
Title: Gregory, John Goadby Papers  

 

Call Number: Mss-0450 

 

Inclusive Dates: 1820s – 1967  

 

Bulk: 13.45 cu. ft. 

 

Location: WHS, Sh. B026-B028 (12.4 cu. ft.) 

  LC, Sh. 007 (0.02 cu. ft.) 

  MV, F05 (0.4 cu. ft.) 

    RC11, Sh. 014 (0.6 cu. ft.) 

    OS SM “P” (2 items) 

  OS LG “G” (1 item) 

  OS XLG (1 item) 

  WHS (17 books) 

 

Historical Note: John G. Gregory was one of Milwaukee’s prominent newspaper editors, 

historians, and civic leaders.  His father, John Gregory, Sr., was born in Ireland in 1783 and 

gained acclaim as a civil engineer.  He emigrated to the U.S. in 1849, eventually settled in 

Milwaukee and played an important role in encouraging Irish immigration to Wisconsin.  John 

G. Gregory was born in 1856 and at the age of twelve began his career as a newspaperman.  He 

worked for the Milwaukee Sentinel and the Evening Wisconsin as a typesetter, reporter and 

editor.  He had a life-long interest in history and published a history of Milwaukee in 1930.  He 

also helped coordinate other Wisconsin histories.  He passed away in 1947.  The records consist 

of correspondence, programs, pamphlets/publications, poetry, and other ephemera that help 

document Gregory’s work as a newspaperman, his civic activities, and his historical 

interests.  There is also material from Gregory’s immediate family members as well as his in-

laws and their families. 

 

Abstract: The collection contains letters written to various members of the Milwaukee 

community by John Goadby Gregory.  The correspondence includes the following: Victor 

Berger, Frank A. Flower, William F. Hooker, Charles King, Trentanove Gaetano, Peter Van 

Vechten. 

 

See Also:For Personal/Miscellaneous Material Check Both Business Letters Received and 

Correspondence (General) Files 

Galley Proofs/Drafts/Notes of Gregory Works, See Boxes 8 and 9 

For Family-Related Material See ALSO Correspondence Files in John G. Gregory 

Section 

For Club/Organizations SEE ALSO Correspondence Files 

Administrative Note: The collection was reprocessed on March 31, 2004 by Kevin Abing. 

 

Contents Box # Folder # 



Personal/Miscellaneous Material   

Biographical Data on John G. Gregory & Caroline Strong Paul Gregory 1 1 

Business Letters Received, 1881-1896 1 2 

Business Letters Received, 1897-1898 1 3 

Business Letters Received, 1899-1900 1 4 

Business Letters Received, 1901-1902 1 5 

Business Letters Received, 1903-1905 1 6 

Business Letters Received, 1906-1908 1 7 

Business Letters Received, 1909-1915 1 8 

Business Letters Received, 1916-1926 1 9 

Business Letters Received, 1927-1950 1 10 

Business Letters Received, Undated 1 11 

Business Letters Received (by Mrs. John G. Gregory, Marian Gregory, & 

Paul Gregory), 1899-1951 & Undated 

1 12 

Business Letters Sent, 1894-1943 & Undated 1 13 

Business-Related Papers 1 14 

Calendars, 1894-1956 1 15 

Envelope: Cards – Business/Calling/”At Home” Cards 1 16 

Envelope: Cards – Membership Cards & Miscellaneous 1 17 

Clippings re: John G. Gregory & other family members 1 18 

Correspondence (General), 1880-1890 1 19 

Correspondence (General), 1891-1892 1 20 

Correspondence (General), 1893-1894 1 21 

Correspondence (General), 1895-1896 1 22 

Correspondence (General), 1897-1899 1 23 

Correspondence (General), 1900-1910 1 24 

Correspondence (General), 1911-1930 1 25 

Correspondence (General), 1931-1945 2 26 

Correspondence (General), Undated 2 27 

Correspondence (Gregory Family), 1894-1920 2 28 

Correspondence (Gregory Family), 1921 2 29 

Correspondence (Gregory Family), 1922-1944 2 30 

Correspondence (Gregory Family), Undated 2 31 

Correspondence with Caroline Strong Paul (1st wife), 1882-1886 2 32 

Correspondence re: Publication of History of Milwaukee and other histories, 

1929-1930 

2 33 

Correspondence re: Publication of History of Milwaukee and other 

histories,1931-1932 

2 34 

Correspondence re: Publication of History of Milwaukee and other 

histories,1933-1939 

2 35 

Correspondence (Miscellaneous), 1883-1934 2 36 

Diaries/Miscellaneous Notebooks, ca. 1869-1916 2 37 

Editorials & Other Articles Written by John G. Gregory 2 38 

Scrapbook Box # Location 



Scrapbook Containing Editorials by John G. Gregory, 1889-1890 1 Loose in box 

Scrapbook Containing Editorials by John G. Gregory, 1891-1892 1 Loose in box 

Personal/Miscellaneous Material Box # Folder # 

Financial Papers – Receipts, Bills, Estimates, etc., 1870s-1940s (1 of 2) 2 39 

Financial Papers – Receipts, Bills, Estimates, etc., 1870s-1940s (2 of 2) 2 40 

First Unitarian Church of Milwaukee, 1893-1951 3 41 

Fort Scott Cement Manufacturing Co., (Insurance Forms & Misc.), 1890-

1892 

3 42 

Memorials 

- Fred Norris Brett, Alice Greenwood Chapman, Harriet L. Cramer, Howard 

Bass Cushing, Alexander Ross Houston, William P. McLaren, Caroline 

Tileston Metcalf, Alexander Mitchell, Mrs. D. W. Perkins, George Irving 

Robinson, Frances E. Willard, John Bradley Winslow 

3 43 

Miscellaneous Material 3 44 

Miscellaneous Lists 3 45 

Miscellaneous Personal Documents (John G. Gregory & Gregory Family) 3 46 

Notes on Oratory 3 47 

Poetry by John G. Gregory (1 of 2) 3 48 

Poetry by John G. Gregory (2 of 2) 3 49 

Post Cards/Holiday Cards 3 50 

Programs/Invitations/Menus, 1857-1899 3 51 

Programs/Invitations/Menus, 1900-1909 3 52 

Programs/Invitations/Menus, 1910-1919 3 53 

Programs/Invitations/Menus, 1920s-1940s & Undated 3 54 

Property-Related Records 3 55 

Receipts, 1935-1936 3 56 

School Notebooks? 4 57 

Songs and Poems 4 58 

Speeches/Addresses by John G. Gregory (1 of 2) 4 59 

Speeches/Addresses by John G. Gregory (2 of 2) 4 60 

Envelope: Tickets – Miscellaneous, 1880s-1940s 4 61 

Wedding/Anniversary/Birth Announcements, 1884-1933 4 62 

Lecture Notebook (no name or date) 4 Loose in box 

Math Schoolwork (no name), ca. 1899 4 Loose in box 

Club/Organizations Box # Folder # 

Arion Musical Club – Programs & Miscellaneous, 1883-1911 4 63 

Literary Association of Wisconsin, 1896-1900 4 64 

Milwaukee County Historical Society, 1921-1944 4 65 

Milwaukee Education Club, 1896-1906 4 66 

Milwaukee Press Club, 1885-1944 4 67 

Milwaukee Sunset Club, 1905-1944 4 68 

Miscellaneous Clubs 4 69 



- City Club 

- Juneau Club 

- Milwaukee Ethical Society 

- Milwaukee Literary Club 

- Municipal League of Milwaukee 

- Republican Club of Milwaukee County 

- Social Science Club 

Old Settlers Club – Miscellaneous Material, 1873-1943 4 70 

Old Settlers Club – Banquet Programs, 1882-1905 4 71 

Old Settlers Club – Banquet Programs, 1906-1940 4 72 

Parkman Club, 1896-1901 4 73 

Phantom Club, 1895-1921 4 74 

Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts & Letters, 1895-1938 4 75 

Wisconsin Archeological Society, 1901-1944 4 76 

Wisconsin Archeologist, 1906, 1944 4 77 

Wisconsin State Historical Society – Miscellaneous Materials, 1858-1946 4 78 

Historical Material Box # Folder # 

“Archangel Campaign” by John G. Gregory (Includes supporting 

documents) 

4 79 

Arctic Regions, Manuscript re: 5 80 

Articles on Various Subjects by John G. Gregory 5 81 

Biographical Sketches by John G. Gregory 

- Clinton Babbitt, Andrew Jackson Barker, William Beck, William Rudolph 

Smith 

5 82 

Black Hawk War Information 5 83 

Cabeen, David, Eulogy by John G. Gregory, 1908 5 84 

Catholicism versus Lutheranism in Milwaukee 5 85 

City Hall Bell 5 86 

Cramer, William E. & Harriet – Biographical Data, etc. 5 87 

Memorial Tribute Scrapbook to William E. Cramer, 1905 5 Loose in box 

“Fur Traders at Milwaukee,” by John G. Gregory 5 88 

“History of Love” (Unidentified Manuscript) 5 89 

Hustisford and Horicon – Miscellaneous Notes 5 90 

“Jonathan Carver,” by John G. Gregory, 1927 5 91 

Labor-Related Materials 5 92 

“Life of Emanuel L. Philipp” by John G. Gregory (1 of 2) 5 93 

“Life of Emanuel L. Philipp” by John G. Gregory (2 of 2) 5 94 

Father Marquette & the Marquette Statue, Articles re: 5 95 

Memorials/Tributes/Eulogies, etc. by John G. Gregory 5 96 



- Alice Doyle Barker, David Cabeen, Timothy Appleton Chapman,William 

E. Cramer, DeWitt Davis, John Henry Johnson, Carlos S. Martin, John L. 

Mitchell, Lucius W. Nieman, John Bradley Winslow 

Milwaukee Beginnings 5 97 

Milwaukee Newspapers (Early), Literature on: 5 98 

Milwaukee & Wisconsin Irish 5 99 

Miscellaneous Articles written by Various Persons 5 100 

Negroes, Literature on, 1896-1915 5 101 

Political (National) Material, 1864-1926 5 102 

Political (State) Material, ca. 1857-1940s 5 103 

Political (National) Material, 1864-1926 5 104 

Smith, William Randolph – Biographical Sketch by John G. Gregory 5 105 

Speeches by People in Milwaukee & Wisconsin, 1860-1920 (See also Box 

7) 

5 106 

“Wisconsin in the War,” by John G. Gregory with miscellaneous notes 5 107 

Scrapbook re: Political & County Board of Supervisors, 1913-1914 5 Loose in box 

Family-Related Material Box # Folder # 

Goadby, Henry: Scrapbook Box # 

re: Goadby’s Activities, ca. 1837-1859 6 

6 
re: Goadby’s Activities, ca. 1850-1858 

Gregory, Caroline (Daughter) Box # Folder # 

Booklet – “A Childish Friendship” 6 108 

Gregory, John (Sr.) (Father) Box # Folder # 

Biographical/Miscellaneous Material 6 109 

Business/Property-Related Records 6 109A 

Correspondence, 1820s-1830s 6 110 

Correspondence, 1840s-1850s 6 111 

Correspondence, 1860s-1870s 6 112 

Letters of Introduction, ca. 1871-1873 6 113 

Notes for Industrial Resources of Wisconsin/George Gregory’s Notes on 

Surveying, 1846 

6 114 

Miscellaneous Journals, 1830s-1840s 6 115 

Irish Immigration Material, 1840s-1870s 6 116 

Irish Immigration Society (Research by MCHS Curator Robert Carroon) 6 117 

Gregory, Elizabeth Goadby (Mother) Box # Folder # 

Translations from the French by Elizabeth G. Gregory, n.d. 6 Loose in box 

Gregory, John J. (Judge) Box # Folder # 

Eulogy, 1941 6 118 

Gregory, Marian E. (Daughter) Box # Folder # 

Biographical Data/Writings of/Miscellaneous 6 119 

Central High School, Cleveland, OH – Art Class Material, 1942-1943 6 120 



Correspondence, 1947-1968 (Primarily re: death of Paul G. Gregory in 

1964) 

6 121 

“Important Expositions of the United States and Their Significance,” 1939 6 Loose in box 

“Negro Art in Africa and the United States” (A.M. Thesis), 1941 6 122 

“Negro Art in Africa and the United States” (A.M. Thesis), 1941 (Copy 2) 6 123 

“Negro Art in Africa and the United States” – presented to John G. Gregory, 

1941 

6 Loose in box 

“Negro Art – Past and Present” (Class Paper?), 1939 6 124 

Negroes in the U.S. (Newspaper clippings), 1964-1967 6 125 

Survey of Art History Class Notes, 1941-1942 6 126 

Gregory, Paul G. (Son) Box # Folder # 

Biographical Data/Miscellaneous Material 7 127 

Miscellaneous Writings of Paul G. Gregory 7 128 

Book Galleys – “Torn Rock” and “Her Beautiful Hands” 7 129 

Gregory, Victoria Swinburn Smalley (2nd Wife) Box # Folder # 

Biographical/Historical Data (Smalley Family) 7 130 

Correspondence (Smalley Family), 1876-1905 7 131 

Correspondence (Smalley Family), Undated 7 132 

Paul, George H. (Father-in-Law)[Also Strong and Paul families] Box # Folder # 

Biographical Data/Writings of, 1882-1890 7 133 

Business Papers/Property Records, 1865-1890 7 134 

Correspondence, 1873-1889 7 135 

Correspondence, 1890 7 136 

Correspondence (Strong & Paul Families), 1851-1905 & Undated 7 137 

Correspondence (Strong & Paul Families to John G. Gregory), 1890-1917 

& Undated 

7 138 

Suburban Railway Company/Lake Street-Car Company (Town of Lake, 

Village of Fredericksburg), 1889 

7 139 

Suburban Railway Company/Lake Street-Car Company (Town of Lake, 

Village of Fredericksburg), 1889 

7 140 

Scrapbooks re: George H. Paul Box # Location 

re: Railroad Commissioners’ Office (George H. Paul), 1874-1875 7 Loose in box 

re: Death of George H. Paul, 1890 (2 total) 7 Loose in box 

Paul, George H. (Father-in-Law)[Also Strong and Paul families] Box # Folder # 

Diary of Carrie S. Paul? (Wife of George H. Paul), 1850, 1853 7 Loose in box 

Carrie S. Paul Memo Book 7 Loose in box 

Books read by Tim F. Strong, 1855 7 Loose in box 

Frame, Andrew Jay (President, Waukesha National Bank) Box # Folder # 

Biographical Data/Writings of/Miscellaneous 7 140 

Letters Received, 1902-1903 

NOTE: No 1904 Correspondence (Folder empty) 

7 141 

Letters Received, 1905-1909 7 142 

Letters Received, 1910-1913 7 143 



Letters Sent, 1911-1923 7 144 

Historical Material Box # Folder # 

4 speeches by unknown person, ca. 1887 7 

Income/Expense Ledgers of Mrs. C. T. Kuhns?, 1895-1918 (2 vols.) 7 Loose in box 

Unidentified ledger, 1910-1916 7 Loose in box 

Galley proofs, drafts, & notes re: Gregory’s History of Milwaukee & other 

work 

8 & 9 

Oversize Items Location 

The Junior Wisconsin, Jan. 11; Feb. 22 (3 copies); & May 17, 1895 OS LG “G” 

Northwestern Trade Bulletin, 1881-1882 (5 issues in very poor condition) OS LG “G” 

The Milwaukee Record, Feb. 25, 1893 OS LG “G” 

Marquette Tribune, April 10, 1919 (2 copies) OS LG “G” 

Ephpheta Paper, Dec. 1891 – Feb. 1893 (not inclusive) OS LG “G” 

Certificates appointing John Gregory a Notary Public, 1850, 1856, 1858 OS LG “G” 

Certificate commissioning John G. Gregory a Colonel and Aide-de-Camp in 

the McKinley and Hobart Forces, 1896 

OS LG “G” 

Sign, “Gregory’s Industrial Resourc’s of Wisconsin For Sale Here.” n.d. OS LG “G” 

Stock Certificate for LaCrosse and Milwaukee Rail Road Company, 1857 OS LG “G” 

Descriptive America: A Geographical and Industrial Monthly Magazine (re: 

Wisconsin), October 1884 

OS LG “G” 

Placard, “History of Pending Printers’ Strike,” 1881 OS LG “G” 

Register of Electors of the 4th District, 1st Ward, Milwaukee, 1898 OS LG “G” 

Register of Electors of the 2nd Precinct, 1st Ward, Milwaukee, 1902 OS LG “G” 

Register of Electors of the 2nd Precinct, 1st Ward, Milwaukee, 1902 (2 

copies) 

OS LG “G” 

Register of Electors of the 1st Precinct, 1st Ward, Milwaukee, 1904 (2 

copies) 

OS LG “G” 

Map of Sauk Trail, Showing D.A.R. Markers, 1940 OS LG “G” 

Lithograph (reprint) from Harper’s Weekly of U.S. Supreme Court, 1903 OS LG “G” 

Old Settlers Memorials for Thomas L. Mitchell and Andrew Jackson Aikens OS LG “G” 

The National Guard, Jan. 8, 1900 (published by Evening Wisconsin) [2 

copies] 

OS LG “G” 

Carrie Paul, Certificate of Graduation from Miss Merrille’s Young Ladies 

School of Fond du Lac, 1868. (She was John G. Gregory’s 1st wife) 

OS SM “P” 

Map, “Winter under a Southern Sky-the East Tennessee, Virginia & 

Georgia Railway System,” ca. 1890 

OS XLG 

Scrapbooks Location 

John G. Gregory Clippings, 1893 RC11, Sh. 14 

National, Literary, & Miscellaneous, 1893 RC11, Sh. 14 

Political, National & Milwaukee, 1893-1894 RC11, Sh. 14 

Historical Material Location 

Photos M-41, 42 

NEGATIVES (Most Glass Plate) and NEWSPAPER CUTS MV, F05 



Grant County, Wisconsin Territory Justice of the Peace Samuel E. Burks 

Docket Report Ledger, 1845 

LC, Sh. 7 

Pamphlets/Publications-Categories Box # 

Addresses/Speeches 10 

Almanacs 10 

Agriculture/Industry 10 

Banking 10 

Education 10 

Health/Medicine 10 

Hearst, William Randolph-Reprints of editorials 10 

History/Biography/State Historical Society of Wisconsin 10 

Hinton, John W. –Addresses/Articles (primarily re: tariffs) 10 

Labor 10 

Libraries/Wisconsin Free Library Commission 11 

Literary-Fiction/Nonfiction/Poetry 11 

Memorial Day/Arbor Day Annuals (Wisconsin), 1886-1927 11 

Milwaukee-General 11 

Milwaukee Imprints 11 

Miscellaneous 11 

Music/Games/Entertainment 11 

Newspapers/Wisconsin Press Association/Wisconsin Editorial Association 11 

Periodicals-Milwaukee/Wisconsin 

- American Book-Lore, 1898-1899 

- The Record, 1892 

11 

Periodicals-Non-Wisconsin 11A 

Periodicals-Non-Wisconsin 12 

Politics/Government-Milwaukee/Wisconsin 12 

Politics/Government-National/General 12 

Politics/Government-Tariffs 12 

Railroads 12 

Religion 12 

Science (Geology, Meteorology, etc.) 12 

Travel/Historic Site Events (i.e. Coney Island. Brooklyn Bridge, St. Louis 

World’s Fair, Washington Centenary) 

12 

World War 1 Era Pamphlets/Publications 12 

Books  

Barnum, Phineas Taylor. Struggles and Triumphs: or Forty Years' 

Recollections. 1872. Buffalo, NY: Warren, Johnson & Co. 

WHS 

Caricature - Wit and Humor of a Nation in Picture, Song and Story. 1908. 

New York, NY: Leslie-Judge. 

WHS 

Davidson, J.N. Book of the Green Lake Manse, a Sequel to the Rhymed 

Story of Wisconsin. 1913. Madison, WI: Tracy & Kilgore. 

WHS 

Davidson, J.N. The Rhymed Story of Wisconsin and Other Verses. 1901. 

Madison, WI: Tracy, Gibbs & Co. 

WHS 



Desmond, Humphrey J. Mooted Questions of History. 1902. Boston, MA: 

Marlier. 

WHS 

Desmond, Humphrey J. Outlooks and Insights: In Behalf of a Larger and 

More Hopeful View of Life. 1899. New York, NY: McBride. 

WHS 

First Biennial Report of the Wisconsin State Tax Commission to the 

Governor and Legislature. 1901. Madison, WI: State of Wisconsin. 

WHS 

Mason, Richard. The Practical Farrier, for Farmers. 1857. Philadelphia, 

PA: J.B. Lippincott. 

WHS 

Pratt, Sydney T. (comp.) John Nagle's Philosophy. 1901. Manitowoc, WI: 

H.C. Berndt, printer? 

WHS 

Ries, Heinrich. The Clays of Wisconsin and Their Uses, with a Report on 

Molding Sands. 1906. Madison, WI: Wisconsin Geological and Natural 

History Survey. 

WHS 

Second Biennial Report of the Wisconsin State Tax Commission to the 

Governor and Legislature. (Advance copy.) 1903. Madison, WI: State of 

Wisconsin. 

WHS 

Second Biennial Report of the Wisconsin State Tax Commission to the 

Governor and Legislature. (Final copy.) 1903. Madison, WI: State of 

Wisconsin. 

WHS 

Standish, B.H. Among the Dells: A Poem. 1885. Madison, WI: David 

Atwood, printers. 

WHS 

Winterbotham, J.M. First Biennial Report of the Railroad Commission of 

Wisconsin. 1907. Madison, WI: State of Wisconsin.  

WHS 

Wisconsin Commissioner of Insurance. Annual Report, Part II: Life and 

Casualty. 1895. Madison, WI: Democrat Printing Co. 

WHS 

Wisconsin State Governor's Office. Governor's Message and Accompanying 

Documents of the State of Wisconsin. 1887. Madison, WI: State of 

Wisconsin. 

WHS 

Young, William T. Sketch of the Life and Public Service of General Lewis 

Cass. 1851. Detroit, MI: Markham & Elwood. 

WHS 

 


