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Historical Note: John David Anello was long-time conductor/director of the Florentine Opera 

Company, which he founded in 1932-33, and was responsible for “Music Under the Stars” for 

more than 30 years as cultural activities director for the Milwaukee County Park Commission. 

He also was asked by the MPS Municipal Recreation Dept. in 1936 to form the Milwaukee Pops 

Orchestra, which later became the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra. Because of his 

Italian background, Anello also directed the Milwaukee Unico’s Columbus Week Concert for 

many years. 

Administrative Note: The collection was donated by John Anello Jr.  The collection was 

processed on June 8, 1996 by Steve Daily. Additional material was donated by James B. Anello 

on May 18, 2016. The collection was processed on June 8, 2016 by Illiana Zambrano.  

Contents Box # Folder # 

Musical Comedy, 1935   1 A 

Letters, cards, telegram, 1941-77, 1994 1 1 

Mothers’ Day Concert programs, 1951-65 1 2 

Milwaukee Pops Orchestra programs and flyer, 1950-54 1 3 

Music Under the Stars programs and flyers, 1948-90 1 4 

Florentine Opera Company 

- lists of board and administration members 

- minutes of Opera Club, May 26, 1970 

- newsletter of Opera Club, Oct. 1970 

- 42nd Anniversary of Florentine Opera Company 

program of the Vieux Carre Ball sponsored by Opera Club, Sept. 28, 1973 

- 40th season Florentine Opera Company flyer 

- questionnaire/survey 

1 5 



Florentine Opera Company programs and flyers, 1944-1983 1 6 

Misc. programs, newsletters, publications, pamphlets 1 7 

Sheet music. 

- Natoma: An Opera in Three Acts Victor Hubert, 1911 

- My Favorite Songs John Charles Thomas, 1945 

- Anvil Chorus Verdi, 1907 

- Ballad For Americans Earl Robinson, 1968 

- The Telephone Gian-Carlo Menotti 1947 
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Miscellaneous  1 9 

Congressional records:  

-Congressional Record 102
nd

 , 1991 

1 10 

Italian Chorus 

- Andrew Jackson Social Center, 1935  

-A message for the Italian Opera Chorus, 1993 

-Italian Chorus Roster 

1 11 

Newspapers, 1995 1 12 

Scrapbook of clippings, 1950s – 1960s 2 

Loose clippings, 1940s – 1970s 2 

Photos Location 

John-David Anello, Sr. 

-Anello with Frank Zeider 

M-147 

Individuals – male, some in costume M-147 

Individuals – females, some in costume M-147 

Groups in costume M-147 

Washington Park Band Shell M-147 

Miscellaneous 

-Italian Opera Chorus Reunion, 1993 

M-147 



Music Under the Stars Rehearsals and performances (slides)  M-147 

Multimedia (see multimedia collection)  

CD: Florentine Opera Company Cavalleria Rusticana (Disc 1), 1956   #33 

DVD: Milwaukee County music performance, 1989 #34 

DVD: Music Under the Stars Rehearsal, 1989 #35 

VHS: Music Under the Stars, 1989 #36 

Cassette: Florentine Opera 1948-1949  #37 

 


