
Title: Bailey, Ralph Edward Papers  

 

Call Number: Mss-0059 

 

Inclusive Dates: 1870 – 1955  

 

Bulk: 13.24 cu. ft. 

 

Location:  WHS, Sh. B081-B082 (12.0 cu. ft.) 

  LC, Sh. 008 and 011 (1.24 cu. ft.) 

  OS SM “B” (1 item) 

 

Historical Note: The Reverend Ralph Edward Bailey was pastor of the First Unitarian Church of 

Milwaukee for 21 years until his retirement in 1956.  His collection consists of personal 

correspondence, pamphlets, booklets, journals and sermons related to his religious career before 

and during his tenure in Milwaukee.  His wife, Mrs. Julia Bailey was a member of the Phi Mu 

sorority, among other groups. Her correspondence regarding these various groups and personal 

material are also included. 

 

Administrative Note: The collection was reprocessed on 5/24/2006 by Mike Reuter. 

 

Contents Box # Folder # 

Family Correspondence   

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1916-Dec 1921 1 1 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1922-Dec 1922 1 2 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1923-Dec 1923 1 3 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1924-Dec 1924 1 4 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1925-Dec 1925 1 5 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1926-Dec 1926 1 6 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1924-Dec 1928 1 7 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1930-Dec 1933 1 8 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1934-Dec 1934 1 9 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1935-Dec 1939 1 10 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1940-Dec 1945 1 11 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1946-Dec 1949 1 12 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1950-Dec 1955 1 13 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1956-Dec 1960 1 14 

Letters to Rev. Bailey, Undated 1 14A 

Publication Correspondence to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1931-Dec 1933 1 15 

Publication Correspondence to Rev. Bailey, Dec 1933-Dec 1944 1 16 

Publication Correspondence to Rev. Bailey, Jan 1945-Dec 1949 1 17 

Rev. Bailey Pencil Drafts, 1911-1960 & Undated 1 18 

Telegrams, 1928-1957 1 19 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1914-Dec 1921 1 20 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1922-Dec 1922 1 21 



Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1923-Dec 1923 1 22 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1924-Dec 1924 1 23 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1925-Dec 1925 1 24 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1928-June 1928 1 25 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, July 1928-Dec 1928 1 26 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1929-April 1929 1 27 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, May 1929-Dec 1929 1 28 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1930-Dec 1930 1 29 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1931-Dec 1935 1 30 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1931-Dec 1935 1 31 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1938-Dec 1939 1 32 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1940-Dec 1941 2 33 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1942-Dec 1943 2 34 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1944-Dec 1946 2 35 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1947-Dec 1947 2 36 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1948-Dec 1949 2 37 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1950-Dec 1952 2 38 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1953-Dec 1955 2 39 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1956-Dec 1956 2 40 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Jan 1957-Dec 1960 2 41 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Undated (1 of 3) 2 42 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Undated (2 of 3) 2 43 

Letters to Mrs. Julia Bailey, Undated (3 of 3) 2 44 

Mrs. Julia Bailey, Pencil Drafts, Undated 2 45 

Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1921-Dec 1928 2 46 

Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1929-Dec 1929 3 47 

Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1930-Dec 1939 3 48 

Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1940-Dec 1945 3 49 

Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1946-Dec 1949 3 50 

Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1950-Dec 1955 3 51 

Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1956-Dec 1956 3 52 

Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1957-Dec 1958 3 53 

Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1959-Dec 1960 3 54 

Letters to the Bailey Family, Undated 3 55 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, 1870-1921 3 56 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1922-Sept 1922 3 57 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Oct 1922-Dec 1922 3 58 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1923-Dec 1923 3 59 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan-1924-Dec 1924 3 60 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1925-Dec 1925 3 61 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1926-Dec 1926 3 62 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1927-Dec 1927 3 63 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1928-Dec 1928 3 64 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1929-April 1929 3 65 



Family Letters to the Bailey Family, May 1929-Dec 1929 3 66 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1930-Dec 1931 3 67 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1932-Dec 1934 3 68 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1935-Dec 1935 3 69 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1936-Dec 1937 3 70 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1938-Dec 1938 3 71 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1939-Dec 1939 3 72 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1940-Dec 1940 3 73 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1941-Dec 1942 3 74 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1943-Dec 1945 3 75 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1946-Dec 1946 3 76 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1947-Dec 1949 3 77 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1950-Dec 1951 3 78 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1952-May 1952 3 79 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, June 1952-Dec 1952 3 80 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1953-Dec 1953 3 81 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1954-Dec 1955 3 82 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1956-Dec 1956 3 83 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1957-Dec 1957 3 84 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1958-Dec 1958 3 85 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Jan 1959-Dec 1960 3 86 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Undated (1 of 2) 3 87 

Family Letters to the Bailey Family, Undated (2 of 2) 3 88 

Non-Rev. & Julia Letters written by Family members 3 89 

Parish Documents of Churches Attended By Rev. Bailey Prior to 

Milwaukee 

Box # Folder # 

Baptism, Wedding, & Funeral Records Rev. Bailey Officiated 4 90 

Misc. Church Bulletins, 1915-1921 4 91 

Misc. Documents of 1st Unitarian Parish Church in Dorchester, 4 92 

Bulletins of First Parish in Cambridge, MA, 1928-1933 4 93 

Attendance Records of First Parish in Cambridge, MA, 1926-1928 (not 

inclusive) 

4 94 

Membership Lists of First Parish in Cambridge, MA, 1928-1932 4 95 

Misc. documents of First Parish in Cambridge, MA 4 96 

List of Members, First Unitarian Church of Omaha, NE, 1922-1928 4 97 

Sunday Service Announcements, First Unitarian Church of Omaha, NE, 

1923-1928 

4 98 

Cradle Roll Certificate, First Unitarian Church of Omaha, NE, 1924 4 99 

First Unitarian Church of Milwaukee Documents Box # Folder # 

Financial Records, 135-1960 (not inclusive) 4 100 

Pledge and Collection Records, 1930-1952 (not inclusive) 4 101 

Annual Report, 1955 4 102 

Church History 4 103 

Member Directory, 1934-1957 (not inclusive) 4 104 



Unitarian Laymen League & Emerson Guild Notes, 1920-1957 4 105 

The Channing Club, 1955-1959 4 106 

Misc. Work Notes, Various Dates 4 107 

Church Newsletter, Various Dates 4 107A 

Personal Documents of Rev. Bailey and Mrs. Julia Bailey Box # Folder # 

Certificates of Membership & Report Cards 4 108 

Address Books 4 109 

Biographical Information 4 110 

Genealogical Information on Rev. Bailey’s family 4 111 

Genealogical Information of Mrs. Julia Bailey’s family 4 112 

MISC. DOCUMENTS: BOX # FOLDER # 

Misc. Programs & Documents 4 113 

Eulogies to Rev. Bailey 4 114 

Programs from Speeches Delivered by Rev. Bailey, 1922-1952 4 115 

Menus, 1909-1957 4 116 

Poetry Written By Bailey Acquaintances 4 117 

Sermons By Other Ministers 4 118 

Religious Literature 4 119 

Misc. Church Advertisements 4 120 

Milwaukee Clubs Documents 4 121 

Financial Records Box # Folder # 

Bills & Receipts, undated (1 of 3) 5 122 

Bills & Receipts, undated (2 of 3) 5 123 

Bills & Receipts, undated (3 of 3) 5 124 

Records concerning publications, 1934-1954 5 125 

Copyright Certificates 5 126 

Rent Statements, 1918-1945 5 127 

Misc. Budgets & Expense Computations 5 128 

Insurance Records, 1929-1957 5 129 

Bank Books, 1934 & 1939 5 130 

Bank Deposit Slips, 1920-1959 5 131 

Selection of Canceled Checks 5 132 

Rev. Bailey Sermons Box # Folder # 

Titled Sermons, Feb 1929-Sept 1929 5 133 

Titled Sermons, Oct 1929-April 1930 5 134 

Titled Sermons, May 1930-Dec 1930 5 135 

Titled Sermons, Jan 1931-Sept 1931 5 136 

Titled Sermons, Oct 1931-June 1932 5 137 

Titled Sermons, Undated (1 of 7) 5 138 

Titled Sermons, Undated (2 of 7) 5 139 

Titled Sermons, Undated (3 of 7) 6 140 

Titled Sermons, Undated (4 of 7) 6 141 

Titled Sermons, Undated (5 of 7) 6 142 

Titled Sermons, Undated (6 of 7) 6 143 



Titled Sermons, Undated (7 of 7) 6 144 

Outline of Sermons 6 145 

Outline of Sermons 6 146 

Bound Sermons 6 146A 

Eulogies 6 147 

Pulpit Editorials 6 148 

Incomplete Sermons 6 149 

Unidentified Writings 6 150 

Writings Box # Folder # 

Titled Writings, Undated (1 of 10) 6 151 

Titled Writings, Undated (2 of 10) 6 152 

Titled Writings, Undated (3 of 10) 6 153 

Titled Writings, Undated (4 of 10) 6 154 

Titled Writings, Undated (5 of 10) 6 155 

Titled Writings, Undated (6 of 10) 6 156 

Titled Writings, Undated (7 of 10) 7 157 

Titled Writings, Undated (8 of 10) 7 158 

Titled Writings, Undated (9 of 10) 7 159 

Titled Writings, Undated (10 of 10) 7 160 

Book Reviews 7 161 

Misc. Notes & Drafts, Undated (1 of 3) 7 162 

Misc. Notes & Drafts, Undated (2 of 3) 7 163 

Misc. Notes & Drafts, Undated (3 of 3) 7 163A 

Reference Materials of Rev. Bailey 7 164 

Reference Materials of Mrs. Julia Bailey 7 165 

Literature and Poetry Box # Folder # 

Poetry Drafts 7 166 

Poetry Notes & Reference Materials 7 167 

Beyond Retirement Final Work Draft 7 168 

Beyond Retirement Rough Draft 7 169 

Retirement and Beyond Rough & Final Drafts 7 170 

Short Stories 7 171 

Rise Up and Follow the Nazarene 7 172 

The Art of Following the Nazarene 7 173 

Three Laws for Others 7 174 

Power Through Accordism, Printed Form 7 175 

Dark Eyes and Will Shakespeare 7 176 

Criticisms of How to Follow Jesus Christ 7 177 

Misc. Literature 7 178 

An American Colossus, Pencil Draft for Ch. 1-49 7 179 

And Thus Was Adam 7 179A 

An American Colossus, Typewritten Draft for Ch. 1-26 8 180 

An American Colossus, Typewritten Draft, Misc. Chapters 8 181 

An American Colossus, Typewritten Draft, complete book 8 182 



An American Colossus, Looseleaf printed copy 8 183 

An American Colossus, Notes Used in Writing Manuscript 8 184 

An American Colossus, Promotional Material 8 185 

An American Colossus, Sample Covers 8 186 

Before the Redcoats Came 8 187 

“The Distaff Side of the Ministerial Succession of the 1st Parish Church at 

Cambridge” 

8 188 

Phi Mu Records Box # Folder # 

History 8 189 

Program Memorabilia 8 190 

Pin Designs 8 191 

Installation Announcements 8 192 

Correspondence by Mrs. Bailey concerning Phi Mu 8 193 

Writings by Mrs. Bailey on Phi Mu 8 194 

The Spirit of Phi Mu, work drafts and program 8 195 

Theatrical Script Draft 8 196 

Chapter Inspection Reports, 1924-1928 8 197 

Convention Reports, 1924-1926 8 198 

National Council Reports, 1925-1928 8 199 

Internal Rules & Organization 8 200 

Financial Records, 1926-1929 8 201 

Misc. Chapter Reports 8 202 

List of Alumnae in Milwaukee, 1947-1951 8 203 

Songs, Rituals & Prayers 8 204 

National Convention Material, 1940, 1951, 1958 8 205 

The Aglaia, 1951-1954 (not inclusive) 8 205A 

The Phi Mu Star, 1928-1938 (not inclusive) 8 205B 

World War II A.D. Karsten Correspondence & Misc. Documents Box # Folder # 

Correspondence, 1933-1941 9 206 

Correspondence, 1942-1943 9 207 

Correspondence, 1944 9 208 

Correspondence, 1945-1946 9 209 

Correspondence, Undated 9 210 

Correspondence of Mrs. Karsten, 1943-1945 9 211 

Correspondence of Mrs. Karsten, 1943-1945 9 212 

Resume Drafts 9 213 

Financial & Business Records 9 214 

College Records & Reports 9 215 

World War II Records 9 216 

Poetry & Prose 9 217 

The Unitarian Register, 1957-1958 (not inclusive) 9 218 

Misc. Pamphlets 9 219 

Yearbooks, Directories & Grade books 9 220 

Church Programs 9 221 



Portraits 9 222 

Opera Programs 9 223 

Diaries & Address Books 9 Loose in box 

Service Program at the Celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the First 

Church in Cambridge 

9 Loose in box 

Bound Rough Drafts of Thus Was Adam 9 Loose in box 

Phi Mu Correspondence Box # Folder # 

Phi Mu Correspondence, 1920-1921 10 224 

Phi Mu Correspondence, Jan 1922-March 1922 10 225 

Phi Mu Correspondence, April 1922-Dec 1922 10 226 

Phi Mu Correspondence, Jan 1923-May 1923 10 227 

Phi Mu Correspondence, June 1923-August 1923 10 228 

Phi Mu Correspondence, September 1923 10 229 

Phi Mu Correspondence, October 1923 10 230 

Phi Mu Correspondence, November 1923-December 1923 10 231 

Phi Mu Correspondence, Jan-Feb 1924 10 232 

Phi Mu Correspondence, March-April 1924 10 233 

Phi Mu Correspondence, May-June 1924 10 234 

Phi Mu Correspondence, July-Sept. 1924 10 235 

Phi Mu Correspondence, October-December 1924 10 236 

Phi Mu Correspondence, January-February 1925 10 237 

Phi Mu Correspondence, March-April 1925 10 238 

Phi Mu Correspondence, May-August 1925 10 239 

Phi Mu Correspondence, September-October 1925 10 240 

Phi Mu Correspondence, November-December 1925 10 241 

Phi Mu Correspondence, January-March 1926 10 242 

Phi Mu Correspondence, April-August 1926 10 243 

Phi Mu Correspondence, September-October 1926 10 244 

Phi Mu Correspondence, November-December 1926 10 245 

Phi Mu Correspondence, January-February 1927 10 246 

Phi Mu Correspondence, March-April 1927 10 247 

Phi Mu Correspondence, May 1927 10 248 

Phi Mu Correspondence, June-July 1927 10 249 

Phi Mu Correspondence, August-September 1927 10 250 

Phi Mu Correspondence, October-December 1927 10 251 

Phi Mu Correspondence, January-June 1928 10 252 

Phi Mu Correspondence, July-December 1928 10 253 

Phi Mu Correspondence, January-December 1929 10 254 

Phi Mu Correspondence, January-December 1930 10 255 

Phi Mu Correspondence, January 1931-December 1939 10 256 

Phi Mu Correspondence, January 1940-December 1952 10 257 

Phi Mu Correspondence, January 1953-December 1960 10 258 

Phi Mu Correspondence, Undated 10 259 

Newspaper Clippings Box # Folder # 



Newspaper Clippings, Undated (1 of 2) 10 260 

Newspaper Clippings, Undated (2 of 2) 10 261 

College Documents of Mr. & Mrs. Bailey Box # Folder # 

Vassar Alumnae Correspondence 11 262 

Vassar Alumnae Newsletter & Magazine 11 263 

Vassar Alumnae Pamphlets & Cards 11 264 

Meadville Theological Seminary Alumni Documents 11 265 

Mercer University Alumni Documents 11 266 

Vassar College Class of 1909 Bulletin, 1949 11 Loose in box 

By-Laws and Information booklets regarding Phi Mu 11 Loose in box 

Teleological Mechanisms by L.K. Frank 11 Loose in box 

“The Churches and the Conference” by Francis G. Peabody 11 Loose in box 

The Universalist Church, Directory for 1948 11 Loose in box 

Supplement to Dodd’s Cases on Constitutional Law by Walter F. Dodd 11 Loose in box 

Unitarian Yearbook, 1946-47 & Annual Report, 1945-1946 11 Loose in box 

Postcards, 1900-1940 11 Loose in box 

Postcards, 1941-1960 11 Loose in box 

Misc. Booklet 11 267 

Foreign Policy Documents/Bulletins 11 268 

Misc. Sorority Newsletters 11 269 

Panhellenic Material 11 270 

Misc. Pamphlets 11 271 

Unitarian Pamphlets 11 272 

Misc. Journals, (1 of 3) 11 273 

Misc. Journals, (2 of 3) 11 274 

Miscellaneous (1 of 2) 12 275 

Miscellaneous (2 of 2) 12 276 

Miscellaneous Unitarian Documents 12 277 

Miscellaneous Unitarian Pamphlets (1 of 2) 12 278 

Miscellaneous Unitarian Pamphlets (2 of 2) 12 279 

Unitarian Sermons (1 of 3) 12 280 

Unitarian Sermons (2 of 3) 12 281 

Unitarian Sermons (3 of 3) 12 282 

The Quarterly Journal of the American Unitarian Association, 1853-1855 12 283 

The Quarterly Journal of the American Unitarian Association, 1856-1857 12 284 

The Quarterly Journal of the American Unitarian Association, 1858 12 285 

Unitarian Church of Milwaukee Activities Card, Sampling 12 Loose in box 

Map of Phi Mu locations in America 12 Loose in box 

Lapham Case Location 

Chapters for book, “American Colossus”, 7 vols. LC, Sh. 011 

Work journals for his work “An American Colossus”, 1935 LC, Sh. 008 

Oversize Items Location 

Certificate of membership to the United Daughters of the Confederate 

Cambridge Chapter #1935 for Julia Bailey, Jan. 14, 1931 

OS SM “B” 



 


