
  

Title: Urban Day School Collection  

 

Reference Code: Mss-1499  

 

Inclusive Dates:  ca. 1928, 1967 – 2016  

 

Quantity: 6.4 cu. ft. total 

 

Location:  WHS, B038-B039 (5.4 cu. ft.) 

  MV, Box M-250 (1.0 cu. ft. Photos)   

 

Abstract: With the close of the St. Benedict the Moor School in the 1960s, social activists 

established the Urban Day School (UDS) in 1967 to provide high quality education for central 

city children and to preserve a neighborhood school.  The school had less than 200 students 

initially but expanded to nearly 1,000 at its peak.  UDS operated at several locations before 

finding a permanent home in the early 1970s at 24th and Vliet streets in the old St. Michael’s 

Parish school building.  UDS had the distinction of being Milwaukee’s first Choice School in 

1990.  Milwaukee’s Social Development Commission asked UDS to open a second Head Start 

site, which it did at 12th and Atkinson in the Holy Angels parochial school building.  In 2008, 

UDS applied for and received permission to open as a Charter School in 2009.  The loss of 

federal Head Start funding and other financial difficulties prompted school leaders to close the 

school after the 2015-2016 school year. 

 

Scope and Content: The collection consist of reports, minutes, newspaper clippings, photos, 

publications and other ephemera documenting the school’s history and activities.  Of particular 

interest is the material related to UDS’s participation in the still controversial school choice and 

charter school efforts. 

 

Access and Use: No restrictions 

 

Language: English 

 

Notes: Records donated by Urban Day School, Inc., June 22, 2016.  The collection was 

processed by Kevin Abing, July 2017. 

 

Arrangement:   

 

Folder Heading Box # File # 

12th Street Building Project (1 of 2) 1 1 

12th Street Building Project (2 of 2) 1 2 

12th Street Building Project – Construction Photos 1 3 

12th Street Expansion (1 of 7) 1 4 

12th Street Expansion (2 of 7) 1 5 

12th Street Expansion (3 of 7) 1 6 

12th Street Expansion (4 of 7) 1 7 

12th Street Expansion (5 of 7) 1 8 



  

12th Street Expansion (6 of 7) 1 9 

12th Street Expansion (7 of 7) 1 10 

Achievement and Assessment Committee, 2010-2012 1 11 

AdvanceEd Accreditation, John W. Plantenberg 1 12 

Advancement Committee, 2011-2012 1 13 

Anniversary: 10th and 20th (1977 and 1987) 1 14 

Anniversary: 25th (1992) 1 15 

Anniversary: 30th (1997) 1 16 

Anniversary: 35th (2002) 1 17 

Anniversary: 40th (2008) 1 18 

   

Annual Reports, Urban Day School, 1994-2006 (not inclusive) 2 1 

Annual Reports – Miscellaneous  

     - Advocates for Retarded Citizens, 1990 

     - Girl Scouts of Milwaukee Area, 1990-1991 

     - Harambee School Development Corporation, 1991-1992 

     - Highland Community School, 1989-1990 and 1991-1992 

     - Hunger Task Force of Milwaukee, 1990 

     - Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, 1987-1988 

     - Neighborhood House of Milwaukee, 1990 

     - Next Door Foundation, 1987-1988 

     - St. Joan Antida High School, 1995-1996 

     - United Migrant Opportunity Services, 1991 

     - YWCA, 1994 

 

Also includes non-Milwaukee schools and organizations 

2 2 

Art Projects, 1969 (Scrapbook) 2 Loose 

Audits (1 of 3) 2 3 

Audits (2 of 3) 2 4 

Audits (3 of 3) 2 5 

Audits: Financial Statements and Additional Information, 1999-2006 2 6 

Audits: Financial Statements and Additional Information, 2006-2011 2 7 

Basic Urban Day School Information – Tax Exempt 2 8 

Board Information, 2003 2 9 

Board Information, 2003-2004 2 10 

Board Meetings, 2008 2 11 

Board Meetings, 2009 2 12 

Campaign Info (2000) 2 13 

Charter Prospectus, 2009 2 14 

Charter School Application – City of Milwaukee/UWM (1 of 2) 2 15 

Charter School Application – City of Milwaukee/UWM (2 of 2) 2 16 

   

Choice/Charter (1 of 4) 3 1 

Choice/Charter (2 of 4) 3 2 

Choice/Charter (3 of 4) 3 3 



  

Choice/Charter (4 of 4) 3 4 

Correspondence, 2011-2012 (A-L) 3 5 

Correspondence, 2011-2012 (M-Z) 3 6 

Creative Sharp – Art   3 7 

Day Care 3 8 

Development 3 9 

Early Childhood Strategic Plan, 2011-2014 3 10 

Elementary School Field Book, 2010 3 11 

Foundation Data Information 3 12 

Graduations, 1968-2002 3 12A 

Head Start, 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 (1 of 2) 3 13 

Head Start, 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 (2 of 2) 3 14 

Head Start/SDC (1 of 4) 3 15 

Head Start/SDC (2 of 4) 3 16 

Head Start/SDC (3 of 4) 3 17 

Head Start/SDC (4 of 4) 3 18 

Head Start/SDC – Comprehensive Monthly Program Report, Jan.-Feb. 2012 3 19 

Head Start/SDC – Comprehensive Monthly Program Report, May-Dec. 2011 3 20 

   

Head Start/SDC – Comprehensive Monthly Program Report, Dec. 2010-

April 2011 

4 1 

Head Start/SCD – Comprehensive Monthly Program Report, Sept.-Nov. 

2010 

4 2 

Head Start Self-Assessment, 2008-09 & 2010-11 (1 of 3) 4 3 

Head Start Self-Assessment, 2008-09 & 2010-11 (2 of 3) 4 4 

Head Start Self-Assessment, 2008-09 & 2010-11 (3 of 3) 4 5 

James G. Feil Reception, 2012 4 6 

Marketing, 2007-2010 4 7 

Marketing, 2010-2011  4 8 

Marketing, 2011-2012 4 9 

McBeath Foundation: Penfield Children’s Center/Marquette University 

Behavior Clinic 

4 10 

Mike Wallace (Transcript of 1991 60 Minutes program) 4 11 

Newsletters, 2002 - 2014 4 12 

Newspaper Clippings/Articles, 1970s-1980s 4 13 

Newspaper Clippings/Articles, 1990-1994 4 14 

Newspaper Clippings/Articles, 1995-1999 4 15 

Newspaper Clippings/Articles, 2000-2014 4 16 

Newspaper Clippings/Articles, undated 4 17 

Parents: Minutes, Newsletters and Notices, 1968-1973 4 18 

School Choice Demonstration Project Evaluation Reports (#6-13), 2009 4 19 

Scrapbook, 1967-1990 4 20 

Strategic Plan, 2011-2012 4 21 

Strategic Planning Committee, 2009-2012 4 22 

Technology Task Force 4 23 



  

Test Data 4 24 

Urban Day School History 4 25 

   

Urban Day School History – Ann Cudahy Memorial 5 1 

Urban Day School Marketing Campaign, Spring/Summer 2010 5 2 

Urban Day School Summer Marketing/Summer Enrollment 2011 5 3 

Urban Day School – School & Student Publications 

     -“A Dream of Light” (Art & Poetry by UDS students) 

     - “Discovering Urban Day: The Pride of Urban Day” 

     - Urban Day School Handbook, 1977-1978 

     - Urban Day School: A Good Place to Grow, 1986 

     - Urban Day School: Passport to Knowledge, ca. 1986 

     - Urban Day School: Serving Milwaukee’s Urban Youth, 1967-2016 (2  

       copies) 

     - St. Benedict the Moor Institute Catalog, ca. 1928 

5 4 

Wellness-School Nurse 5 5 

Yearbooks, 1975-1977, 2016 5 6 

Evaluation-Final Report, Milwaukee Urban Day School by Executive 

Systems Corporation, 1970-1971 

5 Loose 

Fundraising Ledger 5 Loose 

   

Success for All Foundation – Participant Books, Resource Guides, etc. 6 Loose 

   

PHOTOS: SEE M-250 File/Envelope # 

12th Street Campus – Class Pictures, 2009-2010 1 

12th Street Campus – Class Pictures, 2011-2012 2 

24th Street School – Class Pictures, 1994-1995 3 

African-American Programs 4 

Alpha/Omega Math Club 5 

Black & White Photos 6 

Board Members/Staff (also photo of 60 Minutes’ Mike Wallace) 7 

Building Mountains 8 

Class Photos, 1972-1973 9 

Classroom Activities (older children) 10 

Field Trips 11 

Fundraising 12 

Graduation Photos – Urban Day School, 1968-1990 13 

Graduations 14 

Head Start/Day Care Class Pictures, 1989-1990 15 

Head Start – Tree Trimming  16 

Programs 17 

Reading w/younger children 18 

Safety Cadets 19 

Science Class & Fair, ca. 1970s-1990s 20 

School Activities 21 



  

School Building 22 

School Party – Halloween 23 

Woodworking 24 

Scrapbook: Urban Day School, 1968-69 School Year Loose 

Scrapbook: Wisconsin Coalition for Alternatives in Education –  

1978-80 Activities 

Loose 

DVD: 8th Grade Graduation Photos, June 2, 2016 Loose 

DVD: Urban Day School Founder’s Day, September 28, 2010 Loose 

DVD: Urban Day School Open House/Picnic, July 27, 2010 Loose 

DVD: Urban Day School, January 27, 2011 Loose 

DVD: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration at Urban Day School, 

January 10, 2012 

Loose 

Urban Day School Science Fair, 2012 Loose 

SEE ALSO: Oversize #2758, #2762 and #2763  

  

DVD’s/VHS Tapes/CD’s Transferred to Multimedia Collection:  

VHS: Commemorating our 25th Anniversary, 1992  

DVD: Urban Day School Video (2 copies)  

DVD: 60 Minutes at Urban Day School, October 6, 1991 (2 copies)  

CD: Urban Day School – The Early Years: Conversations with the Founders, 

2008 (5 copies) 

 

CD: Urban Day School 1960’s  

CD: The History of Urban Day School: Interview with UDS Founder Gerald 

Schaefer, May 14, 2012 

 

CD: Various Urban Day School Radio Ads with WJMR Radio (6 disks)  

 


