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Historical Note: Johann Wilhelm Theodore Mueller was born April 4, 1889 in Bremen, 

Germany. He was the son of Johann Frederick Theodore Mueller, a cigar maker, who had been 

born in Switzerland, and Eva Fassoth, a Wallovian from the southern part of Belgium. Theodore 

graduated from school in 1903 and became an apprentice art locksmith. In 1904 he organized the 

first Socialist Youth Club. He left Bremen in 1906 after an argument with his employer, arriving 

in New York on April 13, 1906. Much of his early career was as a seaman on the Great Lakes. 

In 1921, he returned to Bremen to teach in a Berlitz Language School. He married Augusta Faber 

in 1923, and their daughter, Lillian, was born March 6, 1924. They came to the U. S. in 1925 and 

lived in Chicago until 1930, when they moved to Milwaukee. Theodore then worked for the 

Federal Writer’s Project. In 1942 he became curator of the Milwaukee County Historical 

Society, retiring in 1959. Theodore died in Milwaukee May 25, 1968. 

Augusta Faber was born in Bremen, Germany July 19, 1896. She graduated from public schools 

there and also from the Werniches Business School in 1912. She worked as a clerk and cashier 

for a warehouse company from 1912-1915 and, briefly, in 1923 for Cigaretta Fabrik Lesmona. In 

the interim period she must have been married to a man named Siebel. As noted above, she 

married Theodore Mueller in 1923 in Bremen and came to the U.S. in 1925. Augusta Mueller 

died in Milwaukee August 23, 1992. 

Lillian Mueller was born March 6, 1924, in Bremen and came to Chicago with her parents in 

1925. After the family moved to Milwaukee in 1930, she attended Milwaukee Public Schools, 

except for the 1938-1939 school year when the family was in Madison, Wis. She graduated from 

Milwaukee’s West Division High School in 1942 and from the University of Wisconsin, 

Madison, in 1946. She received a MA degree from Columbia University in 1949 and did further 

graduate work at the Universidad Nacional de Mexico, the Universite de Paris a Lasorbonne, 

University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, and the University of Wisconsin, Madison, Summer 

Institute. She travelled and worked overseas from 1949 to 1957 and taught languages at 

Greenfield High School from 1957 until her unexpected death on September 18, 1961. 

Access and Use: No restrictions 

Language: English, German  

Administrative Note: The collection was processed on May 3, 1993 by Helen Vaeth. Material 

was added to the collection on Sept. 15, 1995 and was processed by Steve Daily. 

  



Contents Box # Folder # 

 Theodore Mueller 
  

Biographies & reminiscences 1 1 

Correspondence, general. 1919, 1932-1969 1 1A 

Correspondence, special. 1941-1967 1 2 

Correspondence with publishers. 1934-1968 1 3 

Life Insurance. 1930-1968 1 4 

Medical affairs. 1939, 1964-1968 1 5 

Retirement papers. 1951-1961 1 6 

Family travels. 1925-1966 1 7 

UWM classes taught. 1959-1962 1 8 

Funeral and estate papers 1 9 

Milwaukee County Historical Society clippings & photos 1 10 

Badger State Folklore Society. 1947-1958 1 11 

Milwaukee County Historical Society correspondence. 1937-1968 1 12 

Milwaukee County Historical Society histories 1 13 

Milwaukee County Historical Society, miscellaneous 1 14 

Milwaukee Turners 1 15 

W.P. A. Federal Writers’ Project, 1933-1939 1 16 

Miscellaneous 1 17 

Speeches 1 18 

Writings, art slide shows. 1 19 

Writings, biographies 1 20 

Writings, crime 1 21 

Writings, Europe – especially Germany 1 22 

Writings, folklore & legends 1 23 

Writings, Great Depression 1 24 

Writings, Indians 1 25 

Indians, notes 1 26 

Writings, labor movement 1 27 

Writings, Milwaukee – labor movement 1 28 

Writings, Milwaukee – business & industry 1 30 

Writings, Milwaukee – history I 2 31 

Writings, Milwaukee – history II 2 32 

Writings, Milwaukee – politics 2 33 

Writings, Milwaukee – the press 2 34 

Writings, Milwaukee reports. 2 35 

Writings, miscellaneous & notes 2 36 

Writings, pageants 2 37 

Writings, plays 2 38 

Writings, poetry 2 39 

Writings, sea stories 2 40 

Writings, short stories 2 41 



Writings, The Turners 2 42 

Writings, Socialist movement 2 43 

Writings, Wisconsin history. 2 44 

Writings, DEPRESSION SHELL SHOCK, first draft called LEST WE 

FORGET 

2 45 

Writings, DEPRESSION SHELL SHOCK, second draft. 2 46 

Writings, DEPRESSION SHELL SHOCK, final draft 3 47 

Writings, DEPRESSION SHELL SHOCK, correspondence & reviews 3 48 

Writings, in German I 3 49 

Writings, in German II 3 50 

Writings, in German GUTEN MORGEN AMERIKA (Depression Shell 

Shock). 

3 51 

3 small spiral scrapbooks with typescript miscellaneous writings, some in 

German 

3 Loose in box 

3 newspaper clipping scrapbooks, some in German 
 

Loose in box 

1 issue of MERIAN, 1953 published in Bremen, Germany 
 

Loose in box 

  
  

Augusta Mueller Box # Folder # 

  
  

Augusta Mueller’s Family history & diary to Oct. 3, 1971 3 Loose in box 

Early life and biography 3 52 

Education in the U.S.  1927-1961 3 53 

Business & financial papers.  1977-1991 3 54 

Correspondence, General.  1929-1991 3 55 

Correspondence by name.  1959-1991 3 56 

Correspondence.  Kaisen family.  1945-1979 3 57 

Correspondence.  Milw. Co. Hist. Soc. 1963-1990 3 58 

Correspondence with publishers.  1939-1991 3 59 

Chef’s reminder, used by Theodore Mueller when he was steward on Old 

S.S. City of St. Joe, 1925-1926 

      3 

Health care.  1985-1990 4A 60 

Travel.  1925-1986. 4A 61 

Research & translation work 4A 62 

Volunteer activities.  1978-1990 4A 63 

Project Involve.  1971-1981 4A 64 

Project Involve.  Correspondence & office memos. 1975-1990 4A 65 

Project Involve.  Miscellaneous 4A 66 

Writings in English 4A 67 

LEBEN UND TREIBEN, der Indianer in Amerika 4A 68 

Writings in German.  Miscellaneous 4A 69 

Miscellaneous 4A 70 

Clippings.  Miscellaneous 4A 71 

Frank P. Zeidler.  1948-1991 4A 72 

“Poetic Greetings from the East:  Japanese Poetry” 4A 73 



  
  

Lillian Mueller Box # Folder # 

Biographies and diaries (except travel) 4A 73 

Citizenship certificate.  1945 4A 74 

Early life.  1924-1933 4A 75 

Grade school.  1934-1936 4A 76 

Junior high school. 1937-1938 4A 77 

  
  

Augusta Mueller Box # Folder # 

28 expenditure notebooks.  1940-1982 4B Loose in box 

3 small address books 4B Loose in box 

1 birthday book 4B Loose in box 

8 notebooks with lists of letters written, 1946-1990 4B Loose in box 

  
  

Lillian Mueller Box # Folder # 

“On Being Fourteen”.  Typescript & correspondence 5A 78 

West Division High School.  1938-1942 5A 79 

University of Wisconsin.  1942-1946.  Studies 5A 80 

University of Wisconsin.  1942-1946. Correspondence 5A 81 

University of Wisconsin.  1942-1946. Student life 5A 82 

University of Wisconsin.  1942-1946. Programs 5A 83 

Columbia University.  1947-1949 5A 84 

Other graduate studies.  1945-1960 5A 85 

Certification & employment papers. (Except Greenfield High School 5A 86 

Greenfield High School.  1958-1961 5A 87 

Travel brochures, maps & diaries.  1946-1952 5A 88 

Correspondence & Daybook. 1930-1949.  (material copied by Augusta 

Mueller) 

5A 89 

Letters home.  1937-1953 5A 90 

Letters home.  1954-1961 5A 91 

Letters to Lillian.  1933-1961 5A 92 

Sobolewski’s MOHEGA, THE FLOWER OF THE FOREST 5A 93 

Death, funeral & estate.  1961-1968 5A 94 

Sympathy cards.  1961 5A 95 

Miscellaneous 5A 96 

Postcards, foreign dictionaries & Lillian’s greeting cards 5B 

Augusta & Theo. greeting cards 5C 

  
  

Mueller Photographs  Box # Envelope # 

Mueller, Theodore 6 1 

Mueller, Augusta 6 2 

Mueller Family (Ted, Augusta, Lillian) 6 3 



Faber Family (Augusta’s parents) 6 4 

Schumacher, Else & Albert (Augusta’s sister) 6 5 

Mueller. Other German Relatives 6 6 

Mueller. Groups & Organizations 6 7 

Mueller. Places 6 8 

Mueller. Miscellaneous 6 9 

Mueller, Lillian. 1924-1942. Childhood thru High School 6 10 

Mueller, Lillian. 1942-1949. UW-Madison, Columbia University 6 11 

Mueller, Lillian. 1946. Mexico University.-1947-1949. Modeling in N.Y. 

-1960s. Spanish Institute, Madison 

6 12 

Mueller, Lillian. 1949-1961. Overseas and Rome 6 13 

Lillian Mueller’s Friends 6 14 

Great Lakes. Ships & Crews 1909-1926 6 15 

  
  

Albums: (Also See: PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECTION) 

Mueller Family 1925-1930(?) 

Mueller Family 1939-1955. Mostly in Germany 

Mueller Family 1955 

Mueller Family 1955-1970 

Films 

For the following Theodore Mueller films see the Film Collection: 

     1. Grand Canyon, California, Bryce, Zion #59  

     2. Yellowstone Park #60 

Scrapbooks (Note some of the clippings are in German) Location 

#1.  Clippings, 1918-64 R.C. 11  Sh. 5 

#2.  Street and immigrant history, 1960s R.C. 11  Sh. 5 

#3.  Clippings, 1939-65 R.C. 11  Sh. 5 

#4.  Clippings, 1958-68 R.C. 11  Sh. 5 

 


