
Title: Rosnow, Leonard William Papers  

 

Call Number: Mss-2532 

 

Inclusive Dates: 1918 – 1962  

 

Bulk: 2.3 cu. ft. 

 

Location: BV, Sh. 156 

  OS LG “R” (1 item) 

  OS SM “R” (1 item) 

 

Historical Note: Leonard William Rosnow, a native of Clintonville, Wisconsin, moved to 

Milwaukee in 1910 and by 1917 had started his own business as a roofing contractor at 1190 

Seventh St. (now, 2938 N. Seventh).  He married Malida Seybold in 1917, but served stateside in 

the military from 1918 to 1919.  After the war, he expanded his work to that of a general 

contractor and located his business first at his home at 130 E. Chambers St. and later at 3327 N. 

Murray St.  In 1952, he moved to 800 E. Chateau St. in Whitefish Bay and continued to operate 

as a contractor.  From 1955 until his death at age 71 in 1962, he lived at 8202 Poplar Drive in 

Fox Point. 

 

Rosnow maintained a number of business interests in his lifetime, helping to found the Rosnow 

Oil and Supply Company in Cecil, Wisconsin, in 1927, and also running a farm located near 

Clintonville.  While living in Milwaukee, he owned at least 10 rental properties and also 

maintained a summer home at Lake Amy Belle. 

 

Administrative Note: The collection was processed on May 14, 1998 by Jules Gehrke.  Files 

22-25 were donated by Ruth Knox, August 1999, and processed on July 2, 2003 by K. Abing. 

 

Contents Box # Folder # 

Biographical Information 1 1 

World War I letters (1918-1919) 1 2 

Personal Correspondence (1927-1944) 1 3 

Fraternal Organizations (1942, 1960-1963) 1 4 

800 E. Chateau Place (1951-1953) 1 5 

Business Correspondence to… (1929-1962) 1 6 

Receipts/Letters with Rosnow business letterhead (1941-1964) 1 7 

Subcontractors (1943-1946, 1956-1961) 1 8 

Miscellaneous Records/Receipts from Rosnow business (1956-1962) 1 9 

Miscellaneous Account Sheets (1927-1930, 1960) 1 10 

Rosnow Oil and Supply Co.  (1927-1929) 1 11 

Milwaukee Rental Properties (1958-1961) 

130 E. Chambers 

103-103A W. Chambers St. 

3325-3327 N. Murray St. 

3329-3331 N. Murray St. 

1 12 



3341-3343 N. Murray St. 

3044-3046A N. Farwell Ave. 

3285-3287 N. Shepard Ave. 

3425, 3425A N. Buffum St. 

2752, 2752A N. Holton St. 

3034 N. Cramer St. 

Correspondence from tenants (1961-1962) 1 13 

Correspondence  Re: Edward Rink – tenant (1956-1962) 1 14 

Miscellaneous – Farm (1954-1962) 1 15 

Farm – Gas Refund (1951-1962) 1 16 

Plat books – Shawano, Waupaca Counties 1 17 

Property tax receipts (1953-1962) 1 18 

Rosnow income tax returns (1951-1955) 1 19 

Rosnow income tax returns (1956-1959) 1 20 

Miscellaneous investments (1960-1962) 1 21 

Ruth Rosnow Dance Cards-Rufus King High School, 1939-1941 1 22 

Ruth Rosnow Dance Cards-Marquette University, 1940-1943 1 23 

Ruth Rosnow Dance Cards-Miscellaneous, 1938-1941 1 24 

Miscellaneous 1 25 

Ledgers Box # Location 

Ledger 1.  Miscellaneous Farm Accounts (1945-1963) 1 Loose in box 

Ledger 2.  General: Accounts (1939-1948) 1 Loose in box 

Ledger 3.  General: Accounts (1940-1960) 1 Loose in box 

Ledger 4.  General: Cash Received/Disbursed (1958-1960) 1 Loose in box 

Ledger 5:  Rosnow 25th Anniversary Register (1942) 1 Loose in box 

Ledger 6.  General: Includes real estate (1943-1959)  BV, Sh. 156 

Ledger 7.  General: Accounts (1947-1962)  BV, Sh. 156 

Ledger 8.  General: Cash Received/Disbursed (1940-1955)  BV, Sh. 156 

Ledger 9.  General: Employee Records (1949-1959)  BV, Sh. 156 

Ledger 10. General: Employees Records (1944-1948)  BV, Sh. 156 

PHOTOS: See M-137 

OVERSIZE ITEMS Location 

Certificate Naming Leonard Rosnow 32nd Degree Mason, 1928 OS SM “R” 

Auction Poster, Leonard Rosnow Estate near Clintonville, ca. 1962 OS LG “R” 

 


