
Title: Zillman, Erwin F. Papers 

 

Call Number: Mss-0793 

 

Inclusive Dates: 1903 – 1970 

 

Bulk: 6.4 cu. ft. 

 

Location:  NE, Sh. 45A-46 

  RC27, Sh. 007, 009 

  OS SM “Z” (1 item) 

Historical Note: Erwin Zillman was the long-time editor of the Bay View Observer (1934-1958) 

and alderman for the 27th Ward (1948-1956) and the 17th Ward (1958-1964).  He was born in 

Bay View on August 21, 1888, and attended the local public schools.  In 1907, he, his brother 

Fred and Harry Larkin started the Bay View Observer but abandoned the project the following 

year.  Erwin then worked with the U.S. Postal Service as well as several other firms before 

reviving the Observer in 1934.  Throughout his years as editor and alderman, Zillman was an 

active participant in Bay View’s civic life and a champion of Bay View development, especially 

the construction of a lakefront freeway.  He passed away in November 1970. 

Scope and Content: The records consist of correspondence, clippings, publications, programs, 

and financial records that detail Zillman’s newspaper, political, and civic activities. 

Administrative Note: The collection was reprocessed on January 2001 by Kevin Abing. 

See Also: Microfilm Reel #606 for additional newspaper clippings 

Personal/Family Material Box # Folder # 

Erwin Zillman, Biographical Information & Miscellaneous Material 1 1 

Erwin Zillman, Correspondence – Personal 1 2 

Erwin Zillman, Correspondence re: “So You Will Know” & “The 

Tippecanoe Story” 

1 3 

Erwin Zillman, Postal Service Material, 1910-1932 1 4 

Erwin Zillman, Miscellaneous Compositions 1 5 

Erwin Zillman, Selective Service Material 1 6 

Fred Zillman Poems, Music & Miscellaneous Material 1 7 

Fred Zillman Poems, Music & Miscellaneous Material 1 8 

Information re: Death of Fred Zillman (Erwin’s brother), 1951 1 9 

Carol Zillman 1 10 

Fred “Bud” Zillman? 1 11 

Cards/Postcards 1 12 

Invitations/Programs 1 13 

Bay View Observer Material Box # Folder # 

History of Bay View Observer 1 14 



Financial Records, 1935 1 15 

Financial Records, 1937 1 16 

Financial Records, 1938 1 17 

Financial Records, 1939 1 18 

Financial Records, 1940 1 19 

Correspondence – General, 1935-1942 1 20 

Correspondence – General, 1945-1965 1 21 

Correspondence – Public Officials 1 22 

First Anniversary Letters, 1935 1 23 

Anniversary Letters, 1936 1 24 

Letters of Appreciation, 1934-1940 1 25 

Cartoon Proofs/Editorials 2 26 

Lake Shore Drive 2 27 

Miscellaneous Material 2 28 

Radio 2 29 

Radio Programs, ca. 1938-1939 (1 of 2) 2 30 

Radio Programs, ca. 1938-1939 (2 of 2) 2 31 

School Board 2 32 

Silhouette Contest 2 33 

Tele-Kee-No Contest, 1939 2 34 

Press Releases 2 35 

Political Material Box # Folder # 

Correspondence, 1946-1950 2 36 

Correspondence, 1951-1954 2 37 

Correspondence, 1955-1959 2 38 

Correspondence, 1960-1962 2 39 

Correspondence, 1963-1964 2 40 

Letters from St. Mary’s Academy Students, 1956 2 41 

American Municipal Association 2 42 

Board of Review 2 43 

Campaign Material 2 44 

Citizens’ Advisory Committee on Relocation Assistance 2 45 

Civic Progress Commission 2 46 

Contributions to Churches/Charities 2 47 

Directories/Rosters of City, County & State Officials, 1951-1970 (not 

inclusive) 

2 48 

Election Material, 1956 2 49 

Election Material, 1959 2 50 

Election Material, 1960 2 51 

Election Material, 1960 2 52 

High Level Bridge/County Expressway/Lakefront Development  

(2 of 4) 

3 53 

High Level Bridge/County Expressway/Lakefront Development  3 54 



(3 of 4) 

High Level Bridge/County Expressway/Lakefront Development  

(4 of 4) 

3 55 

Management Institute, UW Extension Division 3 56 

Milwaukee Forge & Machine Co. 3 57 

Milwaukee Police/Fire Departments 3 58 

Milwaukee Water Works 3 59 

Miscellaneous Political Material (1 of 2) 3 60 

Miscellaneous Political Material (2 of 2) 3 61 

Municipal Finance Officers Association 3 62 

Pension Matters (1 of 3) 3 63 

Pension Matters (2 of 3) 3 64 

Pension Matters (3 of 3) 3 65 

Speeches (Some by Zillman) 3 66 

Resolutions/Ordinances 3 67 

Ward Maps 3 68 

Publications/Pamphlets Box # Folder # 

Promotional Literature – City of Milwaukee 3 69 

City of Milwaukee, Capital Improvement Program, 1954, 1961, 1968-

1969 

3 70 

Miscellaneous Publications re: Government 3 71 

Miscellaneous Organizations/Bay View Material Box # Folder # 

Amateur Movie Society of Milwaukee, 1950-1953 4 72 

Bay View American Legion/Veterans of Foreign Wars 4 73 

Bay View Art Exhibit, Register, 1935 4 74 

Bay View Business Association 4 75 

Bay View Democrat, 1947 4 76 

Bay View High School 4 77 

Bay View – Historical Material 4 78 

Bay View YMCA 4 79 

Improve Milwaukee Now Committee 4 80 

Inter-Organization Council of Bay View 4 81 

Italian-American Organizations 4 82 

Kiwanis Club, Bay View (1 of 2) 4 83 

Kiwanis Club, Bay View (2 of 2) 4 84 

Lincoln Banquet, 1948-1970 (not inclusive) 4 85 

Masonic Material 4 86 

Milwaukee Braves/Baseball/Sports 4 87 

Milwaukee County Historical Society 4 88 

Milwaukee Public Museum 4 89 

Miscellaneous Bay View Organizations/Events 4 90 

South Division Civic Association 4 91 

South Division High School 4 92 



South Shore Water Frolics, Clippings, 1949-1966 (not inclusive) 4 93 

South Shore Water Frolics, Programs, 1949-1970 (not inclusive 4 94 

South Shore Yacht Club/Milwaukee Yacht Club 4 95 

South Side Community Club 4 96 

“The Tippecanoe Story” (Draft) 4 97 

U.S. Naval Reserve Training Center 4 98 

Washington’s Birthday Banquet, 1937-1970 4 99 

Publications/Pamphlets Box # Location 

City of Milwaukee, Budget, 1949-1956, 1961, 1963-1964, 1968-1969 5 Loose in box 

City of Milwaukee, Annual Report, 1934-1967 (not inclusive) 5 Loose in box 

Common Council, Journal of Proceedings, 1953-1970 (not inclusive) 5 Loose in box 

Board of Election Commissioners, Biennial Report, 1933-1965, 1969 6 Loose in box 

Capital Improvements for Milwaukee,1970-1975 6 Loose in box 

Civic Life in Milwaukee, 1937 6 Loose in box 

Final Report, Mayor’s Study Committee on Social Problems in the Inner 

Core Area of the City, 1960 

6 Loose in box 

Report of the Commission on the Economic Study of Milwaukee, 1948 6 Loose in box 

A Statistical Almanac of Milwaukee City/County/Metropolitan Area, 

1963 

6 Loose in box 

From Patterns to Processes, 87th Annual Report of the Superintendent of 

the Milwaukee Public Schools, 1946 

6 Loose in box 

Civil Service Manual, Board of City Service Commissioners, City of 

Milwaukee, 1962 

6 Loose in box 

Once A Year, Milwaukee Press Club, Annual Report, 1952-1953, 1958, 

1960 

6 Loose in box 

Souvenir Book, Global World Series, Milwaukee, 1955 6 Loose in box 

The Daily Bond Buyer, Special Conference Issue, Municipal Finance 

Officers Association, 1960 

6 Loose in box 

Sheet Music for Songs by Marie Franklin of Milwaukee, 1944-1945: 

“My World is Empty Now,”  “Anthem,” “My Mother’s Lullaby,” “A 

Song and Prayer for Victory,” “The Refrain from American Trains” 

6 Loose in box 

Official Inaugural Program, Roosevelt-Garner Inauguration, March 4, 

1933 (2 copies) 

6 Loose in box 

The Printer in Eighteenth-Century Williamsburg, 1955 6 Loose in box 

Holiday, July 1949 – Issue on Wisconsin & Milwaukee 6 Loose in box 

Stadium Freeway: Preliminary Relocation Report, July 1970 6 Loose in box 

  

Scrapbooks Location 

Clippings, 1947-1948 RC27 Sh 7 & Sh. 9 

Clippings, 1948-1949 RC27 Sh7 & Sh. 9 

Personal Material, ca. 1908-1930 RC27 Sh. 9 

Newspaper Publicity, Lake Shore Drive & Bay View Business Men’s 

Assn., 1937-1939 

RC27 Sh. 7 



  

Oversize Items Location 

Resolution Celebrating Bay View High School’s Golden Anniversary, 

1964 

OS SM “Z” 

 


