
Title: Seidel, Emil Papers  

 

Call Number: Mss-1281 

 

Inclusive Dates: 1910 – 1947  

 

Bulk: 1.2 cu. ft. 

 

Location: EW, Sh. 002-004 

 

Historical Note: Emil Seidel was born Dec. 13, 1864 to Otto Seidel and Henrietta Knoll.  His 

family moved to Milwaukee in 1869 and Emil worked as a woodcarver.  By 1893 he was 

spending more time involved in the Socialist movement than in his profession. Seidel was 

elected to the Common Council in 1904 and reelected in 1906.  He easily won the Mayor’s office 

in 1910 becoming the first Socialist mayor of a major American city. 

 

Administrative Note: The collection was processed on Nov 2008 by Steve Daily. 

 

Contents Box # Folder # 

Alleys & Sewers 1932-1934 1 1 

American Economic League n.d. 1 2 

Citizens Bureau of Milwaukee 1927-1933 1 3 

Clippings 1912 1 4 

Education 1910-1937 1 5 

Land-Parks 1934 1 6 

Milwaukee-Health Issues 1910-1918 1 7 

Parks-Playgrounds 1930, 1933 1 8 

Planning course by C. B. Whitnall 1937 1 9 

Prohibition 1914, 1916 1 10 

Recreation 1910-1911 1 11 

Self-help during the Depression 1932-1933 1 12 

Sidewalks & Highways 1911 1 13 

Street railway 1910, 1932 1 14 

Taxation 1933-1934 1 15 

Taxes & Finance 1911, 1932-1934 1 16 

Unemployment 1932 1 17 

Alderman Seidel 1931-1933 2 18 

Bethlehem Steel Company 1916 2 19 

Correspondence misc. 1910-1947 2 20 

Dick vs. Seidel court case 1911-1912 2 21 

Misc. clippings 1895-1929 2 22 

Misc. clippings 1930-1941 2 23 

Personal/biographical 2 24 

Political items 1915-1936 2 25 

Seidel – Mayor 1910-1911 2 26 



Seidel – Notes & Speeches 2 27 

Seidel – “Our City–Our Home” news column 1926-27 2 28 

Socialist correspondence 1900-1947 2 29 

Socialist publications 1913-1933 2 30 

Tribute to Seidel 1939 2 31 

12th Biennial Report of the Board of Election Commissioners City of 

Milwaukee 1932-33 (Loose in Box) 

3  Loose in 

Box 

13th Biennial Report of the Board of Election Commissioners City of 

Milwaukee 1935 (Loose in Box) 

3 Loose in 

Box 

Drafts of “Making History” Volumes 3 and 4 3 32 

Personal Recollections of Emil Seidel 3 33 

Admission Tickets/Season Passes/Membership Cards 

− Milwaukee Baseball Club, 1911, 1932, 1934, 1939 

− Milwaukee Automobile Club, 1912 

− Washington Park Zoological Society, 1911 

− Pattern Makers League of North America, 1910 

− Lawrie Transit Company, 1934 

− Chamber of Commerce (2), ca. 1910-1912 

− Common Council Inaugural, 1932, 1936 

3  34 

 


