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Abstract: George Hardie worked for the United States Postal Service (USPS) until his retirement.  He collected 

a good deal of material, mainly periodicals and publications, relating to the Postal Service and the unions 

representing the employees. Aviation history was his passion, and he collected numerous photos and other 

material related to Milwaukee County. 

 

Scope and Content: The George Hardie Jr. collection consists primarily of photographs documenting 

Milwaukee County’s aviation history, including images of notable aircraft, famous aviators who visited 

Milwaukee County, developments in air-mail delivery, Wisconsin Air National Guard units, as well as the 

history of airfields in Milwaukee County, most specifically the development of the original Milwaukee County 

Airfield into General Mitchell International Airport. In addition to the photographs, the collection contains 

aviation related correspondence, aircraft specifications, aircraft pamphlets and publications, article and 

presentations by George Hardie, and newspaper clippings related to the Mitchell family, aviation and general 

history.  The collection also contains material related to the United States Postal Service (USPS).  The 

manuscript components of the collection comprise boxes 1 and 2.  Photographs are contained in boxes 3 

through 5. 

 

Access and Use: No restrictions  

 

Language: English.  

 

Administrative Note:  Processed by Steve Daily, March 1998.  Finding aid rewritten by Steve Schaffer 

December, 2014. 

 

 

Contents 
Box # Folder # 

Hi-Lites: Newsletter published by the National Federation of Post Office Clerks Local #3, 

Milwaukee. 1950-1970 (not inclusive) 

1 Loose 

Postal Clerk Journal: Official publication of the National Federation of Postal Office 

Clerks. (National) 1955-1974 (not inclusive) 

1 Loose 

Postal Worker Journal: Publication of American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO. 1970-

1972 (not  inclusive) 

1 Loose 

Postal Life: Postal Service publication for employees. 1968-1970 (not inclusive) 1 Loose 

Postal Service News 1955-1961 U.S. Post Office publication. 2 Loose 

U.S. Post Office publications, manuals, etc. 2 Loose 

Miscellaneous Union materials. 2 1 

Miscellaneous Clippings, 1963-1974. 2 2 
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Correspondence: Aviation 1963-89. 2 3 

Articles: Milwaukee's First Airport & Lindbergh in Milwaukee. 2 4 

Mitchell School presentation, 1963. 2 5 

Aircraft data. 2 6 

Airmail anniversary information, 1968. 2 7 

Mitchell Family clippings. 2 8 

Aviation pamphlets, publications, catalogs. 2 9 

Aviation clippings. 2 10 

Miscellaneous Historical clippings. 2 11 

Miscellaneous. 2 12 

PHOTOGRAPHS   

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport 1930s-40s 3 Binder 1 

Photographs: General Mitchell Field 1955 3 Binder 2 

Photographs: General Mitchell Field 1964-66 3 Binder 3 

Photographs: General Mitchell Field 1947 3 Binder 4 

Photographs: Curtiss/Wright - Butler Airport 1919-26 3 Binder 5 

Photographs: Milwaukee Airmail 1920s 3 Binder 6 

Photographs: Unidentified people 3 Folder 7 

Photographs: Unidentified aircraft 3 Folder 8 

Photographs: Identified aircraft  3 Folder 9 

Photographs: Identified people 3 Folder 10 

Photographs: Airports 3 Folder 11 

Photographs: Weeks Aircraft School, 1929 3 Folder 12 

Photographs: Hamilton Aircraft factory, 1928 3 Folder 13 

Photographs: Borchert Field balloon race, 1922 3 Folder 14 

Photographs: Matthews Bros. Co., 1918   3 Folder 15 

Photographs: Hamilton Airport 1920s 3 Folder 16 

Photographs: Curtiss/Wright - Butler Airport 1920s 3 Folder 17 

Photographs: Miscellaneous early aircraft 3 Folder 18 

Photographs: Aircraft -1927  3 Folder 19 

Photographs: Aircraft -1928 3 Folder 20 

Photographs: Aircraft -1929 3 Folder 21 

Photographs: Aircraft -1930 3 Folder 22 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport -1931 3 Folder 23 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport -1932 3 Folder 24 

Photographs: Beer flight -1933 3 Folder 25 

Photographs: Aircraft-1934 3 Folder 26 

Photographs: People-1935 3 Folder 27 

Photographs: Aircraft-1936 3 Folder 28 

Photographs: Aircraft 1937 3 Folder 29 

Photographs: Aircraft-1938 3 Folder 30 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport -1939 3 Folder 31 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport -1940 3 Folder 32 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport -1941 3 Folder 33 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field photos -1945 3 Folder 34 

Photographs: Aircraft -1947 3 Folder 35 

Photographs: Aircraft -1948 3 Folder 36 



 3 

Photographs: Aircraft -1949 3 Folder 37 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field-1950 3 Folder 38 

Photographs: Aircraft -1953 3 Folder 39 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field -1955 3 Folder 40 

Photographs: Aircraft-1961 3 Folder 41 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field-1964 3 Folder 42 

Photographs: Aircraft -1976 3 Folder 43 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field -1977 3 Folder 44 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field parking deck -1978 3 Folder 45 

Photographs: Aircraft -1979 3 Folder 46 

Photographs: Milwaukee County Airport -1981 3 Folder 47 

Photographs: Aircraft -1986 3 Folder 48 

Photographs: Aircraft -1988 3 Folder 49 

Photographs: Aircraft-Concorde 3 Folder 50 

Photographs: Miscellaneous aircraft and people 3 Folder 51 

Photographs: Milwaukee aviation history  3 Folder 52 

Photographs: State Fair aviation  3 Folder 53 

Photographs: Gen. Mitchell Field Airport, miscellaneous 3 Folder 54 

Photographs: Midwest Express aircraft maintenance 9/17/94  4 Envelope 

Photographs: Air Terminal, 1940  4 Envelope 

Photographs: Midwest Express aircraft maintenance 9/17/94  4 Envelope 

Photographs: Amasa, North Michigan, Triangle Ranch 4 Envelope 

Photographs: Crites Airport   4 Sm.  Box 

Photographs: Airports   4 Sm.  Box 

Photographs: Airports  4 Sm.  Box 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1920 4 Folder 55 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1921 4 Folder 56 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1922 4 Folder 57 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1923 4 Folder 58 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1924 4 Folder 59 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1925 4 Folder 60 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1926 4 Folder 61 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1927 4 Folder 62 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1928 4 Folder 63 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1929 4 Folder 64 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1930 4 Folder 65 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1931 4 Folder 66 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1932 4 Folder 67 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1933 4 Folder 68 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1934 4 Folder 69 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1935 4 Folder 70 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1936 4 Folder 71 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1937 4 Folder 72 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -1939 4 Folder 73 

Photographs: Toepfer Aerial -Miscellaneous 4 Folder 74 

Photographs: Unidentified aerial views. 5 Folder 75 

Photographs: Identified aerial views. 5 Folder 76 
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Photographs: Fish. 5 Folder 77 

Photographs: Aircraft 5 Folder 78 

Photographs: Unidentified people 5 Folder 79 

Photographs: Identified people 5 Folder 80 

Photographs: Buildings 5 Folder 81 

Photographs: Early traffic signal     5 Folder 82 

Photographs: Curtiss-Reynolds Airport Glenview, Ill. 5 Envelope 

Negatives 5 Loose 

Glass plate negatives, 4x5, 8x10, 35mm         5 Loose 

 

 

Oversize Photos: See MV, F32. County Airport looking NE, 1927; County Airport looking NE, 1935; Air 

Show at County Airport, 1932; C-47 troop carrier squadron at Gen. Mitchell Field, 1942; C-47's parked at 

airport (2); Willey Post and Harold Getty with Lockheed Vega at County Airport; 1931,Navy dirigible Akron 

over Milwaukee, 1931; Maitland Field, 1949; 126th Observation Squadron Wisconsin National Guard, April 

1941, Fort Dix, NJ (Ken Kuehn identified); 126th  Observation T-26. 

 

Oversize Photos/Negatives (donated by Michael Goc, March 2019): early airplanes, airports, mail flights 

 

Oversize Photos: See MV, F32.  61 Toepfer aerial views of various industrial buildings and cityscapes (several 

duplicates) and three aircraft photos. 

 

 

 

 


