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Abstract: Ole Evinrude built the first commercially and mechanically successful outboard motor 

in a Milwaukee pattern shop in 1907. Ole sold his company in 1914, with the provision that he 

not return to outboard manufacturing for five years and would not market a motor under his 

name. After World War I, Ole started a new company, ELTO, and began manufacturing a light 

twin outboard motor. Briggs & Stratton had acquired the original Evinrude Motor Company and 

then merged with ELTO in 1928. Ole died in 1934, and in 1936, his son Ralph and Briggs 

formed the Outboard, Marine and Manufacturing Company. The name was shortened to 

Outboard Marine Corporation in 1956. 

 

Scope and Content: The collection consists of newspaper clippings, historical information, 

newsletters, reports, correspondence and several reduced size, World War II era Victory Bond art 

boards by Royal Tyrell. 
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