
Title: Case/Knapp Family Papers

Call Number: Mss-0206

Inclusive Dates: 1631 – 1965 

Bulk: 3 cu. ft. total

Location: WC, Sh. 072 (2.0 cu. ft.)
MV, Sh. 081 (1.0 cu. ft.)
OS LG “C” (1 item)
OS SM “C” (6 items)

Biographical Note: Bigelow Case came to Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, from Simsbury, 
Connecticut, in 1836. In 1838 he married Elvira H. Wheeler, daughter of Nathaniel Wheeler of 
Wauwatosa and sister of Lyman Wheeler.  In 1847 Bigelow bought a farm in Greenfield 
Township, and the family moved North Greenfield (West Allis) in 1848.  Bigelow and Elvira 
had four children: Mary Alice Frisby, Martha E. Gilbert, Charlotte E. Fisher and Spencer Lee 
Case.  Bigelow died in 1886 and Elvira in 1887.

Spencer Lee Case, born 1844, married, first, Maria Sexton (1842-1967).  They had one child, 
Maria, who married Earl Hinckley.  In 1870 Spencer married Mary Elizabeth Marvin (1848-
1929).  They had eight children: Winifred May (1871-1970); Myrtle E. (1873-1945); Jessie M. 
(1875-1906), who married Charles W. Hart, grand nephew of Charles Hart, early settler of 
Wauwatosa; Agnes Embree, who married Charles W. Hart after Jessie died; Florence Danby 
(1883-1951); Spencer Leverett (referred to as Spencer L. Case, Jr.) (1885-); Halbert California 
(1893-1915); Lucy A. (1888-1955).

Winifred May Case married George Nelson Knapp on December 28, 1897.  He had been born in 
a log cabin in Dane County, Wisconsin, and was a geologist by profession.  During their married 
life the Knaps lived in West Allis, Wis. then moved to Minnesota, California and Oregon.  G.N. 
died in Corvallis, Oregon, June 14, 1948.  Winifred returned to West Allis and was very active in
organizations.  She returned to Oregon and died in Corvallis October 14, 1970.

Access and Use: No restrictions

Language: English, German

Administrative Note: Mrs. Knapp donated the papers listed here to the Milwaukee County 
Historical Society before she returned to Oregon.  The collection was processed on Oct. 23, 
1989, by Helen Vaeth.   The finding aid was retyped Oct. 1998 by Steve Daily. A Letter from 
Ashbel Smith to Dr. Lyman Case, May 7, 1826 was added to the collection on December 9, 2003
and was processed by Kevin Abing.  The collection was reprocessed on March 17, 2011 by 
Jenny Stevenson.



Case Family Papers

Case Family, 1640-1956 Box # Folder #

Family Histories

Lists of family members

Handwritten family tree

1 1

Clippings (obituaries, histories) 1 2
Wheeler Family, 1635-1932 1 3
Marvin Family, 1631-1934 1 4
Hazelton Family, 1817-1952 1 5
Case Homestead 1 6
Case, Bigelow. 1885-1887 Box # Folder #

Receipts

Last will and testament

Probate

Letters to Spemcer L. Case from I.N. Frisby

1 7

Case, Elivra H. (Wheeler). 1855-1887 Box # Folder #

Curiosity; or The Young Footman

Telegram

Probate Court

Newspaper clipping

1 8

Case, Lucy Ada (Mrs. Clarence Gruetzmacher). 1897-1955 Box # Folder #

Report Card

Correspondence

Drawings and paintings

Clippings

1 9

Case, Florence Dombey. 1907-1951 Box # Folder #

Commencement program, June 19, 1907

State of Wisconsin Teaching Certificate, 1907 & 1909

Theosophical Society Membership, Nov. 6, 1919

1 10

World War I Memorabilia (correspondence, YMCA patches, funeral book) 1 11
Case, Mary Elizabeth (Marvin). 1863-1930 Box # Folder #



Family letters

Obituary clipping

Milwaukee County. Probate Court

1 12

Case, Myrtle E. Box # Folder #

Wisconsin Nursing School 1 13
Correspondence

Legal receipt, 1837

Bills and receipts

Sheriff’s Deed on Foreclosure. March 1, 1938

Frank Korn Estate Papers, Myrtle E. Case, Trustee

Calling card

Clipping

1 14

Case Family Members & Relatives Box # Folder #

Clippings 1 15
Letters 1 16
Personal 1 17
Case, Spencer Lee. Personal 1863-1920 Box # Folder #

Report Card

Clippings

1 18

Income tax forms – Wisconsin: 1913, 1914, 1916, 1917

Income tax form – U.S.: 1918

IRS receipt

1 19

Contracts for construction

Receipts 1892-1909

1 20

Letter of Guardianship. Maria S. Case to Spencer L. Case. June 1867

Chloe L. Sperry. Last Will and Testament. Oct. 22, 1892.

1 21

Account Notebooks, 1867 and 1883-84 1 22
Wedding Anniversary Misc., 1820; 1870-1895 1 23
Case, Spencer Lee Box # Folder #

Abstracts of Titles, 1891-1909 1 25
Correspondence, 1871-1922 1 26
McKinley National Memorial Association 1 27



Correspondence, 1901

Real Estate Business Papers, 1893-1914 1 28
Land Contracts and Mortgage Papers, 1891-1911 1 29
Deeds, 1869-1922 1 30
Estate Papers, 1925-1930 1 31
Probate Papers, 1924-1926 1 32
Trust Papers, 1925-1930 1 33
North Greenfield/West Allis Subdivision Plat Maps (Reprod.) 1 34
Envelope

Originals of plat maps in folder 34

Knapp Family Box # Folder #

George Nelson Knapp 2 36
Knapp Family Association of America 2 37
Correspondence, 1935-1958 2 38
Knapp, Winifred M.  (Case). Wisconsin. 1880-1950 Box # Folder #

Autograph books (2), 1880-1914

Savings book, 1883-1915

Apgar, E.A. Apgar’s Plant Analysis

2 39

Teacher’s contract, 1890

Birthday card, 1936

Notebook: Alphabetized list of books

2 40

10 drawings

2 decorating notes

2 41

Wedding invitation, Dec. 28, 1897

Day book, Dec. 28, 1897

2 42

Clippings 2 43
Programs

U.W. Madison Chadbourne Hall. Diamond Jubilee 75th Anniversary. 1871-
(1946)

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. June 28-30, 1950

2 44

Guest book, 1953-1965

Brochures

2 45



Programs from various societies and programs in  Milwaukee, WI

Newspaper clippings

Correspondence

2 46

Knapp, Winifred M.  (Case). Minnesota. 1909, 1920, 1958. Box # Folder #

Newspaper clippings 2 47
Program, 1958

Schauffler, Robert Haven. “Elizabeth and Her American Farm.” Story based 
on Mr. and Mrs.  G.N. Knapp.

Knapp, Winifred C. “Studies of the Effects of Manipulation and Storage upon 
the Keeping Quality of Certain Vegetables Canned by the One-Period Cold-
Pack Method.” Thesis. Graduate School of Minnesota. Master of Science. June
17, 1920

University of Minnesota. MS Degree. June 17, 1920

2 48

Notebook. Home Demonstration Work.  University of Minnesota, Agricultural
Extension Div. n.s. (1930s?).

Includes patterns and fabrics

2 49

World War II material 2 50
Knapp, Winifred M.  (Case). Oregon. 1946-1959, 1963 Box # Folder #

Travel brochures 2 51
Clippings

Menu from Salem, Oregon

2 52

Programs 2 53
Knapp, Winifred M.  (Case). Other Travel Box # Folder #

Montana, California, Washington – travel brochures, schedules, placemats 2 54
Golden Age Club, 1955-1958 Box # Folder #

Clippings 2 55
State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 1946-1958 Box # Folder #

Centennial Convention. Prairie du Chien, Aug. 23-24, 1946

Souvenir program

Centennial exhibit, Madison

Programs

Membership list

Proceedings, 1957-1958

2 56



Miscellaneous Box # Folder #

Clippings, non-family members 2 57
Notebooks:

Autograph album

Receipt books

Class notebooks

Western Conservatory of Music Catalog, 1906-1907

Wisconsin. Supreme Court. In Re Estate of J. Clinton Austin. Respondent’s 
Brief. 1921

2 58

Miscellaneous: commencements, wedding invitations, bible quotations, 
callings cards, list of Knapp family friends, sketches

2 59

Scrapbook

Memories of a Perfect Trip. Florence D. Case. (Trip to Europe, 1936). Includes her passport
Case/Knapp Photo Collection Envelope #

Case, Bigelow (1811-1886) and Elvira Wheeler 1
Case, Halbert C. (1893-1915)

Case, Spencer L. Jr. (1885)

2

Case, Florence D. (1883-1951)

Case, Myrtle E. (1893-1945

3

Case, Spencer Lee (1844-1924)

Case, Mary Elizabeth (1848-1945)

4

Case Homestead 7809 W. National Ave. 5
Hart, Charles W. (1872-1937)

Hart, Jessie M. (Case)(1895-1906)

Hart, Agnes E. (Case)(1878-1948)

(Their children and grandchildren)

6

Hinkley, Earl

Hinkley, Maria S. (Case) and family

Gruetzmacher, Lucy Ada (Case) and family

7

Knapp, George Nelson ( -1950)

Knapp, Winifred M. (Case)(1871-1970)

8

Case Family groups 9



Case-in-laws: Marvin Family and friends 10-11
Case-in-laws: Case and Wheeler families 12
Case/Knapp friends – groups 13
Case/Knapp friends – individuals 14
Case/Knapp collection – places 15
Case/Knapp collection – unidentified 16
Oversize Items Location

Diploma from University of Wisconsin for a Bachelors degree in geology for 
George Nelson Knapp, June 20, 1895.

OS SM “C”

Diploma from Mazomanie High School for Nelson Knapp, June 11, 1887. OS SM “C”
Diploma from South Division High School for Florence Case, June 27, 1902. OS SM “C”
Diploma from Wisconsin Training School for Nurses for Myrtle E. Case, Sept.
9, 1895.

OS SM “C”

Diploma from University of Wisconsin for a Bachelor of Arts degree for 
Florence D. Case, June 19, 1907.

OS SM “C”

Certificate from Young Men’s Christian Association for Florence Case for her 
War work from Dec. 14, 1918 to Sept. 2, 1919.

OS SM “C”

Diploma from North Greenfield High School for Florence Case, June 15, 
1900.

OS LG “C”
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