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Abstract: Milwaukee County efforts to fight tuberculosis began with the sponsorship of the 50 

bed Greenfield Sanitorium in 1911. In 1913, the County decided to construct a new sanitarium.  

Muirdale, as it was to be known (named for Wisconsin naturalist and exponent of outdoor living, 

John Muir), comprised a series of multi-storied cottages which kept adult patients together and 

maintained a rigorous schedule of fresh air, bed rest, and close supervision. The first TB patient 

was admitted in 1915. In 1921 the County purchased a facility, known as the Blue Mound 

Preventorium, to deal with TB cases among the young. From 1950 to 1962, Muirdale provided 

nursing students with first-hand experience in dealing with TB patients. Medical advances had 

begun to root out TB so effectively that by 1969 Muirdale was closed and TB treatment became a 

department of County General. The Preventorium had been closed since December 1939. In 1978 

the Muirdale buildings became the home of the County Nursing Home (formerly County 

Infirmary).   

 

Scope and Content: The collection consists of annual and other miscellaneous reports, 

newsletters, pamphlets/brochures, correspondence and other ephemera detailing the history and 

operations of the various TB facilities. 

 

Access and Use: Some files (noted below) are restricted. 

 

Language: English 

 

Notes: Collection processed by Jeewon Schally, September 17, 1993. Material added November 

2001 and February 2002 by Kevin Abing. 

SEE ALSO:   

− Photographs - Milwaukee County Institutions  

− Mss-0723: Milwaukee County. Records of Institutions and Depts.  

− Milwaukee County Annual Reports 

 

Arrangement: 

Folder Heading Box # File # 

Historical Background 1 1 

Greenfield Sanitorium 1 2 

Muirdale - Annual Reports (1916-1920) 1 3 

Muirdale - Annual Reports (1920-1930) 1 4 



Muirdale - Annual Reports (1930-1941) 1 5 

Muirdale - Annual Reports (1941-1950) 1 6 

Muirdale - Annual Reports (1952-1969) 1 7 

Muirdale - Monthly Reports (1938-1945) 1 8 

Muirdale - Social Service Department Reports (1938-1943) 1 9 

Blue Mound Preventorium - Annual Reports (1921-1929) 1 10 

Blue Mound Preventorium - Statistical Information (1921-1931) 1 11 

Blue Mound Preventorium - Statistical Information (1932-1935) 1 12 

Blue Mound Preventorium - Statistical Information (1936-1939) 1 13 

Blue Mound Preventorium – Miscellaneous 1 14 

Mobile X-Ray Unit 1 15 

Milwaukee County Tuberculosis Control Program 1 16 

Muirdale – Forms 1 17 

Muirdale - Budget 1 18 

Muirdale - Personnel Information 1 19 

Muirdale - Description of Staff Positions 1 20 

Muirdale - Rules and Regulations re: Staff 1 21 

Rules re: Milwaukee County Employees 1 22 

Muirdale - Patient Care for Staff 1 23 

   

Muirdale - Student Nurses 2 24 

Muirdale – Medical 2 25 

Muirdale - Internal Investigations 2 26 

Muirdale - Legal/Statutory Issues 2 27 

Muirdale - Correspondence with the Wisconsin Anti-Tuberculosis 

Association 

2 28 

Muirdale - Miscellaneous Correspondence 2 29 

Muirdale - Maps/Blueprints 2 30 

Muirdale - Physical Plant 2 31 

Muirdale - Miscellaneous Statistical Reports 2 32 

Muirdale – Food 2 33 

Muirdale – Exercise 2 34 

Muirdale - Recreational Activities 2 35 

Muirdale - Rules and Regulations for Patients 2 36 

Muirdale - Patient Population Movement 2 37 

Muirdale Newsletter - "Chit Chat" (February 1963- December 1965) 2 38 

Publications by Muirdale Staff 2 39 

Student Reports 2 40 

Muirdale Inventory (1921-1928) 2 41 

Annual Reports of Wisconsin Tuberculosis Sanitoria (1943-1955) 2 42 

   

Annual Reports of Wisconsin Tuberculosis Sanitoria (1956-1965) 3 43 

Wisconsin Sanitorium Superintendents/Trustees 3 44 

Comparative Statistics of Wisconsin Sanitorium 3 45 

Miscellaneous Costs/Financial Data 3 46 



Other Tuberculosis Institutions 3 47 

Nursing 3 48 

Drug Resistant Tuberculosis 3 49 

Retropharyngeal Abscess 3 50 

Drugs used to Fight Tuberculosis 3 51 

Medical Articles Regarding Tuberculosis 3 52 

Other Medical Articles 3 53 

Muirdale - Staff - Unpublished Works 3 54 

Muirdale - Student Nurses – Courses 3 55 

Newspaper Articles 3 56 

Miscellaneous 3 57 

   

Tuberculosis Pamphlets – Milwaukee 4 58 

Milwaukee County - Government Publications 4 59 

Tuberculosis Pamphlets – Wisconsin 4 60 

The Crusader 1951, 1956 (2 issues) See: Wisconsin Lung Association for 

more issues 

4 61 

Wisconsin - Government Publications 4 62 

Tuberculosis – National 4 63 

National Tuberculosis Statistics 4 64 

Government Publications – Miscellaneous 4 65 

   

NOTE: FILES 66-69 ARE RESTRICTED, NOT FOR PUBLIC USE   

Doctor’s Order Books-Ward A and North Cottage, 1941-1944 4 66 

Work Papers: Extrapleural pneumonolysis & paraffin filling, 1945 4 67 

Monthly Reports, 1942-1964 (not inclusive) 4 68 

Patient Treatment Summaries, ca. 1936- 4 69 

   

SCRAPBOOKS: LOCATION 

#1 - created by nurses ca. 1950 with sketches, photographs, narrative RC14, Sh. 011 

#2 - clippings ca. 1930s-1970 RC14, Sh. 011 

  

TUBERCULOSIS REFERENCE BOOKS (Currently Missing) WHW, CL 

Nursing in Prevention and Control of Tuberculosis by H.W. Hetherington, M.D. & Fannie W. 

Eshleman, R.N., 1941 

A Directory of Institutions and Societies Dealing with Tuberculosis by Lilian Brandt, 1904 

A Mirror for Care-Takers by Harold Holand, 1946 

House of Open Doors by Harold Holand, 1958 

Tuberculosis Nursing by Grace M. Longhurst, R.N., 1941 

Chronic Bronchitis Emphysema and Cor Pulmonale by C.H. Stuart-Harris, M.D. & T. Hanley, 

M.D., 1957 

American Truedeau Society Membership Roster by Esmond R. Long, M.D., 1948 

The White Plague by Rene & Jean Dubos, 1952 

Tuberculosis Hospital and Sanatorium Directory by National Tuberculosis Society, 1948 

The Plague and I by Betty MacDonald, 1948 



Effective Inhalation Therapy by Edwin Rayner Levine, M.D., 1953 

Rehabilitation at Lake Tomahawk State Camp by Harold Holand, 1945 

Taking the Cure by Robert G. Lovell, M.D., 1948 

The Clinical Physiology of the Lungs by Cecil K. Drinker, M.D., 1948 

Huber the Tuber by Harry A. Wilmer, 1942 

Anatomy of the Broncho-Bascular System by George l. Birnbaum, M.D., 1954 

Streptomycin and Dihydrostreptomy in Tuberculosis by H. McLeod Riggins, M.D. & Corwin 

Hinshaw, M.D., 1949 

 

 


