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Location:  WHS, Sh. D073-D075 
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Abstract: Terrance L. Pitts was born in Milwaukee in 1940, the second son of Alto and Mattie 

Pitts. He graduated from Riverside High School in 1958 and then earned a bachelor’s degree 

from the University of Wisconsin in 1962. He enrolled in the Law School at Howard University 

in Washington, D.C., graduating in 1965. Terrance, his father and his brother Orville started the 

Pitts Funeral Home in 1968, but Terrance turned his attention to politics. He was elected to the 

Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors, representing the 7th District, in 1972. During his 22-

year stint on the county board, he served on several committees and helped establish the 

Milwaukee International Health Training Center in 1986. He passed away in December 1995, 

after a battle with cancer. 

Scope and Content: The collection consists of reports, memorandums, correspondence, 

newspaper clippings, meeting minutes and agendas, and other ephemera detailing Pitts’ work as 

county supervisor and his involvement with Milwaukee’s African-American community and the 

Democratic Party. 

Access and Use: No restrictions unless otherwise noted below. 

Language: English 

Notes: Processed by Kevin Abing, August 2020. 

Arrangement: 

Folder Heading Box # File # 

A – Miscellaneous, 1983-1984 1 1 

Action for Goals 2000 1 2 

Affirmative Action, 1984 1 3 

African-American/Minority Material 

− Excellence magazine, Spring-Summer & Fall-Winter, 1987 

− On the Real Side magazine, August & September 1988 

− Color Lines magazine, February 1989 

− Alpha Phi Alpha, Delta Chi Lambda Chapter Beautillion ’87 program 

1 4 

Afro-American Alumni Association, 1984 1 5 

AFL-CIO, 1984-1985 1 6 

Agenda Dates for 1985 1 7 

Aging – Task Force On, 1984-1988 1 8 

Agriculture, 1984-1988 1 9 

Alliance for the Mentally Ill, 1985-1987 1 10 

Allied Construction Employers’ Association,  1 11 

American Concrete Institute 1 12 

American Public Works Association, 1984-1986 1 13 



  

American Public Works Association, 1987-1989 1 14 

Arts & Culture, 1984-1989 1 15 

Assembly Bills, 1981-1985 1 16 

Audit Committee, 1984-1986 1 17 

Audits, 1982-1986 1 18 

Audubon Society, 1985 1 19 

Autotrol Corporation, 1985 1 20 

Block Clubs in 7th District, 1982 1 21 

Blood Donor Drive, 1985 1 22 

Blue Ribbon Task Force, 1985 1 23 

Board of Supervisors, 1980 1 24 

Board of Supervisors, January-March 1985 1 25 

   

Board of Supervisors, April 1985 2 1 

Board of Supervisors, May-December 1985 2 2 

Board of Supervisors, January-June 1986 2 3 

Board of Supervisors, July-December 1986 2 4 

Board of Supervisors, January-October 1987 2 5 

Board of Supervisors, November-December 1987 (1 of 2) 2 6 

Board of Supervisors, November-December 1987 (2 of 2) 2 7 

Board of Supervisors, 1988 2 8 

Bradford Beach Concessions 2 9 

Budget, 1983 2 10 

Budget, 1985 Process 2 11 

Budget and Fiscal, 1985-1986 2 12 

Budget Summary 1984 2 13 

C – Miscellaneous, 1983-1986 2 14 

   

Campaign Finance Reports, 1982 3 1 

Campaign Issues (Requested by Pitts for his re-election), 1983 3 2 

Career Youth Development, 1981 3 3 

Career Youth Development, 1985-1987 3 4 

Career Youth Development Family Day 3 5 

Central Services, 1985-1986 3 6 

Child Abuse, 1984 3 7 

Child & Adolescent Treatment Center (CATC), 1982 3 8 

Christmas Cards, 1985 3 9 

Churches in 7th District, 1983 3 10 

Circuit Court Branch I, 1983 3 11 

Circuit Court Reports, 1984-1986 3 12 

Citations, 1985-1987 3 13 

Citizens of Milwaukee County, 1981 3 14 

City Development, Department of, 1986-987 3 15 

Civil Rights, 1982-1984 3 16 

Civil Rights Update, 1982 3 17 



  

Clinical Allocations, 1977-1980 3 18 

Coachyards/Italian Community Center, 1986 3 19 

Combined Community Services Board, 1980-1987 3 20 

Committee on Parks, Recreation and Culture, 1982-1984 3 21 

Community Design Center, 1985 3 22 

Community Interests, 1983-1985 3 23 

Community Problems & Development, 1984 3 24 

Congress (our friends in), 1985-1987 3 25 

Constituent Complaints, 1985-1987 3 26 

   

Constituent Letters, To and From, 1982-1983 4 1 

Constituent Requests, 1985-1987 4 2 

Constituent Requests [RESTRICTED], 1985-1987 4 3 

Constituent Requests, 1988 4 4 

Constituents – Termination Complaints [RESTRICTED] 4 5 

Construction and Architectural Companies – Airport and Coachyards 

Projects, 1983-1985 

4 6 

Contract Compliance, 1981 4 7 

Corporation Council, 1985-1986 4 8 

Correspondence (including from private companies), 1985-1987 4 9 

Correspondence Paper and Envelopes 4 10 

County Board Meetings, 1984-1986 4 11 

D – Miscellaneous, 1982-1984 4 12 

Data Processing Subcommittee 4 13 

Democratic County Officials, 1980-1982 4 14 

Democratic National Committee, 1980-1982 4 15 

Democratic National Committee, 1985 4 16 

Department of Health and Human Services, 1985 4 17 

Department of Public Works, 1985-1988 4 18 

Department of Social Services, 1983-1985 4 19 

District Assembly Map, 1983 4 20 

Drug Abuse, 1985-1986 4 21 

   

E – Miscellaneous, 1983-1984 5 1 

Economic Development, 1984-1985 5 2 

Economic Development, 1986-1987 5 3 

Economic Interest Statement, 1983 5 4 

Editorials: WTMJ TV4 & WITI TV6, 1985-1989 5 5 

Election Campaign Materials, 1978-1983 5 6 

Emergency Government, 1982-1984, 1987 5 7 

Emergency Medical Services, 1985-1988 5 8 

Energy, Environment and Extension Education, 1980-1984 5 9 

Energy, Environment and Extension Education, 1984-1987 5 10 

F – Miscellaneous, 1982-1984  5 11 

Federation of Nurses and Health Professionals, 1985-1987 5 12 



  

Finance Committee, 1985-1986 5 13 

Garfield Park, 1980 5 14 

Governing magazine, 1987-1989 5 15 

Governor’s Office, 1985-1986 5 16 

H – Miscellaneous, 1983-1984 5 17 

Handicapped and Disabled Persons Commission, 1984-1989 

− Includes material from Southeastern Wisconsin Center for 

Independent Living 

5 18 

Health Care, 1985-1989 5 19 

Health Committee – Children’s Hospital Lease, 1984 5 20 

Health Committee – General, 1979-1984 5 21 

Health Committee, 1985-May 1986 5 22 

   

Health Committee, June-December 1986 6 1 

Health Committee, 1987 6 2 

Health Committee Report, 1983 6 3 

Health and Human Services, Department of, 1985-1987 6 4 

Health and Human Services – Move to Schlitz Brewery Site, 1985-1986 6 5 

Hospital Administration, 1984-1986 6 6 

Housing, 1985-1987 6 7 

Human Resources, 1984-1986 6 8 

Human Resources [RESTRICTED] 6 9 

Human Rights Commission, 1982-1984 6 10 

Hunger Task Force, 1984-1985 6 11 

I – Miscellaneous, 1983 6 12 

Information (Cosmopolitan Club “25”) 6 13 

Inner City Council on Alcoholism, 1981 6 14 

Inter-Governmental Relations, 1982 6 15 

Inter-Governmental Relations, 1984-1986 6 16 

Inter-Office Communication, 1982-1983 6 17 

Inter-Office Communication, 1981-1982 6 18 

Invitations, 1983-1984 6 19 

Invitations, 1985-1986 6 20 

   

Invitations, 1987-1988 7 1 

Italian Community Center 7 2 

J – Miscellaneous, 1984 7 3 

Jail, 1984-1985 7 4 

Job Announcements, 1985-1986 7 5 

Job Announcements, 1987 7 6 

Job Service, 1982 7 7 

Jobs with Peace, 1985-1987 7 8 

Joint Center for Political Studies, 1977-1979 7 9 

Joint State/County Detention Facility Committee, 1983 7 10 

Judiciary, Safety and General Services, 1984-1985 7 11 



  

Judiciary, Safety and General Services, 1986-1987 7 12 

Juveniles/Justice 7 13 

Labor Relations, Department of, 1985 7 14 

Legislative Committee Agendas and Minutes, 1981, 1983 7 15 

M – Miscellaneous, 1983 7 16 

M – Miscellaneous, 1984-1989 7 17 

Mail – List of Incoming Mail, 1984 7 18 

Mass Transit Committee, 1982-1984 7 19 

Mass Transit Committee, 1984-1985 7 20 

McKinley Marina Boat Owners Association, 1987-1988 7 21 

M.E.C.C.A., 1985-1989 7 22 

Medical College, 1981-1982 7 23 

Medical College, 1985 7 24 

   

Medical Complex, 1984-1985 8 1 

Medical Examiner, 1973, 1983-1987 8 2 

Memorandums, 1984-1986 8 3 

Mental Health Complex, 1985-1988 8 4 

Mental Health Complex – Security, 1985 8 5 

Mental Health – Staffing Study, 1980-1983 8 6 

Milwaukee Area Technical College, 1985-1986 8 7 

Milwaukee Associates in Urban Development (M.A.U.D.), 1984-1986 8 8 

Milwaukee, City of, 1983-1984 8 9 

Milwaukee County Historical Society, 1985-1988 8 10 

Milwaukee County Medical Complex, 1985-1988 (1 of 2) 8 11 

Milwaukee County Medical Complex, 1985-1988 (2 of 2) 8 12 

Milwaukee County Medical Complex – Rate Review Problems, 1985 8 13 

Milwaukee District Council 48, 1985 8 14 

Milwaukee Heart Institute Proposal, 1986 8 15 

Milwaukee Police Department 8 16 

Milwaukee Public Museum, 1985-1986 8 17 

Milwaukee Public Museum, 1987-1989 8 18 

Milwaukee Regional Medical Center, 1972-1989 8 19 

Milwaukee Regional Medical Center – Third World Health Training Center, 

1985 

8 20 

Minority Bond Counsel, 1984-1985 8 21 

Minority Business Enterprise, 1980-1985 8 22 

Minority Business Enterprise, 1986 8 23 

Mitchell Field, 1984-1986 8 24 

   

Mitchell International Airport, 1987-1988 9 1 

Mitchell International Airport – Airport Highlights, Oct. 1987-April 1988 9 2 

Mitchell International Airport – Airport Highlights, April-Dec. 1988 9 3 

Mitchell International Airport – Airport Noise Advisory Committee, 1987-

1988 

9 4 



  

Moody Pool/Auer Ave. Playground, 1984-1987 9 5 

Mondale-Ferraro Campaign, 1984 9 6 

N – Miscellaneous, 1984-1986 9 7 

National Association of Counties (NaCo) – Conference, 1981-1982 9 8 

National Association of Counties (NaCo) – Conference Health and Education 

Meeting, 1981-1983 

9 9 

National Association of Counties (NaCo), 1980-1987 9 10 

National Association of Counties – County News, 1984-1987 9 11 

National Democratic County Officials, 1981 9 12 

National Democratic County Officials, 1984-1985 9 13 

National Steering Committee, 1982 9 14 

Neighborhood Improvement, 1984 9 15 

News Releases, 1984 9 16 

Newspaper Articles, February 1982 9 17 

Newspaper Articles, January 1986 9 18 

Newspaper Articles, February 1986 9 19 

   

Newspaper Articles, March 1986 10 1 

Newspaper Articles, October 1986 10 2 

Newspaper Articles, November-December 1986 10 3 

Newspaper Articles, January 1987 10 4 

Newspaper Articles, February 1987 10 5 

Newspaper Articles, March 1987 10 6 

Newspaper Articles, April 1987 10 7 

Newspaper Articles, May-July 1987 10 8 

Newspaper Articles, November 1987 10 9 

Newspaper Articles, February-March 1988 10 10 

Newspapers – East Side Community News, 1985-1986 (not inclusive) 10 11 

Newspapers – Milwaukee Courier, 1985-1988 (not inclusive) 10 12 

Newspapers – Milwaukee Times, 1987 (not inclusive) 10 13 

Newspapers – Sherman Park News, Sept. 1984-Feb. 1986 (not inclusive) 10 14 

Newspapers – Miscellaneous 

− The Ave News, August 10, 1984 

− Community Journal, November 4, 1987 

− The Daily Reporter, November 12, 1987 

− The Mature American, Nov. 1985, Dec/Jan. 1986, Feb. 1986 

− The Milwaukee Community Journal, May 29-June 5, 1985 & Oct. 23-

30, 1985 

− Minority Entrepreneur, September 1987 

− The UWM Post, July 24, 1985 

10 15 

Non-Profit Organizations – Girl Scouts of Milwaukee Area, 1987-1988 10 16 

Non-Profit Organizations – Hunter Task Force, 1985-1986 10 17 

Non-Profit Organizations – Jewish Vocational Service, 1984-1986 10 18 

Non-Profit Organizations – Milwaukee Foundation, 1986-1987 10 19 

Non-Profit Organizations – Wisconsin Humane Society, 1985 10 20 



  

Non-Profit Organizations – Miscellaneous  10 21 

O.C. White Soul Club, 1980 10 22 

P – Miscellaneous, 1983-1984 10 23 

Pamphlets 10 24 

Paramedic Program, 1977 & 1980 10 25 

Parent Education Groups, 1979 10 26 

   

Park West Development Task Force, 1980-1983 11 1 

Parks, 1980-1987 11 2 

Parks, Recreation and Culture, 1984 11 3 

Parks, Recreation and Culture, 1985 11 4 

Parks, Recreation and Culture, 1986 11 5 

Pending: Things to look into, 1984 11 6 

Personal File, 1978-1984 11 7 

Personnel Committee, 1985 11 8 

Personnel Committee, 1986 11 9 

Personnel Committee, 1987 11 10 

Personnel Committee Packets, 1985-1986 11 11 

Pitts’ 1980 Resolutions 11 12 

Planning Council for Mental Health and Social Services, 1985 11 13 

Political, 1979-1980 11 14 

Press Releases, 1979-1980 11 15 

Printers Day Care, 1981 11 16 

Proposals, 1982 11 17 

Public Appearances, 1979-1982 11 18 

Public Works, 1979-1982 11 19 

Recognition, 1982 11 20 

Recommendations, 1979-1985 11 21 

Recreation, 1979 11 22 

References, 1979-1980 11 23 

Rehabilitation Programs, 1979 11 24 

Resolutions and Ordinances, 1979-1982 11 25 

Resumes, 1979-1983 11 26 

S – Miscellaneous, 1983 11 27 

SALT II, 1979 11 28 

Secretary of State (Wisconsin), 1979 11 29 

Security, 1979 11 30 

Senate Bills, 1979-1982 11 31 

Sewerage, 1984-1986 11 32 

Sewers, 1979-1982 11 33 

Sewers (Action), 1981-1982 11 34 

   

Sheriff – Salary Review, 1985 12 1 

Shoots ‘n Roots, 1983-1985 12 2 

Small is Beautiful, Inc., 1980 12 3 



  

Social Development Commission, 1979-1987 12 4 

Social Services Committee, 1982-1985 12 5 

Social Services Committee, 1985-1986 12 6 

Social Services, Department of (Welfare Department), 1980-1982 12 7 

Southeastern Wisconsin Health Systems Agency (SEWHSA), 1979 12 8 

Speeches, 1982-1983 12 9 

Sports Arena – Proposed, 1985 12 10 

Summary – County Executive Conference, 1983 Budget 12 11 

Summer Youth Job Information, 1980-1984 12 12 

Summer Youth Job Information, 1985, 1988 12 13 

Summons (in a civil action), 1983-1984 12 14 

Supervisor Terrance L. Pitts, 1980 12 15 

Supervisor’s Monthly Report, April 1982 12 16 

Supervisory Information, 1982 12 17 

Tax Study Committee, 1982 12 18 

Transportation and Public Works, 1984 12 19 

Transportation and Public Works, 1985 12 20 

Transportation and Public Works, January-May 1986 12 21 

Transportation and Public Works, June-December 1986 12 22 

Transportation and Public Works, 1987 12 23 

Travel Expense Reports, 1980-1982 12 24 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 1985-1988 12 25 

Urban Action, ca. 1980 12 26 

Urban League, 1979 12 27 

Vel Phillips – Y.W.C.A., 1979 12 28 

Voluntary Action Center, 1979  12 29 

W – Miscellaneous, 1983-1984 12 30 

War Memorial Center, 1979-1982 12 31 

Weber U.S. Supreme Court Decision, 1979 12 32 

Welfare and Human Resources, 1978-1982 12 33 

Whitmore, Donald, 1980 12 34 

Wisconsin Association of Blacks in Criminal Justice, 1984-1985 12 35 

Wisconsin Democratic Party, 1980-1983 12 36 

Work Assistance Program, 1980 & 1982 12 37 

   

Miscellaneous note pads, 1985-1988 13  

   

REPORTS/PUBLICATIONS   

The Voting Rights Act: Unfulfilled Goals, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 

1981 

14  

Minority Elderly Services: New Programs, Old Problems, Part II, U.S. 

Commission on Civil Rights, 1982 

14  

Jewish Vocational Service of Milwaukee Corporation Plan, 1985 (2 copies) 14  

North Division Neighborhood: Five Year Book, 1986 14  

Economy, Efficiency and Program Audit of the Milwaukee County Power 14  



  

Plant, 1985 

Milwaukee County Overall Economic Development Program Plan, SEWRPC, 

1985 (2 copies) 

14  

Analysis of General Insurance Program for Milwaukee County, 1973 (2 

copies) 

14  

FCL Associates (Chicago architectural firm) Project Booklet 14  

Reports re Milwaukee County Budgets, 1984-1987 14  

Recommended 1985-1989 Capital Program by Milwaukee County Planning 

Commission 

14  

Capital Improvements Program, 1982-1987, City of Milwaukee 14  

Democratic National Convention Booklets, 1980 & 1984 14  

Echo magazine, 20th anniversary issue, 1986 14  

Milwaukee Report, 1977 14  

   

General Mitchell International Airport: Airport Master Plan Inventory & 

Forecasts, 1988 

15  

City-County Jail Consolidation Preliminary Report, 1988 15  

Jail Capacity Recommendations, 1988 15  

The Marcus Common Interest Forum: Choices in Economic Development, A 

Global Perspective, 1987 

15  

Audit of Polling Place Cards 15  

Audit of the Milwaukee County Zoo and the Relationship Between the 

Zoo/Zoological Society, 1988 

15  

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for Year Ended Dec. 31, 1987 15  

National Association of Counties, American County Platform, 1987-88 15  

Wisconsin Minority-Owned Businesses Directory 1987 15  

Milwaukee County 1989 Requested Capital Improvements 15  

Audit Review, 1987 Maritime Days Festival 15  

Special Review, Milwaukee County Department of Social Services Child Day 

Care Program, 1988 

15  

Crime in the City of Milwaukee – 1986 15  

Summary of 1989 Budget Requests and Revenue Estimates 15  

County of Milwaukee Management Letter for the Year 1987 15  

The Babies: Portraits of Fragile Lives, drawings by Kristine Gunther, 1986 15  

City of Milwaukee: The 1985 Capital Budget and the 1986-1991 Capital 

Improvements Program 

15  

Official Statement, Milwaukee County, $17,450,000 General Obligation 

Corporate Purpose Bonds, 1986 

15  

Official Statement, Milwaukee County $17,400,000 General Obligation 

Airport Bonds, 1988 

15  

Operational Audit, Milwaukee Public Museum Audiovisual Center, 1987 15  

Audit Review, Wauwatosa School District’s Reimbursement of Operating 

Costs of MCDHHS Schools for 1985-86 School Year 

15  

Special Review, Department of Public Works/Transportation User Side 

Subsidy Program, 1987 

15  



  

Operational Audit, Milwaukee County Medical Complex Dietary Unit, 1987 15  

Milwaukee County Department of Social Services 1987 Purchase of Service 

Summary 

15  

Review of Department of Social Services Assistance to Aliens, 1987 15  

Audit of Milwaukee County Loans to ESHAC, Inc., 1987 15  

Internal Control and Compliance Review, Sheriff’s Department Special 

Purpose Checking Accounts, 1987 

15  

Milwaukee County Commission for Handicapped and Disabled Persons, 8th 

Annual Report for Year 1986 

15  

Milwaukee County Department of Social Services, 1986 Guidelines and 

Specifications for the Purchase of Work Relief Services 

15  

Compliance Review, Department of Administration Procurement Division, 

1986 

15  

Development Recommendations: The Lake Terrace, 1986 15  

A Housing Strategy for the City of Milwaukee, 1988 15  

Final Report, Committee for the Future of Milwaukee, 1988 15  

1986 Adopted Budget – Capital Improvement Appropriations 15  

Official Statement, Milwaukee County $23,900,000 General Obligation 

Corporate Purpose Bonds, 1987 

15  

Feasibility Study for a Milwaukee County Soccer Stadium, 1987 15  

County of Milwaukee, Wisconsin Single Audit Report, Federal Circular A-

128 (for year ended Dec. 31, 1986) 

15  

Milwaukee Transport Services Operational Audit of Purchasing/Materials 

Management, 1987 

15  

Capital Improvements, Milwaukee County 1987 Adopted Budget 15  

Lake Terrace Project Status Report, 1987 15  

Report and Recommendations to the MATC Board of Directors Licensee of 

WMVS/WMVT from the Public Television Blue Ribbon Task Force, 1985 

15  

Listening to the Homeless: A Study of Homeless Mentally Ill Persons in 

Milwaukee, 1985 

15  

Marcus Common Interest Forum: Federal Decisions and Wisconsin’s 

Economy, A Report Card, 1985 

15  

Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture Operational Audit of McKinley 

Marina, 1986 

15  

Twenty-Five Years of Regional Planning (SEWRPC), 1985 15  

Report and Recommendations on the Method of Financing the Milwaukee 

Metropolitan Sewerage District’s Water Pollution Abatement Program, 1986 

15  

1987 Budget in Brief 15  

1984 Statistical Report of Property Valuations, Milwaukee County 15  

1987 Statistical Report of Property Valuations, Milwaukee County 15  

   

OVERSIZE ITEMS LOCATION 

The Italian Community Center of Milwaukee Preliminary Study, 1987 MV, F18 

The Park East Development Plan, 1987 MV, F18 

 


