
Title: Bethany Presbyterian Church Collection   

 

Call Number: Mss-2846 

 

Inclusive Dates: 1893 – 2001   

 

Bulk: 5.0 cu. ft.  

Location: WC, Sh. 050-052 

Historical Note: Bethany Presbyterian Church was organized on November 1, 1892.  The first 

church, located on the corner of 14th Avenue (now S. 19th St.) and Washington St, was dedicated 

on October 8, 1893.  In April 1933, the congregation moved into a new church at 2300 W. 

Mineral St.  In the late 20th century, the ethnic makeup of the neighborhood changed and 

membership at Bethany Presbyterian steadily declined.  This development prompted the 

congregation to close the church in May 2001. 

Abstract: The records consist of histories, bulletins/programs, reports, directories, newsletters, 

publications, correspondence, audiocassettes, photos, and the sermons of former pastor Dr. 

Mooshie Sargis Benjamin. 

Access and Use: No restrictions 

Language: English 

Administrative Note: The collection was processed on June 6, 2001 by Kevin Abing. 

Arrangement: 

Historical/Anniversary Material Box # Folder # 

Anniversary Booklets/Programs, 1937, 1942, 1947, 1952, 2000 1 1 

75th Anniversary, 1967 1 2 

80th Anniversary, 1972 (binder) 1 3 

80th Anniversary, 1972 1 4 

80th Anniversary Guest Book 1 5 

90th Anniversary, 1982 1 6 

90th Anniversary, 1982 (binder) 1 7 

Centennial Anniversary, 1992 (1 of 2) 1 8 

Centennial Anniversary, 1992 (2 of 2) 1 9 

Centennial History, 1992 1 10 

Centennial Celebration: A Pictorial Review (binder), 1992 1 11 

Miscellaneous Historical Information 1 12 

Anniversary Exhibit Material (Panels 1-10) [Photos, see Box 1 12A 

Anniversary Exhibit Material (Panels 11-13) 1 12B 

Anniversary Exhibit Material (Panels 14-20) 1 12C 

General Church Records Box # Folder # 

Administrative Council of the Wisconsin Synod, 1926-1929, 1936 1 13 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1911 1 14 



Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1917 1 15 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1919 1 16 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1920 1 17 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1922 1 18 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1923 1 19 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1925 1 20 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1926 1 21 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1927 1 22 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1928 1 23 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1930 1 24 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1931 1 25 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1935 1 26 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1936 1 27 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1960-1973 (not inclusive) 2 28 

Annual Reports/Annual Meetings, 1991-2001 (not inclusive) 2 29 

Annual/Miscellaneous Reports, 1908-1932 (not inclusive) 2 30 

Baptisms, Deaths, Marriages, 1930-1936 2 31 

Benjamin, Rev. Mooshie Sargis and Gertrude 2 32 

“Bethanews” Newsletter, 1986, 1989 2 33 

Bethany Men’s Club, 1946-1973 2 34 

Bethany Presbyterian Church Choir 2 35 

Bethany Presbyterian Society, Certificates of Incorporation, 1873 & 1892 

(Photocopies) 

2 36 

Bulletins/Order of Worship, 1903, 1920-2000 (not inclusive) 2 37 

Certificates of Reception, Dismission, & Baptism, 1899-ca. 1915 2 38 

Certificates of Reception, Dismission, & Baptism, 1921-1936 2 39 

Check Stubs, 1943 2 40 

Church Sound System 2 41 

Church Use 2 42 

Clippings 2 43 

Clow, William (Clerk of Session), 1911-1915 2 44 

Community Study (Bethany Presbyterian Church Area), 1961 2 45 

Constitutions & By-laws 2 46 

Deacon’s Reports, 1954-1956 2 47 

Dedication Program, 1893 2 48 

Directories, 1907, 1957-1967 (not inclusive) 2 49 

Directories, 1975-76, 1983-85, 1989 2 50 

Directories, 1993, 1995, 1999 2 51 

Directory, 1975-76 (Layout) 2 52 

Ernie Norquist Day, 1984 2 53 

God’s Pantry, 1991-1994 2 54 

Grossenbach, Paul W. (Building Committee Chair) - Reports, 

Correspondence, etc., 1928-1935 

2 55 

Ladies Aid Society, 1900-1949 2 56 



Members of Bethany Presbyterian That Served in Armed Forces During 

World War II 

2 57 

Membership List, 1930 2 58 

Miscellaneous, 1908-1920s 3 59 

Miscellaneous, 1930s 3 60 

Miscellaneous, 1940s-2001 3 61 

New Church -  Construction and Miscellaneous 3 62 

New Church -  Fund Raising Campaign, 1928-1933 3 63 

New Hope United Church of Christ - Christmas Gift Exchange, 1987-1989 3 64 

“New Horizons” Newsletter, 1973, 1976-1979 3 65 

“New Horizons” Newsletter, 1980-1981 3 66 

Norquist, Rev. Ernest O. 3 67 

Perkins, F. S. - Correspondence, 1915 3 68 

Pledge/Donation Slips, 1940-1943 3 69 

Real Estate Records 3 70 

“Romeo & Julie” (Play Script Donated by Youth Group), ca. 1970s 3 71 

Scotch Night, Programs, 1962-1970 (not inclusive) 3 72 

Session Meeting Minutes, 1937-1944 3 73 

Session Meeting Minutes, 1944-1950 3 73A 

Subscription Cards, 1928 3 74 

Subscription Cards for Hospital Fund, 1922 3 75 

Subscription List for New Pews, 1933-1934 3 76 

Sunday School Reports & Information, 1914-1915, 1953-1960 3 77 

Survey of Community Ministry, August 1987 3 78 

Treasurer’s Reports, 1931-1933 3 79 

Trustee Meeting Minutes, 1941-1944 3 80 

United Presbyterian Foundation 3 81 

Wills 3 82 

Women’s Organizations 3 83 

Sunday School Record Books, 1896-97, 1900-1907 (8 vols.) [SEE ALSO 

BOX 4] 

3 Loose in box 

Sunday School Record Books, 1907-1915, 1920-1921 (3 vols.) 4 Loose in box 

The New Testament (presented to Paul Grossenbach of the Building 

Committee, 1935) 

4 Loose in box 

The Persian Yankee by M. Sargis Benjamin (autobiography of former pastor), 

1956 

4 Loose in box 

The Book of Remembrance, 1954-1991 4 Loose in box 

“Try It Our Way” (Cookbook compiled by Bethany Women’s Association), 

n.d. 

4 Loose in box 

Dismission and Reception Certificates, 1952-1970 (2 vols.) 4 Loose in box 

The Bible (in German), ca. 1840s 4 Loose in box 

Holy Bible (presented to Roger Nelson, Confirmation Sunday, June 3, 1945) 4 Loose in box 

Lessons in Truth: A Course of Twelve Lessions in Practical Christianity, 1940 4 Loose in box 



The Precarious Vision: A Sociologist Looks at Social Fictions and Christian 

Faith, 1961 

4 Loose in box 

No Salvation Without Substitution, 1941 4 Loose in box 

Hymns for Junior Worship, 1940 4 Loose in box 

Christian Healing: The Science of Being, 1938 4 Loose in box 

The Hymnbook, 1955 4 Loose in box 

Church Service Hymns, 1948 4 Loose in box 

The Worshipbook – Services, 1970 4 Loose in box 

Book of Worship, 1947 4 Loose in box 

Book of Worship, 1947 4 Loose in box 

The Proverbs (from Myra Olson, “Rally Day,” Sept. 26, 1897) 4 Loose in box 

Audiocassettes Box # 

Bethany Presbyterian 75th Anniversary, Nov. 5, 1967 4 

Bethany Presbyterian 80th Anniversary, Nov. 5, 1972 (3 cassettes) 4 

Bethany Presbyterian 80th Anniversary, Nov. 12, 1972 4 

Bethany Presbyterian 85th Anniversary, 1977 (2 cassettes) 4 

Bethany Presbyterian 90th Anniversary, Oct. 5, 1982 4 

Bethany Presbyterian 90th Anniversary, Oct. 17, 1982 4 

Bethany Presbyterian 90th Anniversary, Oct. 24, 1982 4 

Rev. Ernest Norquist’s Birthday Party and Retirement Dinner, Oct. 14, 1984 4 

Contents Box # Folder # 

Sermons of Dr. Mooshie Sargis Benjamin, ca.1915-1932 (Most given while 

pastor of First Presbyterian, Shawano, Wisconsin) 

5 Loose in box 

Photographs Box # Folder # 

Bethany Presbyterian – Interior/Exterior 6 1 

Confirmation Classes, 1931-32, 1934-42 6 2 

Confirmation Classes, 1943-45, 1947-53, 1955-59, & Undated 6 3 

Groups/Individuals – Identified 6 4 

Groups/Individuals – Unidentified 6 5 

Anniversary Exhibit Photos (Panels 1-10) 6 6 

Anniversary Exhibit Photos (Panels 11-20) 6 7 

Directory, 1975-76 (Layout) 6 8 

Directory, 1984-85 6 9 

Rev. Norquist Retirement, Oct. 14, 1984 & May 19, 1985 6 10 

Anniversaries, Events, & Miscellaneous 6 11 

Oversize Items Location 

75th Anniversary Dinner Poster OS SM “B” 

Photostatic copy of Milwaukee Journal, October 7, 1893 (dedication of 

Bethany Presbyterian Church) 

OS LG “B” 

 


