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Abstract: Thomas Lett Kelly was a long-time Milwaukee dry goods merchant.  He was born in 

Canada in 1833 but relocated to South Carolina in the 1850s.  In 1863, Kelly moved to 

Milwaukee and launched a thriving dry goods business.  In 1901, he moved to Seattle, where he 

died in 1902 from Bright’s Disease. 

 

Scope and Content: The collection consists of correspondence (with transcriptions) from Kelly 

to family members in Canada.  They contain information on conditions in South Carolina during 

the Civil War and on blockade running.  There are also death certificates, obituaries and burial 

plot information for other family members as well as newspaper advertisements for T.L. Kelly & 

Co. 

 

Access and Use: No restrictions 

 

Language: English 

 

Notes: The collection was donated by E. Ann Kracke in May & September 2002 and April 2015. 


