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Abstract: David Schulz was born in Milwaukee in 1949. He earned a degree in civil engineering 

from Purdue University and a master’s degree in public management from Northwestern 

University. He served as budget director for Chicago Mayor Harold Washington in 1983. He 

resigned that post to become budget director for Milwaukee County in 1984. He was named 

parks director in 1985 but was fired by County Executive William O’Donnell after Schulz 

endorsed John Norquist for mayor. Schulz then ran a long-shot campaign to take O’Donnell’s 

position and won. He served one four-year term before he founded the Infrastructure Institute at 

Northwestern in 1992 and served as its executive director until he died in 2007. 

 

Scope and Content: The collection consists of memos and attached overview of Schulz’s 

recommended 1990 budget. Overviews are presented in three sections: major tax levy changes, 

major policy changes, and issues, concerns and questions. 
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