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Abstract: 

Collection includes the papers of Dr. Louis F. Frank and family.  Most of the collection consists 

of the original diaries of Dr. Louis F. Frank from 1899 to 1916.  These diaries were written in 

German.  Translations of the diaries are included in the collection.  Other materials include proof 

copies and manuscripts of Dr. Frank’s publications, Kerler Family and Frank Family 

correspondence, and Kerler-Frank Family history. 

Biographical Note: 

Dr. Louis F. Frank was born in Milwaukee on April 15, 1857, to a pioneer German-American 

family.  His father, August Frank, was born in Germany in 1821 and came to the United States in 

1850.  Dr. Louis F. Frank went to parochial schools in Milwaukee and then went on to study 

medicine at the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor.  He transferred to the University of the 

City of New York, where he graduated in 1878. 

He returned to Milwaukee in 1880 and established a medical practice.  He married Emily 

Inbusch in 1881.  They had three children: Edwin, Elsa and Emily.  In 1890 his wife died and in 

1892 he was married to Ella Schandein.  They had two children: Armin and Louise. 

Frank was very prominent in the Milwaukee medical field.  He specialized in dermatology and 

introduced Milwaukee to the X-ray and the Finsen ultra violet ray lamp for the treatment of 

malignant skin diseases.  He was a member of the Milwaukee Medical Society, the Milwaukee 

County Medical Society, the State Medical Society of Wisconsin, and the American Medical 

Society.  He also was one of the organizers and first president of the Johnston Emergency 

Hospital. 

Frank was actively involved in various musical organizations throughout the city.  He was one of 

the founders of the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music.  He also served as the president of the 

Milwaukee Musical Society for several years.  Later in life, he slowed his practice to work on his 

literary pursuits.  He published his family letters in a book entitled Pionier-Jahre der Familien 

Frank-Kerler.  He also completed a book entitled the History of the Medical Profession of 

Milwaukee.  Dr. Frank died after a lingering illness on May 12, 1918. 

Administrative Note: 

The diaries were translated in 1989.  The collection was reprocessed by Amanda Wynne in 2010. 



Contents List:  

Folder Title Box # Folder # 

Frank-Kerler Family, Correspondence, 1839 – 1854 1 1 

Frank-Kerler Family, Correspondence and Documents, 1845 – 1851 1 2 

Frank-Kerler Family, Correspondence, 1857 – 1886 1 3 

Frank-Kerler Family, Documents, 1852 – 1856 1A 4 

Frank-Kerler Family, Maps and Diagrams, undated 1A 5 

Frank-Kerler Family, Photographs, undated 1A 6 

Frank Family, Correspondence, 1852 – 1863 1A 7 

Stammtafeln der Familie Frank, undated (3 copies) 1A 8 

Kerler Family, Correspondence, 1849 – 1860 1A 9 

Kerler Family, Tage Buch von Edvard Kerler, 1851 – 1853  1A 10 

Kerler Family, “Haupt V. Capitol Buck, 1849-1853,” Tage Buch von Edvard 

Kerler 

MF #506, 508 

Kerler Family, Family Tree, 1981 1A 11 

Reverend Frank, Correspondence, 1850 – 1866 1A 12 

Miscellaneous Correspondence, 1849 – 1862 1A 13 

Louis F. Frank, Medical History of Milwaukee, Manuscript, Part 1 1A 14 

Louis F. Frank, Medical History of Milwaukee, Manuscript, Part 2 1A 15 

Louis F. Frank, Medical History of Milwaukee, Manuscript, Part 3 1A 16 

Louis F. Frank, Medical History of Milwaukee, Manuscript, Part 4 1A 17 

Louis F. Frank, Pionierjahre, Photographs 1A 18 

Louis F. Frank, Pionierjahre, Proof Copy, Pages 001-256 (copy 1) 1A 19 

Louis F. Frank, Pionierjahre, Proof Copy, Pages 001-256 (copy 2) 1A 20 

Louis F. Frank, Pionierjahre, Proof Copy, Pages 257-529 (copy 1) 2 21 

Louis F. Frank, Pionierjahre, Proof Copy, Pages 257-529 (copy 2) 2 22 

Louis F. Frank, Correspondence, Acknowledgments for Pionierjahre, 1911-

1913 

2 23 

Louis F. Frank, Miscellaneous Materials, 1900-1910 2 24 

Louis F. Frank, Saengerfest Booklets and Souvenirs, 1886, 1889, 1911 2 25 

Louis F. Frank, Diary, Translations, 1899-1901 (2 copies) 2 26-27 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Translations (Bound), 1899-1900 2 28 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Translations, 1902-1903 (2 copies) 2 29-30 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Translations, 1904-1906 (2 copies) 2 31-32 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Translations, January 1907-August 1907 (2 copies)  2 33-34 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Translations, Sept. 1907-Dec. 1907 (2 copies) 2 35-36 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Translations, 1908-1909 (2 copies) 2 37-38 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Translations (Bound), 1908 2 39 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Translations, 1910-1911 (2 copies) 2 40-41 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Translations, 1912-1913 (2 copies) 2 42-43 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Translations, 1914-1915 (2 copies) 2 44-45 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Translations, 1916 (2 copies) 3 46-47 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Originals, 1899-1902 3 Loose 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Originals, 1903-April 1907 3 Loose 



Louis F. Frank, Diary Originals, April 1907-July 1907 3 48 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Originals, August 1907-September 1907 3 49 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Originals, October 1907-November 1907 3 50 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Originals, November 1907-January 1908 3 51 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Originals, 1908 3 52 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Originals, 1909-1910 3 53 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Originals, 1911 3 54 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Originals, 1912-1913 3 55 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Originals, 1914-1915 3 56 

Louis F. Frank, Diary Originals, 1916 3 57 

Louis C. Frank & Mildred Frank (nee Duval) – Miscellaneous  

- North Division High yearbooks, 1917-19  

- North Division High commencement program, 1919 

- Marquette University yearbook, 1924  

- Marquette Tribune, 1924 

- Mildred Duval report cards, 1909-1916 

3 58 

Ernest H. Frank (Donor: Dorothy [Frank] Anderson) 

- Trap shooting record books, Jolly Gun Club, 1900-1902 

- Milwaukee Sharpshooters Society constitution, ca. 1896 

- Milwaukee Sharpshooters Society membership cards, receipt, flyer, 

1908 

- Trap Shooting Rules of the American Shooting Association, 1893 

- Membership book, Milwaukee Liederkranz, 1887, & membership 

card, 1885 

3 59 

Engraving/Printing Plates Used in Frank-Kerler “Green Book,” 1911 4  

Photo Album of Louis F. Frank home, 2300 W. Wisconsin Ave., undated.  MV, Sh. 80 

Oversized Kerler Family Tree, 19081 MV, Sh. 58 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 


