Title: Otjen, Theobald Papers

Call Number: Mss-0779

Inclusive Dates: 1867 — 1963

Bulk: 7.6 cu. ft. total

Location: GV, Sh. 044-045 (6.6 cu. ft.)
LC, Sh. 011 (1.0 cu. ft))
OS LG “O” (17 items)

0S SM “O” (4 items)
0S SM “H” (1 item)

Abstract: These papers concern mainly Theobald Otjen (1851-1924), a prominent Bay View
attorney and Republican Congressman from the 4™ District (1894-1907). In Congress, he was
instrumental in establishing the Great Lakes Naval Training Station and improving the river and

harbor facilities of Milwaukee.

Scope and Content: The collection contains correspondence, reports, clippings, speeches and
legislative material covering Otjen’s political career. This material concerns such issues as
political patronage, campaigns, pension claims, foreign affairs, as well as rivers and harbors and
the Great Lakes Training Station. It also includes material from the Otjen Brothers law
partnership and concerns primarily real estate and probate cases. There is also some personal
papers, especially letters from his guardian Emily Ward of Detroit and material pertaining to

Christian S. Otjen, Henry Otjen and C.J. Otjen.

Administrative Note: The collection was processed July 13, 1995, by Steve Daily and

reprocessed in November 2000 by Kevin Abing.

Contents Box # Folder #
Correspondence, 1867 — 1885 1 1
Correspondence, 1886 — April 1899 1 2
Correspondence, May 1899 — 1901 1 3
Correspondence, January — May 15, 1902 1 4
Correspondence, May 16 — June 1902 1 5
Correspondence, July — December 1902 1 6
Correspondence, 1903 1 7
Correspondence, January — February 1904 1 8
Correspondence, March — April 1904 1 9
Correspondence, May — July 1904 1 10
Correspondence, August — October 1904 1 11
Correspondence, November — December 1904 1 12
Correspondence, 1905 2 13
Correspondence, 1906 — 1918 2 14
Correspondence re Requests for Publications, 1894 — April 1902 2 15




Correspondence re Requests for Publications, May — December 1902 2 16
Correspondence re Requests for Publications, 1903 2 17
Correspondence re Requests for Publications, January — August 1904 2 18
Correspondence re Requests for Publications, September 1904 — 1907 2 19
Pension Correspondence, 1894 — January 1902 2 20
Pension Correspondence, February — May 1902 2 21
Pension Correspondence, June 1902 — April 1904 2 22
Pension Correspondence, May 1904 — 1907 2 23
Legislative Reference File — Labor 2 24
Legislative Reference File — Race Relations 2 25
Legislative Reference File — Patriotism 2 26
Legislative Reference File — Railroads 2 27
Legislative Reference File — Taxes 2 28
Legislative Reference File — Soldiers’ Home 2 29
Legislative Reference File — Women’s Suffrage 2 30
Legislative Reference File — Miscellaneous 2 31
Legislative Reference File — Speeches/Pamphlets 2 32
Congressional Record, 55" and 58" Congress 3 33
Congressional Record, 59" Congress 3 34
Reports, 54", 56" — 58" Congresses 3 35
Reports, 59" Congress 3 36
List of Bills Introduced in 57", 58" and 59" Congress by Theo. Otjen 3 37
Bills, 56" Congress 3 38
Bills, 57" Congress 3 39
Bills, 58" Congress 3 40
Bills, 59" Congress 3 41
Resolutions, 57" Congress 3 42
Resolutions, 59" Congress 3 43
Acts of the 59" Congress 3 44
Information re: Census and Money Circulation 3 45
National Soldiers’ Home — Wood, Estimated Expenditures, 1904 3 46
Great Lakes Naval Training Station 3 47
Speeches, 1872 — 1876 3 48
Speeches, 1896 — 1897 (some not by Otjen) 3 49
Speeches, 1898 (some not by Otjen) 3 50
Speeches, 1900 (not by Otjen) 3 51
Speeches, 1902 3 52
Speeches, 1903 (some not by Otjen) 3 53
Franking Privilege Slips 3 54
Information on River and Harbor Legislation, 1900-1906 3 55
The Journal, Washington, D.C., July 1906 3 56
Campaign Literature: Republican Party 3 57
Campaign Literature: William J. Cary 3 58
Campaign Literature: General & Socialists 3 59
Election Returns, 4" Congressional District, n.d. 3 60
Invitations 3 61
Invitations 3 62
Programs 3 63




Programs 3 64
Speeches, 1904 (some not by Otjen) 4 65
Speeches, Undated & Reference Material for Speeches 4 66
Campaign Literature: Theobald Otjen 4 67
Appointments Sought by Otjen and Miscellaneous 4 68
Appointments: Postmaster, Milwaukee, 1905 4 69
Appointments: Postmaster, South Milwaukee, 1905 4 70
Appointments: Postmaster, Cudahy, 1903 4 71
Appointments: Postmaster, St. Francis, 1904 4 72
Appointments: Census Taker, 1899 4 73
Appointments: Consular (Sweden), 1900 4 74
Campaign Mailing Lists 4 75
PERSONAL/FAMILY MATERIAL
Theobald Otjen Autobiography 4 76
Theobald Otjen, Biographical/Genealogical Information 4 77
Theobald Otjen, Personal Documents & Papers 4 78
Henry H. Otjen, Personal Documents & Papers 4 79
Christian S. Otjen, Personal Documents & Papers 4 80
C.J. Otjen, Personal Documents & Papers 4 81
BUSINESS MATERIALS
Village of Bay View Records (1 of 2) 4 82
Village of Bay View Records (2 of 2) 4 83
Village of Bay View: Incorporation, Ordinances, Map, 1881- 1887 4 84
Business Materials: Real Estate Documents 4 85
Business Materials: Real Estate Documents 4 86
Business Materials: Real Estate Documents 4 87
Business Materials: Probate & General 4 88
Business Materials: Probate & General 4 89
Business Materials: Probate & General 4 90
Newspaper Clippings re: Theobald Otjen & Miscellaneous Clippings 5 91
Theobald Otjen: Account Book/Clippings, 1870s 5 92
Theobald Otjen: Personal Cash Account Books, 1873 — 1885 5 93
Calling/Business Cards 5 94
Menus 5 95
Philippines Tour, 1905 5 96
Yellowstone Tour Material 5 97
Miscellaneous Material 5 98
- Roster, lvanhoe Commander No. 24, Knights Templar, Milwaukee, 1907 5 98
- Roster, E.B. Wolcott Woman’s Relief Corps (G.A.R.), 1906 5 98
- Campaign Manual, Social-Democratic Party, Milwaukee County, 1912 5 98
- Annual Year Book, South Side Woman’s Club, 1909 5 98
- Directory, 59" Congress, House of Representatives, 1907 5 98
- Yearbook & Directory, Wisconsin Association of the District of 5 98
Columbia, 1906
- Promotional Booklet, Hotel Knickerbocker, New York, 1908 5 98




- Promotional Booklet, The Plaza Hotel, New York, ca. 1907 5 98

- Songbook, University of Michigan 5 98

- Map of Washington, D.C., Compliments of Dewey Hotel 5 98

- “History of Modern Socialism” 5 98

- Miscellaneous Admission Tickets 5 98
Bound Letters re: Otjen’s Renomination & Reelection to Congress, 1900 6 LOOSE
Bound Congratulatory Letters for Otjen’s Election to Congress, 1894 6 LOOSE
Bound Information re: Economic Matters, 1895 6 LOOSE
Day Book and Journal, Otjen & Otjen, 1884 — 1889 6 LOOSE
Account Book, Otjen & Otjen, 1884 — 1890 6 LOOSE
Inaugural Souvenir, 1901 (McKinley and Roosevelt) 6 LOOSE
Report on California Earthquake, 1906 6 LOOSE
Peace and War: United States Foreign Policy, 1931 — 1941 6 LOOSE
“Argument in Support of the Authority of Congress to Prohibit Inter-State 6 LOOSE
Commerce in Convict-made Goods,” 1906
“What Kind of Rural Life do Young People Want?,” 1935 6 LOOSE
U.W.-Madison Bulletin — “The University and the Fight Against Crime,” 1937 6 LOOSE
Conference Report, American Medical Association, Bureau of Medical 6 LOOSE
Legislation, 1907
Democratic Party Campaign Text Book, 1904 6 LOOSE
Republican Party Campaign Text Book, 1912 6 LOOSE
Wisconsin Governor James O. Davidson, Annual Message, 1907 6 LOOSE
All the Republican National Conventions, 1856 — 1896 6 LOOSE
The Wisconsin Archeologist, v. 4 (April — August 1905) 6 LOOSE
Along the Rio Grande 6 LOOSE
65 Glimpses of Nantucket 6 LOOSE
Bible Given to Theobald Otjen in 1865 6 LOOSE
Hymnal of Protestant Episcopal Church, 1881 6 LOOSE
New Testament, published for National War Work Council, Y.M.C.A., 1918 6 LOOSE
OVERSIZE MATERIAL Location
The Milwaukee Sentinel Semi-Centennial Souvenir Edition, October 16, 1895 OS LG “O”
(6 sections and 1 color supplement)
The Milwaukee Sentinel Souvenir Edition for the National Republican League, OS LG “0O”
August 25-27, 1896 (3 sections; 2 copies of each section)
Milwaukee Daily Record, August 4, 1896 (3 copies) OS LG “O”
Milwaukee Daily Record, October 31, 1896 (2 copies) OS LG “O”
The Milwaukee Telegraph, October 15, 1892, and October 31, 1896 (2 copies) OS LG “O”
Milwaukee Suburbanite, September 19, 1896 (2 copies) OS LG “0O”
The Anti-Monopolist (Official Journal of the Wisconsin Anti-Monopoly Labor OS LG “O”
League), September 29, 1900 (2 copies)
The Washington Times, February 26, 1907 (2 copies) OS LG “O”
The Sun (New York), June 15, 1898 OS LG “O”
Commission Certificate as a “Colonel” in 4™ Division of Harrison and Morton OS SM “O”
Army, Republican Party, October 10, 1888
The Wisconsin Artisan (Milwaukee), Oct. 1, 1896 (3 copies) and Nov. 1, 1896 (2 OS SM “O”
copies)
Wisconsin Certificate of Examination for Henry N. Otjen admitting him to the OS SM “0O”




bar, 1905

Certificate allowing Henry N. Otjen to practice law in Circuit Court, Milwaukee OS SM “0O”
County, 1905

Confirmation Certificate for Eduard Heiden, 1884 OS SM “H”
SCRAPBOOKS Location
Correspondence, 1881-1885 LC, Sh. 011
Political clippings, 1900-1902 LC, Sh. 011
Election and political clippings c. 1900 LC, Sh. 011
Correspondence real estate, 1885-1888 LC, Sh. 011
Law register of cases involving Theo. Otjen, 1876-1909 LC, Sh. 011
Law register, 1881(missing)

Scrapbooks, 3 vols. GV, Sh. 045
Personal scrapbook relating to trip to Philippine Islands GV, Sh. 045
Personal scrapbook GV, Sh. 045
Pension journal c. 1895 GV, Sh. 045
Correspondence Book, 1889 — 1911 GV, Sh. 045

MICROFILM: See: Parts of Reels #459 & #514 for sections on Theobald Otjen




