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Historical Note: Born in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, on May 17, 1856, William Francis Hooker 

moved to Milwaukee with his parents at age eleven.  There, Hooker discontinued his formal 

education, working various jobs throughout his teens.  When 15, Hooker’s mother died of 

tuberculosis.  Feeling susceptible to the same fate, Hooker moved west.  A pioneer in the 

Wyoming outback, Hooker became an expert bullwhacker.  He ferried supplies to Fort 

Fetterman, occupied by General Custer.  Despite forced evacuation of the cabin he built on La 

Bonie Creek (12 miles south of the future town of Douglas) by Sioux uprisings Spring 1875, 

Hooker remained in Wyoming territory several more years.  

Hooker returned to Milwaukee, learned the printer’s trade and traveled throughout the 

Northwest, working in various print shops.  He took odd jobs as a harvester when printing work 

was unavailable, and returned to Milwaukee at regular intervals.  Eventually, Hooker graduated 

from printer to editor of papers in Milwaukee, Chicago, New York, Ashland, WI and Pontiac, 

IL.  For 15 years he edited the Erie railroad magazine in New York City.  Hooker sidelined in 

politics, successfully campaigning Sherburn M. Becker for mayor in 1906.  He served as tax 

commissioner during the mayor’s political tenure. 

 

Hooker died in December, 1938 at age 82, in Bartow, Florida, where he and his wife retired three 

years earlier. 

Scope and Content: This collection contains a column Hooker wrote for The Milwaukee 

Journal. “Glimpses of an Earlier Milwaukee” recounts Hooker’s boyhood and youth in 

Milwaukee, reminiscing about a variety of subjects including local personalities, businesses and 

fashion.  Written in the 1920′s and ‘30′s, “Glimpses” nostalgically portrays Milwaukee life in the 

latter third of the nineteenth century. 

Administrative Note: The collection was processed October 17, 2003 by Meagan Wilkie. 
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