
Title:  Ilgner, Howard F.  

 

Call Number: Mss-0807 

 

Inclusive Dates: 1906 – 1933  

 

Bulk: 8.0 cu. ft. 

 

Location:  WHS, Sh. B025 

  OS SM “I” (3 items) 

 

Abstract:  Howard Ilgner was born in Milwaukee in 1889.  He graduated from the University of 

Wisconsin in 1911 with a degree in electrical engineering.  He worked with General Electric in 

New York and the Eastern Michigan Power Co. before returning to Milwaukee where he 

eventually found work with the city’s Bureau of Lighting in 1916.  In 1923, he was promoted to 

Superintendent of Traffic Engineering and Electrical Services.  He married Milwaukee native 

Gertrude Schomann in December 1917.  He passed away on February 10, 1955, and Gertrude 

passed away on November 27, 1957. 

 

Scope and Content: The collection consists of correspondence, reports, newspaper and 

periodical reports, photos, memos and other ephemera relating to street illumination, traffic 

lights, traffic safety, public works, and personal information. 

 

Administrative Note: The collection was processed on August 1992 by Frank Desch.  

Transferred to Museum Division: Hard hat, Miniature Sign and Engineering Shapes.  Photos 

were removed and transferred to photo files, M-249. 

 

Arrangement: 

Contents Box # Folder # 

Tabulation of Street Service Lamps 1 1 

Supplementary Report on Street Lighting Survey-1916 1 2 

Mechanism R.  Mc A.Keown, B.S. 1908 1 3 

Spaces for lighting Certain Streets, Nov. 30, 1906 1 4 

An Analysis of Illuminations Requirements in Street Lighting (1906-08) 1 5 

Specs for lighting Certain Streets- April 7, 1910 1 6 

Matthew’s Integrating Photometer- Nov. 3, 1910 1 7 

Hydroelectric Plant, Kilbourn, WI 8/28/09 1 8 

Photo- Inspection Party, U of WI 3/18/10 1 9 

Lamps and Lighting Articles, 1913 1 10 

Street Light Proposals, Bonds, Contracts 1915 1 11 

Glassware and Wiring Contracts 1 12 

Milwaukee Leader Article May 3, 1917 1 13 

Lighting Bulletins, D.P.W. orders, Arthur J Swert Engineers 1 14 

Milwaukee Journal Article April 18, 1920 Contract for Street Lighting 

material April 1920 issue The Wisconsin Engineer 

1 15 



Engineers Training Courses- The Milwaukee Electric and Lighting Co. 

E.M.B.A. Technical League Inspection Trip,  Lakeside Power Station Oct. 31, 

1920 

Spaces for Wires and Cables Scientific Street Lighting: A Guide to Good 

Practice Light Touches April 1921 

1 16 

Various Articles on Street Lighting, loose and in journals 3 business letters 1 17 

General specs for paving Traffic Signal Material City and County Public 

Service Employee’s-Fifth Anniversary Souvenir 

1 18 

“The League of Wisconsin Municipalities” booklet 

“The Municipality”  booklet April 1925 

“Light, Nefa School of Lighting Numbers” Vol III. no.8 

Loose newspaper articles. 

1 19 

Loose Newspaper Articles 1926 Business letters 1 20 

“A proposed Basis of Rating For Measuring the Quality of Street Lighting 

Services” 

“The Public and Home Safety Problems in Milwaukee” 

-National Safety Council Report to Milwaukee Safety Commission, Nov.1922 

“The principles of Scientific Street Lighting”- A.J. Sweet Manuscript. 

1 21 

Photo- “Some Members of I.E.S. Committee on Street Lighting” May 9-10, 

1927 

“Transactions of the Illuminating Engineering Society- Jan.-Dec. 1927 

“1927 Report of Comm. on Street Lighting” 

Business letter 

1 22 

Grounding Facts, 1928 

Pittsburgh Reflector Co,  Window Lighting Catalogue (John Waramaker) 

“Light”, Feb. 1928 

“Light”, Sept.  1928 

Business letters 

1 23 

Photo- “Street Lighting Comm-I.E.S.” Nov. 8, 1929 

Letters, business 

Loose newspaper articles.  1929 

“Mayor Hoan Answers Critics” 

“I.E.S.- Code of Street Lighting” 

1 24 



“The Development of the Incandescent Electric Lamp up to 1879″ 

“Street Lighting Recommendations” A.J. Swert Feb. 1929 

“Light”, Summer 1929, Sept. 1929 

Engineers book- typewritten 

Business Letters 

Engineer’s Society of Milw, Inc. Constitution and Roster 1930 

Loose Newspaper Articles 

Blueprints and Memo’s 

1 25 

“Light” Jan., May., Oct. 1930 

“The Municipality” March 1930 

1 26 

Pittsburgh Safety Conf.  1930 

“A Course in Illumination” – The Milwaukee. Electric Railway and Light Co. 

1 27 

Memo. – Reg’s for traffic Control Signals 

Business letters 

Loose Newspaper Articles 

“Rail + Wire”, Sept. 1931 

1 28 

“The Municipality”, Jan. 1932 

Business letters and Blueprints 

“Keystone Motorist”, Feb. 1932 

Milw. Safety Comm.  Dec.  Report.  1932 

Maps + Photos of Improved Intersections 

“Public Safety”, March 1933 

“Public Works Which are Justified in the Present Crisis” Feb., 1933 

Loose Newspaper Articles 

Speech copies 

“A study of Optional Density Requirements for Street Lighting Diffusing 

Globes” 1937 

1 29 

Business Letters 

Loose Newspaper Articles 

Common Council Resolution File No.54177- Questionnaire Sept. 4, 1934 

2 30 



“Street Lighting and the Science of Seeing”-Paul M. Goodill 

“Seeing and Highway Safety”, Matthew Cuckiesh, D.Sc. 

“Supplementary Report to General Questionnaire of the 1934 National Traffic 

Safety Contest” 

“Bureau of Electric Service Annual Report, 1934″ 

“Bureau of Electrical Service, May 18, 1934″ 

“Traffic and Street LIghting Photographs- 1934 Improvement Projects” 

“A Trio of Warnings” 

Business letters and Reports 

“Code of Street Lighting” -1935 

“What is a Safety Zone?” – H.F. Ilgner 

Suggested Traffic Layout of Capital Circle -Madison (Map) 

“Planning Traffic for Easier Enforcement” -H.F. Ilgner 

2 31 

“Milwaukee’s Water Purifications Plant” -H.P. Bohmann 

“How Milwaukee Stops Accidents” -U.S. Dept. of Commerce 1936 

Loose Newspaper Articles 

“Milwaukee Government Service” 1936 Vol. 1 #3 

Business letters – includes 1938 Certificate of Renewal, Professional Eng. 

card # E-1115, Howard F. Ilgner 

2 32 

Bureau of Electric Services -D.P.W. 1936 Reports 2 33 

“Safety and Traffic Report, W. Fondulac and W. Locust St.” 

Loose Trade Articles 

“S. Kinnickinnic Ave Subways between E. Maple St. and KK River” 

“Automobile Driver and Testing Apparatus” 

“Bureau of Electrical Services” May 11, 1936 

“Suggested Plan for East End of Wisconsin Ave. Concrete Railway at W. 

Bluemound Rd., N. 38th St., and  W. Wisconsin Ave.” 

“Safety Bulletin” May 1936 Vol 1, No. 1 

“The American City”, August 1936 

“I.E.S. -The Usage of Refraction and Reflection in Street Luminaries” by 

Thomas W. Rolph 

2 34 



“Speaking For Safety” -National Safety Council 

“Milwaukee Government Service” Vol. #1, No. 3 

“1936 National Safety Congress and Institute of Traffic Engineers” -H.F. 

Ilgner 

Loose Newspaper Article 

“Public Safety” Jan. 1937 

“Improving Traffic Conditions At Street Intersections” -H.F. Ilgner  

“Typical Safety Data – City of Milwaukee” 

“Types of R.R. Crossing Signs Used on the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul 

R.R. at the Crossing between E. Locust St. and E. Capital Dr.” 

“Police Dept. Reports – Traffic hazards” (Original) 

2 35 

“Traffic Hazards, Dead End Streets and alleys Without Warning Reflectors” 

“City of Milwaukee, W.P.A. Sponsor’s Proposal NO. 222-Exhibits” 

“School Crossing Traffic Survey and Speed Check, W. Brown St. + N. 35 St” 

“1922-1937 Bureau of Electric Services” Feb. 8, 1938 

2 36 

“1922-1937 Bureau of Electric Services” Feb. 8. 1938 2 37 

Loose Newspaper Articles and photo. 

“Rail and Wire” May 1938 

“North Ave Trackless Trolley Operations” March 11, 1938 

“Digest of the Traffic Code” City of Milwaukee 

“Chemical Tests for Intoxication” – 1938  National    Safety Council 

“Typical Examples of Channelization Designs” Feb. 10, 1938 

“Street Traffic Safety from an Engineering Viewpoint: 3-17-38 

“Program Suggestions> 1938 National Safety Council Convention” 

“Street Lighting- A neglected Corner of Municipal Housekeeping” 

“Traffic Comments- Port Washington Road at W. Hampton Ave. + East 

Entrance to Lincoln Park 

“Traffic Study, W. Center St. and N. 32nd St” 

“Parking Study” W.P.A. Project No. 8459 and 6222 

2 38 

Traffic lanes on Passing” -June 16, 1939 

“Portable 40ft Pole Supported Floodlight Cluster” 7/28/39 

2 39 



“Highway Transportation Re-makers America” 

“Visibility vs. Traffic Accidents” – 1939 Report to National Safety Council, 

Inc. 

“W.P.A. Projects -Jan.1 to Dec. 31, 1939″> H.F. Ilgner 

“Today’s Traffic” -Vol. II No. 1 Dec.-Feb. 1939-40 

Reports of the Illuminating Eng. Soc. 2 40 

“Traffic Engineering and the Police” 

Loose Newspaper Articles, Photos, business letters 

Certificate #1 – Adequate Wiring Feb. 6, 1939 

Invitation 16th Annual Dinner Dance of the Electric League of Mil. 

Tragedies in Traffic – spaced 3/9/39 

1939 Midwest Safety Conf. Program 

“Left Turns of Trackless Trolley and Bus Routes” Feb. 23, 1939  

“Wisconsin’s Highway System, Past-Present-Future” – R.R. Johnstone 

3/1939 

2 41 

Loose Newspaper Articles 

“Traffic Control, Sub. Comm. at Citizen’s Planning   Comm. on Parking” 

“Abstract of Recommended Practice of Street Lighting 

-1940″ 

2 42 

“Transactions of the I.E.S.” Jan, 1940 

“Data and Revenue Pertaining to One Way Streets” 

“Project Proposal, Sidewalk Safety Slogans” 

2 43 

Milwaukee Traffic Safety program 2 44 

Milwaukee Traffic Safety Program 2 45 

Correspondence and other Material relating to the Special Street Lighting 

Comm, of the Institute of Traffic “Engineers 

2 46 

“Milwaukee + Progress in 1940″ 

“Comm. on Night Traffic Hazards” – 1940 Report to National Safety Council 

“Lakefront in Milw. Co. Dec. 1940″ 

Photos, Business Correspondence 

Institute of Traffic Engineers, Dec 1940 Membership Roster 

3 47 

“Prevention of Night Traffic Accidents” 3 48 



Loose Newspaper Articles and Business letters 

“Facts, Questions, Answers on Fluorescent Lighting” 

“Specifications for Full Flexible Progressive Traffic Signal Controllers” 

Milwaukee Safety Comm. material 

“Minimizing Night Traffic hazards” Ilgner manuscripts 

“Channelizations for Pedestrians through the use of Islands and Fences”-

Charles M. Upham,Jr. May   1941 

“Instructions for Operation and Maintenance of Central Office Fire Alarm 

Box Circuits Numbered 51-52-53″ 

“Traffic Engineering handbook-Chapter IX” 

3 49 

“Comm. on Pedestrian Control and protections”- Report of National Safety 

Council I.T.E. Street Lighting Comm. material 

3 50 

Winter Hazards Comm. material 

Business Letters 

“Today’s Traffic” Vol. III, No. 3 June-Aug. 1941 

“1940 Comm. on Standards and Specs of the I.T.E. Report” 

“Defense Orders and the Defense Supplies Rating Plan” 

3 51 

Rural Lighting materials 

Business letters 

3 52 

Black out Articles 

“Establishing Parking Restrictions During Peak Hours” by Ald. Priegel 

2/13/42 

“1942 Staggered Working hours Study” 

“Air Raid Defense ” 

“How they Won, Pedestrian Protection Awards for 1942″ 

3 53 

“Winter Traffic Safety” 3 54 

Loose Newspaper Articles 

“1943 Annual Report, Bureau of Electrical Services” 

“Safe Practice Rules for Bureau of Electrical Services” 

3 55 

“Shoppers, Entering and Leaving Department Stores” 

“T.M.E.R. & T. Co.  Analysis of Metropolitan System Passenger Traffic 

Checks Summer 1943 Nov-Dec 1943 

3 56 



“Interregional Highways” Presidential Message” 

“Parking” 

“1944  Annual Report of the Bureau of Electrical Services” 

Loose Newspaper Articles 

“Traffic Ops. on Southward Extension of Lincoln Memorial Dr. 

Maps. 

“Topics of Street Lighting Fundamentals” 

3 57 

“Milwaukee Origin- Destination Survey 1944-45″ 3 58 

Business letters 

Newspaper and professional Articles 

“Public Safety” Feb. 1945 

“Public Safety” March 1945 

“T.M.E.R.& T. Co.  Analysis Systems Passenger Traffic Checks Spring 1945 

Optimist Club Speech _ June 16, 1945 

“Handbook to Farmstead Wiring Design” 

3 59 

Photos, Business Letters 

“Traffic Delays” 

Origin- Destination Survey Report 

3 60 

Loose Newspaper Articles 

“Why Expressways for Milwaukee” H.F. Ilgner 

“Government Service” August 1947 

4 61 

Rough Map Burleigh, Green Bay Ave, Third St. 

Various Maps -Land uses 

Blueprints 

4 62 

Technical Articles 

Newspapers and Clippings 

4 63 

T.M.E.R. & T. Co. Analysis of Metro System Passenger Traffic Checks 

Summer 1947, Spring 1947 

“Highway Plans for Shreveport, LA” 

“Wisconsin Highway Planning Survey -1936-1945″ 

4 64 

Interim Parking Commissions 1947-1948 4 65 



Radio Program Script- Apr. 10, 1948 

“Channelizing Traffic Islands” 

Photos, Loose Newspaper Articles 

Business Letters 

“The Prohibition of Curb Parking” 

Budget Requests for 1948 -Bureau of Electrical Services 

4 66 

“Report on the Effort of the Interests at the City of Milwaukee of the Eventual 

Conversion of Existing Street car lines to Trackless Trolley or Motorbus lines 

4 67 

1948-1949 Yearbook – Inst of Traffic Eng. 

“MSOE Transmitter”- Fall 1948 

“Traffic Engineering”, Sept. 1948 

“Milwaukee, Annual Report -1948 

4 68 

Darhy, Bogner & Assoc.  Contract 4 69 

Detour pictures -1949 

Newspaper Articles 

“The Municipality” Feb. 1949 

400th Anniversary of Schlitz brewery Stuff – original moved to Schlitz Co. 

4 70 

City of Milwaukee Reports – 1949 Nos. 10, 22, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 

“Electrical Living in 1948″ 

4 71 

Loose Newspaper Articles and Photos 

“Milwaukee Engineering”, Jan 1950 

Business letters 

“Lighting for Outdoor Recreation and Safety” 

Radio Script -May 12, 1950 

4 72 

Intersection Reconstruction Maps 

City of Milwaukee- Report #37 Feb. 1, 1950 

June 21, 1950 Minutes of Milwaukee Safety Commission 

4 73 

Professional Journal Articles 

FCC Correspondence #1004 Sept. 28, 1950 

ITE field trip report Sept. 25, 1950 

“Accident and Injury Tabulation” 

4 74 



“Milwaukee parking Survey and Program Oct. 1950″ 

Reports on Intersections Modifications 

Business letters 

Milwaukee Safety Comm.  Minutes 

Loose Newspaper Articles 

4 75 

“Special Taxes and Licenses -City.” 4 76 

Presidents highway Safety Comm. material 

Work Order – Jones Island Tanker Pier #5 

“Annual Inventory at Traffic Safety Activities” 

Newspaper Articles, letters, and work diagrams for intersections improvement 

5 77 

“Selected papers from the Institute on Traffic Engineering” 5 78 

Newspaper Articles and letters re: Traffic Engineering 

“City of Milwaukee Permanent Improvement Program” June 1951 

Professional Articles and course material 

“Traffic Digest” August 1951, Vol 5 No. 

5 79 

Newspaper Articles, and Maps-Union Bus Terminal Technical Articles 5 80 

“Traffic Engineering” Dec. 1951 

Business Letters 

Rough notes 

Crouse, Minds Lighting Equip. Bull 2603 

Conference Handouts 

5 81 

“Reports on Traffic Ops. and Adj.” Nov. 1951 5 82 

Newspaper articles, letters, photos Bureau of Electrical Service Budget + 

Standing order 

5 83 

I.E.S. 1952 Conf. material 

Newspaper Articles 

“Traffic Adjustment Report” 

5 84 

“Noise” 

“Trucking Noise Study” 

5 85 

Letters Newspaper and Technical Journal Articles–>Traffic 

Map-Traffic 

5 86 

“Broadway, Menomonee. + Young Parking Lot” 5 87 



Business Letters and Newspaper Articles 

“Milwaukee Engineering” Nov. 1953 

“Traffic Sentry” 

“American Standard Practice for Street and Highway 

5 88 

“Public Works” April 1953 

“Control Center -Wireline Communications Facilities Estimate” 

Newspaper Articles 

“The Heartland” Summer 1953 

Case File for Bad Intersection 

5 89 

WI Soc. of Prof. Eng., 1954 Membership Directory 

Newspaper and trade Article 

Work maps for intersections 

“City of Chicago, Dept. of Streets and Sanitations, Bureau of Parking 1st 

Annual Report 1953Business letters 

5 90 

“Miller HighLife News Flash” Vol 8, May 1954 No. 5 

Letters-re. I.T.E. 1st Place Award 1953 

“How to Get the Most Out of Our Streets”- U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 

“Data, Appeals, Replaces improving Motor Vehicle Differentials” 

Letters relating to Ilgner’s illness just prior to death 

5 91 

Certificates 6 92 

Congratulatory Articles and letters on job 6 93 

Pictures 6 94 

Pictures 6 95 

National Traffic Safety Contest 6 96 

City hall lighting 6 97 

Street Signs and Maps 6 98 

Freeway Articles 6 99 

Festivals 6 100 

1947 Snowstorm 6 101 

How to recruit engineers 6 102 

University papers 6 103 

University papers 6 104 

University papers 6 105 

University papers 6 106 

University papers pouch file 6 107 



25th Anniversary as City Employee 6 108 

35th Anniversary as City Employee 6 109 

Snipe Hunting 6 110 

Funeral and Obituaries 6 111 

Miscellaneous Material-Unsorted 7 

Traffic Engineering handbook 8 112 

Milwaukee Countywide Traffic Survey 8 113 

Origin-Destination Report (Planning Survey) 8 114 

Publicity 8 115 

Transportation Comm. 8 116 

   

OVERSIZE ITEMS LOCATION 

“Master Key To Success” Award, MSOE, Christmas,1943 OS SM “I” 

Diploma, UW-Madison, Bachelor Electrical Engineering, 1911 OS SM “I” 

Traffic Safety Calendar, 1941 OS SM “I” 

 


