
Title: Bubbert, Walter Papers  

 

Call Number: Mss-0773 

 

Inclusive Dates: 1880 – 1971  

 

Bulk: 38.8 cu. ft. total 

 

Location:  HH, Sh. 017-019 (11.8 cu. ft.) 

   BV, Sh. 021, 032, 038, 075-077 (26.0 cu. ft.) 

   OS SM “B” (7 items) 

 

Historical Note: Bubbert was a longtime landscape architect in Milwaukee, who also served as 

county surveyor in the 1940s.  An avid history buff, Bubbert was a lifetime member of the 

Wisconsin Historical Society, a secretary of the Wisconsin Archaeological Society, and vice-

president of the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts, & Letters.  He also organized bus tours 

for other history buffs to historic sites around the state.  He passed away in 1971.   

 

Scope and Content: The records consist of diaries, correspondence, minutes, reports, photos, 

school notes, receipts and other ephemera that document his landscaping practice, his running 

controversy with the Milwaukee Public Museum, his activities with the Museums Group and the 

Wisconsin Archaeological Society, his interest in railroads, and his years at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison.  There is also miscellaneous material from various relatives. 

 

Note: The collection was reprocessed March 27, 2003 by Kevin Abing. 

 

Contents Box # Folder # 

Personal/Work-Related Material   

Diaries, 1926-1969 1 Loose in box 

Anti-War/Draft Material, 1941-1951 1 2 

Conservation – Correspondence, Reports, Maps, Brochures, etc. 1936-

1965 

1 3 

Conservation – Wisconsin Horticulture, 1911, 1963-1966 1 4 

Consumer Education, 1932-1969 (Includes info re: Milk Co-Op) 1 5 

Correspondence with Parents (Gustave & Martha Bubbert), 1926-1929 1 6 

Correspondence with Parents (Gustave & Martha Bubbert), 1930-1931 1 7 

Correspondence – Personal, 1926-1947 1 8 

Correspondence – Personal, 1948-1971 1 9 

Correspondence – Personal, Undated 1 10 

County Surveyor, 1937-1950 1 11 

County Surveyor – Civil Service Commission, 1943-1946 1 12 

Financial/Expense Records – Bills & Invoices, 1951-1971 1 13 

Daily Calendars, 1952-1961 1A Loose in box 



Financial/Expense Records – Business & Legal Correspondence, Forms, 

1934-1971 (1 of 2) 

2 14 

Financial/Expense Records – Business & Legal Correspondence, Forms, 

1934-1971 (2 of 2) 

2 15 

Folklore – Badger State Folklore Society, 1947-1950 2 16 

Folklore – Wisconsin Folklore Society & Miscellaneous, ca. 1906-1947 2 17 

Food and Drug Legislation, 1933-1938 2 18 

Landscape Architecture, 1936-1971 (1 of 3) 2 19 

Landscape Architecture, 1936-1971 (2 of 3) 2 20 

Landscape Architecture, 1936-1971 (3 of 3) 2 21 

Landscape Architecture – Professional Organizations, 1957-1971 2 22 

Milwaukee Public Museum & Centennial Group Material, 1938-1962 2 23 

Milwaukee Public Museum & Centennial Group Material, 1938-1962 2 24 

Milwaukee Public Museum – Correspondence re: Controversies with 

Museum,1938-1971 

2 25 

Milwaukee Public Museum-Minutes, Reports, & Budget Material, 1942-

1963 

2 26 

Milwaukee Public Museum-Minutes, Reports, & Budget Material, 1964 2 27 

Milwaukee Public Museum-Minutes, Reports, & Budget Material, 1965-

1966 

2 28 

Milwaukee Public Museum-Minutes, Reports, & Budget Material, 1967-

1970 

2 29 

Miscellaneous: funeral visitation book; stock certificates, diplomas, 

selective service card, wills of Marie Whitnall and Paul Mueller 

2 30 

Museums Group of the Wisconsin Centennial Inc., 1944-1947 3 31 

Museums Group of the Wisconsin Centennial Inc., 1948 3 32 

Museums Group of the Wisconsin Centennial Inc., 1949 3 33 

Museums Group of the Wisconsin Centennial Inc., 1950-1951 3 34 

Museums Group of the Wisconsin Centennial Inc., 1952-1953 3 35 

Museums Group of the Wisconsin Centennial Inc., 1954-1959 3 36 

Museums Group of the Wisconsin Centennial Inc., 1960-1965 3 37 

Museums Group of the Wisconsin Centennial Inc. – Undated 

Correspondence 

3 38 

Museums Group of the Wisconsin Centennial Inc. – Secretary Margaret 

Doelger Correspondence, 1953-1959 

3 39 

Museums Group of the Wisconsin Centennial Inc. – Centennial Committee 

Minutes, Memos, Reports, 1945-1948 

3 40 

Museums Group of the Wisconsin Centennial Inc.-Reports, Travelogues, 

1948-1959 

3 41 

Museums Group of the Wisconsin Centennial Inc. – Miscellaneous 3 42 

Notebooks – Miscellaneous 3 43 

Political Activities, 1932-1971 (Includes news releases, editorial replies, 

Socialists Party membership lists, voter registration lists, and 

correspondence with various figures including Emil Seidel, Daniel Hoan, 

Carl Zeidler, Frank Zeidler, Drew Pearson and Louis Untermann. 

3 44 



Radio/Educational Broadcasting – Bubbert Correspondence, 1932-1954 3 45 

Radio/Educational Broadcasting – Miscellaneous, 1932-1958 3 46 

Unitarian Church, 1958-1967 (Correspondence, reports, budgets, etc. from 

First Unitarian Church, Milwaukee, and Unitarian Church West, 

Brookfield) 

4 47 

Unitarian Church – Sermons, 1956-1961 4 48 

Unitarian Church – Sermons, 1962-1971 4 49 

Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts & Letters, 1941-1961 4 50 

Wisconsin Archaeological Society, 1936-1941 4 51 

Wisconsin Archaeological Society, 1942-1943 4 52 

Wisconsin Archaeological Society, 1944-1945 4 53 

Wisconsin Archaeological Society, 1946-1967 & Undated Material 4 54 

Wisconsin Archaeological Society – Maps 4 55 

Wisconsin Insurance Department, 1936 4 56 

Wisconsin Place Names & Historical Notes 4 57 

Work-Related Correspondence, Applications, Resumes, etc., 1931-1947 4 58 

School-Related Material Box # Folder # 

Milwaukee County School of Agriculture and Domestic Economy 4 59 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Agronomy, ca. 1927 4 60 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Bacteriology, 1925 4 61 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Botany 4 62 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Botany-Plant Physiology, 1930 4 63 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Debate re: Fraternities, 1929 4 64 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Economics, 1929 4 65 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Economics-Taxation, 1929 4 66 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Education, ca. 1930 4 67 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Engineering 101-City Planning 4 68 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: English, ca. 1927-1928 4 69 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Entomology, 1930 5 70 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Forestry 5 71 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Home Ec-Rock Gardens, 1930 5 72 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Math, 1926-1927 5 73 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Miscellaneous (Programs, School 

Papers, Brochures, etc.) [1 of 2] 

5 74 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Miscellaneous (Programs, School 

Papers, Brochures, etc.) [2 of 2] 

5 75 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Miscellaneous Class Notes (1 of 2) 5 76 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Miscellaneous Class Notes (2 of 2) 5 77 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Miscellaneous Class Notes & Material 

re: Dormitories, 1927-1932 

5 78 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Philosophy-Man & Nature, 1930 5 79 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Plant Pathology, 1929 5 80 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Psychology, 1929 5 81 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: Soils, 1927 5 82 



University of Wisconsin-Madison: Zoology 5 83 

Workers’ Education, 1935-1937 5 84 

Ledger (Stamped “Springfield”) with miscellaneous quotes, writings 5 Loose in box 

Railroad-Related Material Box # Folder # 

Bubbert, Walter – Correspondence & Miscellaneous, 1936-1970 (Includes 

info re: SOO Line-Portage Branch) 

5 85 

Chicago, North Shore and Milwaukee Railway, ca. 1959-1963 5 86 

Green Bay and Western Railroad 5 87 

Hogan, William (Former Conductor on SOO Line-Portage Branch) -

Correspondence, 1939-1948 

5 88 

Milwaukee Road – Annual Reports, 1963-1969 5 89 

Milwaukee Road – Miscellaneous Reports, Clippings, Brochures, etc. 6 90 

Miscellaneous Rail Lines & Material 6 91 

National Railway Historical Society & Miscellaneous Museums 6 92 

SOO Line-Material re: Discontinuance of Passenger Trains 3, 4, 5 and 6 (1 

of 2) 

6 93 

SOO Line-Material re: Discontinuance of Passenger Trains 3, 4, 5 and 6 (2 

of 2) 

6 94 

SOO Line – Miscellaneous 6 95 

SOO Line – Portage Branch 6 96 

Wisconsin Central Railway 6 97 

Publications/Pamphlets-Landscaping and City Planning Box # 

American Forestry, October 1916 6 

Civic Comment, July-Aug.-Sept. 1933 6 

The Common Ground, April 1910 6 

Country Life and City Job: To Live the One and Hold the Other by Albert 

Williams, ca.1915 

6 

“Facing the Future,” by C. B. Whitnall, 1934 6 

Five Lectures on Planning by C. B. Whitnall, 1937 (2 copies) 6 

The Importance of County Governments and the State Planning Board in 

Wisconsin by C. B. Whitnall, n.d. 

6 

Land Economic Inventory of the State of Wisconsin, 1936 6 

Landscape Architecture, October 1920 & July 1921 6 

Little Waters: A Study of Headwater Streams & Other Little Waters, Their 

Use and Relations to the Land by H. S. Person, 1936 

6 

Luther Burbank: A Short Review of his Work in Plant Hybridization and 

Brief Comparison with Other Hybridizers by Patrick O’Mara, n.d. 

6 

National Municipal Review, January 1921 6 

Our Native Landscape, 1927-1931 (8 issues) 6 

Planning and Civic Comment, January-March 1938 6 

Preliminary Reports of the City Planning Commission of the City of 

Milwaukee, 1911 

6 

Regional Planning Theory: A Reply to the British Challenge by Arthur C. 

Comey, 1923 

6 



Regional and Rural Planning Conference Program, 1930 (2 copies) 6 

Report of the School Garden Committee of the Society of American 

Florists and Ornamental Horticulturists, 1913 

6 

Subject Index of Reports by the National Planning Board, National 

Resources Board, and National Resources Committee, 1940 

6 

Vehicular Traffic Congestion and Retail Business, 1926 6 

Wisconsin Lake and Stream Shore Platting and Sanitation Code, 1928 6 

What Progress Costs Milwaukee by C. B. Whitnall, 1935 (2 copies) 6 

What Prosperity Costs Milwaukee by C. B. Whitnall, n.d. 6 

Publications/Pamphlets-Political Socialism Box # 

The American Political Science Review, April 1933 & February 1934 6 

Annals of Collective Economy, January-May 1932 6 

The Arbitrator, July 1918 (re: Single Tax) 6 

Are There Classes in America? By Ralph Korngold, 1914 6 

Argument Submitted by G. G. Gehrz Before the Judiciary Committee of the 

Wisconsin Senate in Opposition to Bill No. 281-S (Torrens System Law), 

ca. 1916 

6 

Board of City Service Commissioners of the City of Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin. Twenty-Fourth Annual Report and Twenty-Fifth Annual 

Report, 1918-1919 

6 

The Bolsheviks and the Soviets by Albert Rhys Williams, 1919 6 

The Bondage of Cities by Frank Parsons, 1900 6 

Democratic Foundations by J. Ulrich, 1907 6 

Economic Causes of War and the hope for the future by Beatrice Pitney 

Lamb, 1932 

6 

Executive Report to the Citizens of Wisconsin by Governor Walter S. 

Goodland, 1946 

6 

Labor, Capital, and a Protective Tariff by John Vernon, 1888 6 

Laws of Wisconsin, Special Session, 1918 6 

Message of the President of the United States on the Relations of the 

United States to Spain, 1898 

6 

Milwaukee’s Progress, 1942 (2 copies) 6 

Municipal Ownership by Public Ownership League of America, 1918 6 

National Anti-War Congress Proceedings, 1938 6 

The Nationalist, November 1889 6 

Perhaps, October 1921 6 

The Schneiderman Case: United States Supreme Court Opinion, 1943 6 

Publications/Pamphlets – Education Box # 

About Toilet Rooms in Public Schools by C. B. Whitnall, ca. 1904 7 

Adult Education, ca. 1921 7 

Introduction to Civilization by J. R. Cotton, 1930 7 

Some Considerations in Educational Planning for Urban Communities by 

Katherine M. Cook, 1943 

7 

Publications/Pamphlets – Labor Box # 



Industrial Commission of Wisconsin, Biennial Report, 1942-1944 7 

Industrial Commission of Wisconsin, Workmen’s Compensation Act of 

Wisconsin, 1945 

7 

The Labor Laws of Soviet Russia, 1920 7 

The Standard Series: Ruskin’s Letters to Workmen and Laborers (Parts 1 

and 2) 

7 

Publications/Pamphlets – Literary and Miscellaneous Box # 

100%: The Story of a Patriot by Upton Sinclair, 1920 7 

“Darwin and Humboldt: Their Lives and Work,” Humboldt Library of 

Popular Science Literature.  April 1883 

7 

The Data of Ethics by Herbert Spencer 7 

Dells of the Wisconsin on the Line of the Chicago Milwaukee & St. Paul R. 

R,, n.d. 

7 

“Frondes Agrestes or Readings in ‘Modern Painters’,” by John 

Ruskin. The Standard Series, 1880 

7 

Indians of the Southwest by George A. Dorsey, 1903 7 

“The Inspiration of Holy Scripture,” by Canon Farrar. The Elzevir Library, 

1886 

7 

“John Ruskin and His Works,” by William Sloane Kennedy. The Library 

Magazine. September 1885 

7 

Latter Day Pamphlets by Thomas Carlyle, 1885 7 

Lecture on Buddhist Nihilism by F. Max Muller 7 

“The Life, Letters, and Literary Remains of Edward Bulwer, Lord Lytton,” 

by Owen Meredith. Harper’s Franklin Square Library. 1881 

7 

Past and Present by Thomas Carlyle, 1885 7 

“Poems of Wordsworth,” Edited by Matthew Arnold. Franklin Square 

Library, 1879 

7 

“Six Lectures on Light,” by John Tyndall. Humboldt Library of Popular 

Science Literature. October 1882 

7 

Thoughts for Those Who Think: 1,000 Graded Memory Gems by H. R. 

Pattengill, 1890 

7 

Trade Depressions and Stock Panics, Address Delivered by Richard 

Whitney, 1930 

7 

The Wisconsin Archeologist, 1925, 1927, 1944-1946 (7 issues) 7 

Family-Related Material Box # File Number 

Bubbert, Edgar – Miscellaneous, 1914-1939 7 98 

Bubbert, Emma – Diaries, 1945-1956 7 99 

Bubbert, Emma – Miscellaneous, 1909-1956 7 100 

Bubbert, Emma – State & Federal Tax Returns, 1943-1954 7 101 

Bubbert, Emma – Thirwis, Inc. (Millerand Apartments), 1932-1947 7 102 

Bubbert, Gustave – Correspondence, 1906-1951 7 103 

Bubbert, Gustave – International Association of Machinists, 1903-1949 

(Dues books, certificates) 

7 104 

Bubbert, Gustave – Miscellaneous 7 105 



Bubbert, Gustave – Probate/Death Records, 1950 7 106 

Bubbert, Gustave – Property Related Records, 1907-1950 7 107 

Bubbert, Gustave – Records re: Los Angeles, CA, Property, 1927-1939 7 108 

Bubbert, Martha (nee Wermke), 1899-1935 7 109 

Bubbert, Mary – Miscellaneous, 1907, 1941-1942 7 110 

Wermke, Frank – Letters to Martha (Wermke) Bubbert, 1904-1924 7 111 

Wermke, Frank – Miscellaneous, 1899-1927 7 112 

Wruck, Fred, Caroline & Christopher – Miscellaneous, 1880-1906 7 113 

Defendant’s Exhibits for Edgar C. Guthard et al V. Sanitary District 

of Chicago (U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois), ca. 1925 

[re: sewage treatment] 

Box # Folder # 

Defendant’s Exhibit 85 8 114 

Defendant’s Exhibit 86 8 115 

Defendant’s Exhibit 87 8 116 

Defendant’s Exhibit 88 8 117 

Defendant’s Exhibit 89 (1 of 3) 8 118 

Defendant’s Exhibit 89 (2 of 3) 8 119 

Defendant’s Exhibit 89 (3 of 3) 8 120 

Defendant’s Exhibit 90 8 121 

Defendant’s Exhibit 91 8 122 

Defendant’s Exhibit 92 8 123 

Defendant’s Exhibit 93 (1 of 4) 8 124 

Defendant’s Exhibit 93 (2 of 4) 8 125 

Defendant’s Exhibit 93 (3 of 4) 8 126 

Defendant’s Exhibit 93 (4 of 4) 8 127 

Defendant’s Exhibits 94 to 98 Inclusive 8 128 

Defendant’s Exhibit 99 8 129 

Defendant’s Exhibit 100-A 8 130 

Defendant’s Exhibit 100-101A 8 131 

Defendant’s Exhibit 102 8 132 

Defendant’s Exhibit 103 8 133 

Defendant’s Exhibit 104 8 134 

Defendant’s Exhibit 105 8 135 

Defendant’s Exhibit 106 8 136 

Defendant’s Exhibit 107 8 137 

Defendant’s Exhibit 108 8 138 

Defendant’s Exhibit 109 8 139 

Defendant’s Exhibit 110 8 140 

Defendant’s Exhibit 112 (Exhibit 111 Missing) 8 141 

Defendant’s Exhibit 113 8 142 

Defendant’s Exhibit 114 8 143 

List of Defendant’s Exhibits – 154 Hatton A – 220 (Milwaukee Case) 8 144 

   

Scrapbook, Wisconsin Centennial Committee of Museums Bus Trips, 1949 8A  



4 Museum Scrapbooks 8A  

Framed letter to Bubbert from Leslie Cross 8A  

   

Photos Box # Folder # 

Individuals (Men) – Identified (Includes photos of Walter Bubbert) 9 1 

Individuals (Women) – Identified 9 2 

Individuals (Infants/Children) – Identified 9 3 

Groups – Identified 9 4 

Individuals (Men) – Unidentified 9 5 

Individuals (Women) – Unidentified (1 of 2) 9 6 

Individuals (Women) – Unidentified (2 of 2) 9 7 

Individuals (Infants/Children) – Unidentified 9 8 

Groups – Unidentified 9 9 

Groups – Unidentified (Envelope) 9 10 

Family & Friends/Trips/College (UW-Madison) [Most not identified] 9 11 

Wedding Photos – Unidentified 9 12 

Vacation Photos – California 9 13 

Vacation Photos – Europe 10 14 

Miscellaneous 10 15 

Conservation & Landscaping 10 16 

Conservation & Landscaping (Envelope) 10 17 

Conservation & Landscaping (Envelope) 10 18 

Conservation & Landscaping (Envelope) 10 19 

Museum Group Bus Tours 10 20 

Museum Group Bus Tours (Envelope 10 21 

Museum Group Bus Tours (Envelope) 10 22 

Museum Group Bus Tours (Envelope) 10 23 

Train-Related Photos (1 of 2) 10 24 

Train-Related Photos (2 of 2) 10 25 

Farm Auctions, Pig Fairs & Restoration of Hawk’s Inn 10 26 

Miscellaneous Slides (Envelope) 10 27 

Photos Box # 

6 envelopes of undeveloped negatives 11 

2 photo albums of unidentified portraits 11 

4 aerial photos, area unidentified 11 

1 reel, 8mm color film – untitled 11 

  

Books 12 

Bailey, Ralph Edward – The Art Following the Nazarene 12 

Beshoar, Barron B. – Out of the Depths 12 

Carlyle, Thomas – Past & Present and Chartism 12 

Calhoun, Arthur W. – The Worker Looks at the Government 12 

Danoler, Harry E. – The Ice Age & the History of Earth 12 

Draper, John William – Conflict Between Religion & Science 12 



Eastman, Rex. R. – The Jumbo Joke Book 12 

Freeman, Allie E. & Bussewitz, Walter R. – History of Horicon 12 

Goldberg, Issac – What We Laugh At - & Why 12 

Hamlin, C.H. – The War Myth in United States History 12 

Hastings House – The American Guide Series: Wisconsin 12 

Henderson, Fred – The Case for Socialism 12 

Kautsky, Karl – The Class Struggle (Erfurt Program) 12 

Kearney, Luke Sylvester (Lake Shore) – The Hodag & Other Tales of the 

Logging Camp 

12 

Mason, John – Great & Mind-Liberating Thoughts 12 

Matthews, J.B. & Shallcross, R.E. – Partners in Plunder 12 

Miles – Socialism’s New Beginning 12 

Seilder, Murray B. – Norman Thomas, Respectable Rebel 12 

Thomas, Norman – Great Dissenters 12 

Thomas, Norman – Socialism Re-examined 12 

West, Rebecca – Selected Poems of Carl Sandberg 12 

Work, John M. – What’s So & What Isn’t 12 

Thoreau, Henry D. – Walden: A Story of Life in the Woods 12 

Laidler, Harry & Norman Thomas, eds. – The Socialism of our Times 12 

Hoan, Daniel – The Failure of Regulation 12 

Marx, Karl – The Essentials of Marx 12 

Ross, W.D., ed. – Aristotle Selections 12 

Abrams, Charles – Revolution in Land 12 

Meyer, E.L. – Making Light of The Times 12 

Veblen, Thorstein – The Theory of the Leisure Class 12 

  

Oversize Item Location 

Membership in American Flag House and Betsy Ross Memorial 

Association for Walter Bubbert, 1919 

OS SM “B” 

Illustrated Series of Comics, “Speaking of Museums…” (Re: Wisconsin 

Centennial Committee of Museums Bus Tour) [6 items], ca. 1948 

OS SM “B” 

 


