, reports, minutes, clippings,
publications, and photographs. They detail Rasche’s career in vocational education, as well as
his efforts to establish an educational television station, and his many civic activities. There is
also some personal material with records pertaining to Rasche’s family.

Administrative Note: The collection was reprocessed in February 2002 by Kevin Abing.

Blueprints/diagrams of Valhalla Cemetery buildings and of WMVS-TV transferred to Blueprint
Collection.

2 Yearbooks, Riverside High School Mercury, 1936, 1938, transferred to Yearbook Collection

Audio Reel-to-reel Tape of William Rasche at Meeting of VVocational School Directors, February
25, 1958 transferred to Multimedia Collection (#130)
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Army Service Forces, 1944-1945 1 1
Articles & Manuscripts, 1925-1940 1 2




Articles & Manuscripts, 1941-1963 1 3
IAwards/Citations/Programs/Invitations 1 4
Clippings/Biographical & Genealogical Information 1 5
Correspondence from William F. Rasche, 1927-1966 (A-H) 1 6
Correspondence from William F. Rasche, 1927-1966 (I-Z) 1 7
Correspondence to William F. Rasche, 1926-1969 (A-G) 1 8
Correspondence to William F. Rasche, 1926-1969 (H-M) 1 9
Correspondence to William F. Rasche, 1926-1969 (N-Z) 1 10
Correspondence with Esther (Rasche) Hollis and Family, 1950-1967 1 11
Correspondence (Circular Letters and Letters re: William F. Rasche), 1925- 1 12
1969

Diaries/Date Books, ca. 1957-1968 1 13
Financial/Medical Related Material 1 14
Miscellaneous: Wedding album, membership cards, academic records, 1 15
William F. Rasche’s and Esther Rasche’s birth certificates, etc.

Newspaper Articles by William F. Rasche, ca. 1917-1921 1 16
Rasche Family Material, 1886-1950 (correspondence & certificates in 1 17
German)

Rasche, William, Jr. Material, 1941-1942 1 18
Speeches, 1927-1963 2 19
Travelogues, 1931-1964 (by A .J. Lindemann, Emil Kronquist, & Alma & 2 20
Elston Belknap)

Academic Records Box # | Folder #
Dissertation: “The Reading Interests of Young Workers,” 1937 2 21
- Term Papers, 1925-1927 (12 bound volumes)

- Class Work Books (7 total)

\Vocational and Adult School Material Box # | Folder #
Alexander H. Clark v. Milwaukee Board of Vocational and Adult Education,| 2

1942

American VVocational Association 2 22
Apprenticeship & Advisory Committees/State Board — Minutes, 1937-1968 2 23
Autograph Book from Practical Nurses Alumnae Association, ca. 1958 2 24
Background Studies re: Wisconsin Education, 1957-1958 2 25
Biographical Information: Includes material on School Faculty as well as 2 26
William George Bruce, Robert Lawrence Cooley, Meta Curschmann,

Harold S. Falk, Herman W. Falk, George P. Hambrecht, John D. Heimick,

Matilda Puelicher, Justus C. Castleman, Harry E. Coblentz, William L.

Coffey, Joseph and Anna Reisweber Family, Robert W. Tarbell, George

Parkinson)

Board of Vocational and Adult Education — Minutes, 1947-1951 2 27
Board of VVocational and Adult Education — Minutes, 1952-1957 2 28
Board of VVocational and Adult Education — Minutes, 1958-1964 2 29
Board of VVocational and Adult Education — Minutes, 1965-1970 2 30




Budget Information, 1937-1960 3 31
Correspondence from William F. Rasche, 1927-1968 3 32
Correspondence from William F. Rasche re: Appointment as Director, 1940 3 33
Correspondence to William F. Rasche, 1925-1969 (1 of 2) 3 34
Correspondence to William F. Rasche, 1925-1969 (2 of 2) 3 35
Correspondence to William F. Rasche re: Appointment as Director, 1940 3 36
Correspondence, Miscellaneous, 1920-1958 3 37
Cudahy Vocational Board — Minutes, Correspondence, Specifications, 3 38
1915-1926

Curriculum Material, 1919-1968 3 39
Curriculum — Departmental & Miscellaneous Reports, 1924-1943 3 40
Curriculum — Departmental & Miscellaneous Reports, 1945-1960 (1 of 2) 3 41
Curriculum — Departmental & Miscellaneous Reports, 1945-1960 (2 of 2) 3 42
Curriculum — Milwaukee Institute of Technology, 1951 3 43
Curriculum — Plans, Programs, & Proposals, 1956-1964 3 44
Curriculum — Survey Study of Institute Curriculums, 1950 3 45
Department of Rural Sociology, University of Wisconsin — Reports, 1957- 3 46
1963

Employee Directories/Handbook, 1948-1970 (not inclusive) 3 47
Enrollment Statistics, 1922-1964 3 48
Faculty — Applications, Schedules, 1934-1937 4 49
Faculty Disputes — C. L. Grieber, Director of State Board of VVocational & 4 50
/Adult Education, June 1944

Faculty Disputes — Ira D. Pilliard, Feb.-May 1937 4 51
Faculty Disputes — Mary D. Vick, Feb.-June 1957 4 52
Faculty Disputes — Colin G. Welles, 1936-1937 4 53
Faculty Disputes — Colin G. Welles & Ira D. Pilliard, 1937 4 54
Hambrecht, George P. (Director, State Board of VVocational Education) — 4 55
Speeches, Articles, 1918-1938

History of Milwaukee Vocational & Adult Schools by Robert W. Tarbell 4 56
Laws/Regulations re: Vocational Education 4 57
Laws/Regulations re: Vocational Education 4 58
Legislation re: Vocational Education, 1923-1957 4 59
Legislation re: VVocational Education, 1959-1969 4 60
Manuscripts (Undated) 4 61
IMilwaukee Institute of Technology — Bulletins, 1952-1965 4 62
Milwaukee Vocational & Adult Schools — Bulletins/Class Schedules, 1943-| 4 63
58

Milwaukee Vocational & Adult Schools — Bulletins/Class Schedules, 1958- | 4 64
68

Milwaukee Vocational & Adult Schools — Reports, Miscellaneous 4 65
Milwaukee Vocational & Adult Schools/Milwaukee Institute of Technology| 4 66

— Annual Reports, 1955-1966 (not inclusive)




Milwaukee Vocational & Adult Schools/Milwaukee Institute of Technology| 4 67
— Flyers, 1937-1965

Miscellaneous Material (1 of 2) 4 68
Miscellaneous Material (2 of 2) 5 69
Newsletters, 1958-1969 5 70
Newspaper Clippings, 1930-1970 5 71
Programs/Invitations — Milwaukee Vocational & Adult School 5 72
Proposals — VVocational and Others 5 73
Publications re: Family Life, ca. 1950-1951 5 74
Publicity/News ltems 5 75
Report on New York City Vocational System, n.d. 5 76
Research Studies re: Wisconsin Education, 1958 5 77
Salaries & Wages, 1937-1956 5 78
Speeches (Assorted Authors) re: Education 5 79
State Board of VVocational and Adult Education — Bulletins, “Wisconsin 5 80
Laws Relating to Vocational Education,” 1919-1967

State Board of Vocational and Adult Education — Directories 5 81
State Board of Vocational and Adult Education — Memos/Newsletters, 5 82
1957-1969

State Board of VVocational and Adult Education — Reports, 1924-1967 5 83
(1 of 3)

State Board of VVocational and Adult Education — Reports, 1924-1967 5 84
(2 of 3)

State Board of VVocational and Adult Education — Reports, 1924-1967 5 85
(3 of 3)

Student Case Files (by Cora Belding), 1919-1929 (3 bound volumes) 6 86
Student Case Studies, 1937-1954 [RESTRICTED] 6 87
Wisconsin’s Educational Horizon, 1919-1922 6 88
Educational Television Box Folder #
Amendments/Supporting Documents for Construction Permit, 1956-1957 6 89
Clippings, 1952-1964 6 90
Correspondence/Memos, 1951-1963 6 91
Educational Television Legislative Manual, 1953 6 92
Federal Communications Commission Rules & Regulations, 1950-1955 6 93
lowa State College Television Workshop, 1952 6 94
Legal Material, 1953-1957 (Applications, Agreements, Resolutions) 6 95
Miscellaneous 6 96
Newsletters, 1952-1957 6 97
Press Releases, 1953-1959 6 98
Production Plans/Policy Manuals/Personnel Requirements, 1956 6 99
Publications/Reports re: Educational Television in Milwaukee & Wisconsin| 6 100
Publications/Reports re: Educational Television (1 of 3) 6 101
Publications/Reports re: Educational Television (2 of 3) 7 102
Publications/Reports re: Educational Television (3 of 3) 7 103




Publications/Reports re: Television Equipment, 1951-1952 7 104
Publications/Reports re: Television Equipment, 1951-1952 7 105
Report, “Television Station Planning for Educational Broadcasters,” 7 106
ca. 1952

Speeches re: Educational Television, 1952-1957 7 107
WMVS Channel 10 Program Guides/Highlights, 1957-1958, 1967 7 108
Youth-Oriented Material Box # | Folder #
Articles & Speeches 7 109
Community Welfare Council/United Community Services of Greater 7 110
Milwaukee, 1951-1965

Greendale Youth Commission, 1959 7 111
Juvenile Delinquency/Education/Children’s Court — Clippings, 1948-1966 7 112
Mayor’s Study Committee on Constructive Outlets for Youth, 1959-1960 7 113
Metropolitan Youth Commission — Correspondence, 1948-1965 7 114
IMetropolitan Youth Commission — Financial Records, 1959-1961 7 115
Metropolitan Youth Commission — General Historical Information, 1948- 7 116
1961

Metropolitan Youth Commission — Minutes, Agenda, 1948-1952 7 117
IMetropolitan Youth Commission — Minutes, Agenda, 1953-1961 7 118
IMetropolitan Youth Commission — Newspaper Clippings, 1948-1961 7 119
IMetropolitan Youth Commission — Reports, 1948-1959 7 120
IMetropolitan Youth Commission — Reports (from other sources), 1949-1963| 8 121
Metropolitan Youth Commission — Special Projects: Church & Family 8 122
Day/Government & Industry Day, 1954-1955

Metropolitan Youth Commission — Special Projects: Correspondence, 1954-| 8 123
1960

Metropolitan Youth Commission — Special Projects: Junior Town Hall Day,| 8 124
1954-1960

Metropolitan Youth Commission — Special Projects: Local Government 8 125
Day, 1955-1960

Metropolitan Youth Commission — Special Projects: Safe Drivers’ League, 8 126
1949

Metropolitan Youth Commission — Special Projects: U.N. Day/Youth Rally | 8 127
Day, 1954

Metropolitan Youth Commission — Special Projects: Youth Recognition 8 128
Week, 1954-1960

Milwaukee County Department of Public Welfare — Annual Reports, 1952- 8 129
1961

Milwaukee County Mental Health Committee, 1949 8 130
IMilwaukee County Police-Juvenile Control Council, 1956-1965 8 131
Milwaukee County Survey of Social Welfare and Health Services, Inc., 8 132
1949

IMilwaukee Inter-High School Council & City Government Day, 1962 8 133
IMilwaukee Public Schools-Dept. Of Municipal Recreation, 1948-1951 8 134
Miscellaneous 8 135




Social Development Commission of Greater Milwaukee, 1964-1965 8 136
South Milwaukee Youth Commission/The Other 98, 1957-1960 8 137
Statistics & Information re: Alcohol & Narcotics, 1939-1960 8 138
\Wisconsin Department of Public Welfare — Reports, 1954-1964 8 139
Youth Aid Bureau — Annual Reports, 1947-1963 8 140
Youth Aid Bureau — Youth Advisory Council, 1946-1964 8 141
General Activities Box Folder #
IAmerican Society for Public Administration, Milwaukee Chapter — 8 142
Reports,1959, 1961

Citizenship Commission of Milwaukee County — History, 1958 8 143
City Club of Milwaukee, 1936-1969 (minutes, reports, correspondence) 8 144
Civic Federation for Community Cooperation, 1960-1966 (minutes, reports)| 8 145
Civil Rights — Discrimination, 1948-1965 (newspaper clippings) 8 146
Civil Rights: Negroes, 1929-1963 (includes Milwaukee Urban League 9 147
material)

Cosmopolitan Club of Milwaukee, 1944-1963 (correspondence, directories) | 9 148
Governmental Studies Foundation, Inc. — Articles, By-Laws, Report, 1960- 9 149
1962

Governor’s Conference on Aging, 1960 9 150
Mayor’s Study Committee on Social Problems in the Inner Core Area of the| 9 151
City, 1956-1960

Metropolitan Study Commission — Annual Reports, 1959-1961 9 152
IMetropolitan Study Commission — Correspondence, 1952-1964 9 153
Metropolitan Study Commission — Minutes, Reports, Memos, 1958-1962 9 154
(1 of 2)

Metropolitan Study Commission — Minutes, Reports, Memos, 1958-1962 9 155
(2 of 2)

Metropolitan Study Commission — Newsletters, Reports, Misc., ca. 1955- 9 156
1965

Metropolitan Study Commission — Newspaper Clippings, 1949-1966 9 157
Metropolitan Study Commission — Reports re: Milwaukee Police Dept., 9 158
1961-63

Metropolitan Study Commission — Reports, Miscellaneous (1 of 2) 9 159
IMetropolitan Study Commission — Reports, Miscellaneous (2 of 2) 9 160
IMilwaukee Christian Center — Correspondence, Minutes, 1944-1968 10 161
IMilwaukee Christian Center — Financial Statements, 1949-1966 10 162
‘Milwaukee Christian Center — Reports, Proposals, Clippings, Misc., 1949- 10 163
1971

Milwaukee City Council of Parent-Teacher Association — Petitions to 10 164
Mayor Zeidler re: Selling of Narcotics, 1951

IMilwaukee Civic Alliance, 1941-1964 (minutes, correspondence, reports) 10 165
IMilwaukee Commission on Human Rights — Annual Reports, 1952-1959 10 166
IMilwaukee County Association for Mental Health 10 167




Milwaukee County Community Fund & Council of Social Agencies — 10 168
Policy & Technical Committee Report, 1947

IMilwaukee County Safety Commission — Reports, 1953-1961 10 169
IMilwaukee Fire & Police Commission, 1959-1964 10 170
IMilwaukee Public Library — “Over 60" Bookmobile Service, 1967-1969 10 171
|Mi|waukee Round Table, 1950-1959 (correspondence, newsletters) 10 172
IMilwaukee Urban League — Reports, 1951-1964 10 173
Miscellaneous re: Crime/Milwaukee Police 10 174
National Conference of Christians & Jews, 1934-1961 10 175
Neighborhood House, 1959-1960 10 176
Performing Arts Center, 1965-1969 (clippings, booklets, correspondence) 10 177
Plymouth Church — Constitution, Committee Structure, Bulletins, 1958- 10 178
1967

Plymouth Church — Correspondence, 1948-1968 10 179
Plymouth Church — Minutes, Memos, Financial Statements, 1959-1966 10 180
Plymouth Church — Pulpit Selection Committee, 1958-1959 10 181
Plymouth Church — Reports, 1963-1966 10 182
Plymouth Church — Rules/Regulations, Sermons, ca. 1959-1967 10 183
Programs/Invitations — Miscellaneous, 1927-1968 11 184
Proposed Pay Plan for the Five Major Taxing Units of Milwaukee Area, 11 185
1943-45

Speeches, Assorted Topics 11 186
United Cerebral Palsy of Milwaukee, Inc., 1954-1965 (1 of 2) 11 187
United Cerebral Palsy of Milwaukee, Inc., 1954-1965 (2 of 2) 11 188
\Valhalla Memorial Park Association — Correspondence, 1956-1969 11 189
\Valhalla Memorial Park Association — Financial & Legal Records, 1924- 11 190
1967

\Valhalla Memorial Park Association — Minutes, Memos, Newsletters, 1924-| 11 191
1970

\Valhalla Memorial Park Association — Reports (and specifications), 1964- 11 192
1970

\Valhalla Memorial Park Association — Sales Related Material 11 193
\Valhalla Memorial Park Association — Maps, Diagrams, Specifications 11 194
\War Memorial Development Committee — Correspondence, Memos,1945- 11 195
1970

War Memorial Development Committee — Financial Reports, Resolutions, 11 196
etc.,  1943-1966

\War Memorial Development Committee — Publications, Architectural 11 197
Drawings, 1947-1966

\Wisconsin Congregational Council — Council for Social Action, 1944-1963 | 11 198
\Wisconsin Heart Association — Correspondence, Clippings, Reports, etc, 11 199
1958-66

\Wisconsin Service Association, 1959-1961 11 200
\War Memorial Development Committee-Agreements, minutes, articles, by- | 12 201

laws




Newspaper Clippings: Wandering Boys and Girls/Unemployed Youth, 12 |Loose in box
1932-1933 and Falk Corp., 1937

Newspaper Clippings: Milwaukee Vocational School, 1929 — Sept. 21, 1935 12 |Loose in box
Newspaper Clippings: Milwaukee Vocational School, Sept. 28, 1935-Feb. 12 |Loose in box
5, 1938

Newspaper Clippings: William F. Rasche, 1937 12 |Loose in box
Newspaper Clippings: Statistics (articles taken from U.S. News & other 12 |Loose in box
papers), 1939-37

Newspaper Clippings: Cudahy Vocational School, 1916-1918 12 |Loose in box
Appraisal Report: Valhalla Cemetery Company, 1926 12 |Loose in box
“At the Top of the World,” by Robert W. Tarbell, 1959 12 |Loose in box
“A Survey of Indentured Apprentice Education in Milwaukee,” by Robert 12 |Loose in box
\W. Tarbell, 1927

Reports, miscellaneous, re: education in Milwaukee & Wisconsin 12 |Loose in box
Reports, miscellaneous, re: education 12 |Loose in box
Reports, miscellaneous, re: youth/juvenile delinquency/welfare 13 |Loose in box
Contents Location
“Lakefront Development Plan at the Milwaukee County War Memorial MV, F37
Center,” 1968

“A Performing Arts Center for Milwaukee,” 1963 MV, F37
Oversize ltems Location

State Teacher’s Certificate, January 30, 1915 OS SM “R”
State Teacher’s Certificate, April 17, 1920 OS SM “R”
Alumni Distinguished Service Award from Stout State University, June 3, OS SM “R”
1967

Certificate of Appreciation for Patriotic Service from War & Navy OS SM “R”
Departments, 1946

Citation of Merit from Milwaukee Council for Adult Learning, 1962 OS SM “R”
Citation for Public Service from Alumni Association of the University of OS SM “R”
Chicago, n.d.

Certificate from Gov. Gaylord Nelson appointing Rasche to Metropolitan OS SM “R”
Study Commission, 1959

Certificate of honorary membership in Cosmopolitan International, Oct. 26, OS SM “R”
1944

Reproduction of plaque of Rasche, pioneer in Public Television, 1958 OS SM “R”
Reproduction of plaque presented to Milwaukee Area Technical College OS SM “R”
recognizing Rasche Memorial Library, Feb. 4, 1972

Tribute from American Vocational Association for his services to mankind, OS SM “R”
Aug. 8, 1957 (2 copies)

Certificate of recognition from National Conference of Christians and Jews, OS SM “R”
April 30, 1958

Certificate from Milwaukee Civic Alliance for outstanding services as past OS SM “R”
president, May 21, 1958

Certificate granting Rasche status as Director Emeritus from Board of OS SM “R”

\Vocational and Adult Education, May 8, 1958




Certificate of active membership for life from American Vocational OS SM “R”
Association, Dec. 12, 1930

Citation from State Board of VVocational and Adult Education, June 23, OS SM “R”
1958

Diploma from South Division High School for William Rasche in general OS SM “R”
science, Jun. 21, 1906

Bachelor of Science diploma from the Stout Institute for William Rasche, OS SM “R”
Aug. 21, 1925

Master of Arts diploma from Chicago University for William Rasche, 1927 OS SM “R”
Diploma for William Rasche from Fernwood School, Jan. 24, 1902 OS SM “R”

Photos File # | Location
Rasche, William F. and Rasche Family 1 M-182
Milwaukee Vocational School — Buildings & Construction 2 M-182
Milwaukee Vocational School — Classrooms & Other School-Related 3 M-182
Scenes

Milwaukee Vocational School — Graduations 4 M-182
Cudahy Vocational School & South Dakota 5 M-182
Groups/Events (some relating to Milwaukee Vocational School) 6 M-182
Metropolitan Study Commission 7 M-182
Metropolitan Youth Commission 8 M-182
\Valhalla Cemetery 9 M-182
Individuals — Unidentified 10 M-182
Miscellaneous 11 M-182

SEE ALSO:

OS #2217 William Rasche & Unidentified Group

OS #2218: 4" Biennial Convention, National Maritime Union of America, New York, 1943

OS #2219: Banquet of National Metal Trades Association, Chicago, 1929




